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WEEKLY MEMO  09-10-2026

N E W S  A R T I C L E S



OC TRIBUNE 

Sept 4, 2026 

 

Matt West will be new city mgr. 
B Y OC  TR IB UN E S TA F F O N  S EP TE MB ER  4 ,  2 026  •  (  LEAVE A C O MME N T )  

 
MATTHEW WEST, assistant city manager of Garden Grove. 

Matthew S. West, the current assistant city manager of Garden Grove, is expected to be 

appointed city manager by the city council when it meets on Tuesday. 

The agenda calls for the council to vote on an employment agreement calling for West to receive 

an annual salary of $363,756 with additional compensation for expenses and benefits. 

West will take office on Nov. 3, the day after current city manager Lisa Kim retires from the 

post. 

The initial term of employment is for three years, renewed “automatically” for two more two-

year terms. 

He began service with Garden Grove in January 2024. Previously he was city manager of Tustin 

from 2019-2023. 

He worked in other posts – including assistant city manager – for Tustin from 2001 to 2019. 

The council will meet in the Community Meeting Center, 11300 Stanford Ave., at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

https://orangecountytribune.com/author/orangecountytribune/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/09/04/west-will-be-new-city-mgr/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/09/04/west-will-be-new-city-mgr/#respond
https://i0.wp.com/orangecountytribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/MAtthew-S.-West.png?ssl=1


OC TRIBUNE 

Sept 4, 2026 

 

A new ‘home’ for the GGPD 
B Y OC  TR IB U N E S TA F F O N  S EP TE MB ER  4 ,  2 026  •  (  LEAVE A C O MME N T )  

 

The ribbon-cutting for the brand-new Garden Grove Public Safety building was held on Tuesday 

afternoon, a $152 million state-of-the art facility that will allow the GGPD to consolidate its 

operations into a modern three-story building with an adjoining parking structure. 

GGPD Chief Amir El-Farra (above) presided over the event, and ribbon-cutting chores were 

assisted (below) by Garden Grove Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein and First District Supervisor 

Janet Nguyen (City of Garden Grove photo). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://orangecountytribune.com/author/orangecountytribune/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/09/04/a-new-home-for-the-ggpd/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/09/04/a-new-home-for-the-ggpd/#respond
https://i0.wp.com/orangecountytribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Screenshot-2026-09-04-at-3.59.20-PM.png?ssl=1


 

 

 

 
 

CONTACT: Johnathan Garcia 
City Manager’s Office 

(714) 741-5283/ Johnathang@ggcity.org    

Thursday, Sept. 3, 2026 

  

CITY OF GARDEN GROVE CITY MANAGER LISA KIM 

ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 
 

After more than 30 years in public service, including more than a decade with the 

City of Garden Grove, City Manager Lisa Kim has announced her retirement. Her last day 

with the City will be November 2, 2026. Ms. Kim joined Garden Grove in 2016 as 

Community and Economic Development Director and was appointed City Manager in 

2023. During her tenure, she helped guide the City through significant economic 

development initiatives, major projects, fiscal challenges, and efforts to strengthen city 

services. 

 “Lisa has more than fulfilled the confidence placed in her when she was appointed 

city manager,” said Garden Grove Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein. “She brought steady 

leadership, thoughtful judgment and genuine care to every challenge, and she leaves our 

City with a strong foundation.” 

Ms. Kim’s retirement marks the conclusion of a career spanning multiple roles in 

municipal government, including leadership roles in Orange County and the cities of 

Pomona, West Covina and Orange.  

-more- 

 

 

      

mailto:Johnathang@ggcity.org
https://www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us/mobileapp
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


 “Serving Garden Grove has been one of the greatest privileges of my career,” 

said City Manager Lisa Kim. “I am proud of what we accomplished, grateful for the trust 

placed in me and thankful for the relationships I built as an active member of community 

organizations such as the Garden Grove Host Lions Club and Boys & Girls of Garden 

Grove. Garden Grove will always hold a special place in my life.” 

As part of the leadership transition, the Garden Grove City Council is scheduled to 

consider an employment agreement with Garden Grove Assistant City Manager Matt 

West at its September 8 meeting. Any agreement will be subject to Council action. 

### 



 

 

 

 
 

 

CONTACT: Janet Pelayo 
Community Services Deputy Director 
(714) 741-5200 / janetp@ggcity.org 

 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
 

GARDEN GROVE CELEBRATES REOPENING OF 
WOODBURY PARK 

 
 The City of Garden Grove celebrated the reopening of Woodbury Park on 

Saturday, August 29, welcoming several hundred community members throughout the 

day to experience the newly renovated park during a free community celebration. 

 The event featured a ribbon-cutting ceremony followed by a day of family-friendly 

activities, including free recreational swimming, water aerobics, fitness demonstrations, 

skateboarding demonstrations, basketball, a live DJ, giveaways, and complimentary 

food. The celebration gave residents an opportunity to explore Woodbury Park’s newly 

renovated amenities and enjoy the park with their families and neighbors. 

 “This project is an investment in Woodbury Park, but more importantly, it is an 

investment in the people of Garden Grove,” said Garden Grove Mayor Stephanie 

Klopfenstein. “Woodbury Park is a great example of what can happen when community 

input, thoughtful planning, partnerships, and investment come together. We are excited 

to see residents enjoying this beautiful park and all it has to offer.” 

 

-more- 

  

  

      

mailto:janetp@ggcity.org


GARDEN GROVE CELEBRATES REOPENING OF WOODBURY PARK 
2-2-2 

 
The fully remodeled 3.8-acre Woodbury Park now features a recreational 

swimming pool, pool house building, basketball courts, a skate plaza, outdoor fitness 

equipment, picnic shelters, a walking trail, park lighting, and two jungle-themed 

playgrounds designed for children ages 2 to 5 and 5 to 12. The playgrounds include 

colorful play structures, a multi-person swing and seesaw, interactive activity panels, 

and musical sound elements. 

 The improvements were completed through the Woodbury Park Revitalization and 

Expansion Project, an $11 million investment funded in part by California’s Proposition 

68 Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Program. The project was 

identified through the City’s Parks, Recreation & Facilities Master Plan and was shaped 

by years of community input. 

 Community engagement for the project began with the City’s efforts to develop a 

15-year Parks, Recreation & Facilities Master Plan. Residents participated in surveys and 

community meetings beginning in 2018 and continuing through 2020, including meetings 

specifically focused on the future renovation of Woodbury Park. Community participation 

helped inform the City’s grant application and the vision for the park’s transformation. 

 The community’s involvement continued throughout the project. In 2025, the City 

partnered with the Woodbury Elementary School Boys and Girls Club on a wildlife 

drawing contest, with winning student artwork selected to be permanently inscribed on 

the reverse side of a monumental bronze sculpture by artist Jennifer Stewart. The 

sculpture will be completed and installed at Woodbury Park as part of the project. 

 

-more- 



GARDEN GROVE CELEBRATES REOPENING OF WOODBURY PARK 
3-3-3 

 
The reopening of Woodbury Park marks the completion of a major investment in 

the community and provides residents with expanded opportunities for recreation, 

connection, and family activities. 

 For more information about Woodbury Park and the City’s Parks, Recreation & 

Facilities Master Plan, visit ggcity.org/parksplan. 

 

About Garden Grove Community Services Department 

The Garden Grove Community Services Department provides programs, services, facilities, 

and recreational opportunities that enhance the quality of life for residents and strengthen 

the Garden Grove community. 

 

About Woodbury Park 

Located at 13800 Rosita Place, Woodbury Park is a 3.8-acre community park offering a 

variety of recreational amenities, including a swimming pool, playgrounds, basketball 

courts, a skate plaza, outdoor fitness equipment, picnic shelters, walking trails, and park 

lighting. 

https://ggcity.org/parksplan
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Post Performance
September 3, 2026 – September 10, 2026

Review the lifetime performance of the posts you published during the publishing period.



Post Performance

Included in this Report

@CityGardenGrove Garden Grove City Hall gardengrovecityhall
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Garden Grove City Hall
Fri 9/4/2026 8:21 am PDT

Views 15,947

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 10:35 am PDT

Views 14,420

gardengrovecityhall
Fri 9/4/2026 8:21 am PDT

Views 12,006

An end of a chapter for Garden Grove

After ten years with the City of Garden Grove and…

𝐓˿ɥ ċ.÷. ÄĿ۠̋ԀҴĿ͹ ĜɥĿ۠˿ɥն ÷ɥն৾̋Ƣɥ ˿Ŀؕ ǤɥƢ͹ĿնɥǤ
ĿҴ rਰ۠նɥѠɥ �ɥĿ۠ ĜĿնҴ̋Ҵˋ Źɥˋ̋ҴҴ̋Ҵˋ ԀҴ 𝐓৅ɥؕǤĿ਺,
÷ɥԥ۠ɥѠŹɥն ছ ĿҴǤ ƢԀҴ۠̋Ҵ৅̋Ҵˋ ৅Ҵ۠̋͹ ĜɥǤҴɥؕǤĿ਺,…

An end of a chapter for Garden Grove

After ten years with the City of Garden Grove and…

https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1524118696427946
https://www.instagram.com/p/DdCPFz_ieyT/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Dc3snCGG9rO/
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gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 6:06 pm PDT

Views 9,949

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 9/9/2026 10:04 am PDT

Views 7,091

Garden Grove City Hall
Wed 9/9/2026 3:35 pm PDT

Views 6,692

𝑁𝑜𝑤 യഹ ി𝑜഻സ പℎനഴപബ ഺ𝑜 ബാശബസയബഴപബ ണഖഝ നഺ
ഓ𝑜𝑜ഫഹ 𝑜ഭ ഔനസഫബഴ ഔസ𝑜഼ബ ങയ഼ബ! 

…

Its playtime at Woodbury Park!

Last month we celebrated the reopening of…

¹Ŀ۠۠ Ĝɥؕ۠ ۠Ԁ ÷ɥն৾ɥ Ŀؕ �ĿնǤɥҴ �նԀ৾ɥ’ؕ Äɥਰ۠ ^̋۠਺
¹ĿҴĿˋɥն
…

https://www.instagram.com/p/DdDCt20FTeZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DdEwVvBDDiy/
https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1528895112616971
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Garden Grove City Hall
Wed 9/9/2026 10:01 am PDT

Views 5,906

gardengrovecityhall
Mon 9/7/2026 8:54 am PDT

Views 5,062

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 9/9/2026 3:36 pm PDT

Views 4,256

Its playtime at Woodbury Park!

Last month we celebrated the reopening of…

Happy Labor Day, Garden Grove! 

Today, we celebrate the hardworking people who…

𝐌𝐚𝐭𝐭 𝐖𝐞𝐬𝐭 𝐭𝐨 𝐒𝐞𝐫𝐯𝐞 𝐚𝐬 𝐆𝐚𝐫𝐝𝐞𝐧 𝐆𝐫𝐨𝐯𝐞’𝐬 𝐍𝐞𝐱𝐭 𝐂𝐢𝐭𝐲
𝐌𝐚𝐧𝐚𝐠𝐞𝐫
…

https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1528693229303826
https://www.instagram.com/p/Dc_eyhtmhyc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DdFWTOnIzaP/
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Garden Grove City Hall
Tue 9/8/2026 10:35 am PDT

Views 2,868

gardengrovecityhall
Thu 9/3/2026 7:11 am PDT

Views 2,780

Garden Grove City Hall
Mon 9/7/2026 8:54 am PDT

Views 1,917

𝐓𝐡𝐞 𝐔.𝐒. 𝐍𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧𝐚𝐥 𝐖𝐞𝐚𝐭𝐡𝐞𝐫 𝐒𝐞𝐫𝐯𝐢𝐜𝐞 𝐡𝐚𝐬 𝐝𝐞𝐜𝐥𝐚𝐫𝐞𝐝
𝐚𝐧 𝐄𝐱𝐭𝐫𝐞𝐦𝐞 𝐇𝐞𝐚𝐭 𝐖𝐚𝐫𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐛𝐞𝐠𝐢𝐧𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐨𝐧 𝐓𝐮𝐞𝐬𝐝𝐚𝐲,
𝐒𝐞𝐩𝐭𝐞𝐦𝐛𝐞𝐫 𝟖 𝐚𝐧𝐝 𝐜𝐨𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐮𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐮𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐥 𝐖𝐞𝐝𝐧𝐞𝐬𝐝𝐚𝐲,…

Are you prepared for an emergency? 

𝐀𝐥𝐞𝐫𝐭 𝐎𝐂 𝐰𝐢𝐥𝐥 𝐛𝐞 𝐜𝐨𝐧𝐝𝐮𝐜𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐚 𝐫𝐞𝐠𝐢𝐨𝐧𝐚𝐥 𝐧𝐨𝐭𝐢𝐟𝐜𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧…

Happy Labor Day, Garden Grove! 

Today, we celebrate the hardworking people who…

https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1527821559390993
https://www.instagram.com/p/Dc0_vY0nJ9-/
https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1526814899491659


Post Performance | 5 of 9

gardengrovecityhall
Fri 9/4/2026 8:22 am PDT

Views 1,422

Garden Grove City Hall
Thu 9/3/2026 7:11 am PDT

Views 1,352

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 10:36 am PDT

Views 917

Are you prepared for an emergency? 

𝐀𝐥𝐞𝐫𝐭 𝐎𝐂 𝐰𝐢𝐥𝐥 𝐛𝐞 𝐜𝐨𝐧𝐝𝐮𝐜𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐚 𝐫𝐞𝐠𝐢𝐨𝐧𝐚𝐥 𝐧𝐨𝐭𝐢𝐟𝐜𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧…

https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1523155843190898
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gardengrovecityhall
Wed 9/9/2026 9:29 am PDT

Views 825

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 7:23 pm PDT

Views 785

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 10:36 am PDT

Views 751
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gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 11:59 am PDT

Views 732

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 10:36 am PDT

Views 688

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 9/9/2026 9:29 am PDT

Views 682
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gardengrovecityhall
Tue 9/8/2026 10:36 am PDT

Views 654

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 9/9/2026 9:29 am PDT

Views 611

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 9/9/2026 9:30 am PDT

Views 576
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@CityGardenGrove
Thu 9/3/2026 7:11 am PDT

Impressions 247

@CityGardenGrove
Wed 9/9/2026 3:36 pm PDT

Impressions 197

@CityGardenGrove
Wed 9/9/2026 3:36 pm PDT

Impressions 70

Alert OC will be conducting a Regional Notification

Test on 09/16/2026 at 10 a.m.

…

𝐌𝐚𝐭𝐭 𝐖𝐞𝐬𝐭 𝐭𝐨 𝐒𝐞𝐫𝐯𝐞 𝐚𝐬 𝐆𝐚𝐫𝐝𝐞𝐧 𝐆𝐫𝐨𝐯𝐞’𝐬 𝐍𝐞𝐱𝐭 𝐂𝐢𝐭𝐲
𝐌𝐚𝐧𝐚𝐠𝐞𝐫
…

“We are confident he is prepared to lead

Garden Grove and continue moving the City

forward.”

With more than 26 years of public service

experience, Assistant City Manager Matt West

will begin his new position on November 3,

2026.

 Learn more at gg.city/next-city-mana…

#GG1956

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2095514971014570182
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2097816363301814282
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2097816365013123227
https://gg.city/next-city-manager-2026
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Post Performance
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Garden Grove Police Department



Post Performance | 1 of 1

Garden Grove Police Department
Tue 9/8/2026 2:35 pm PDT

Engagements 305

Views 4,215

Reach 3,111

Engagement Rate (per View) 7.2%

Video Views 1,789

Over the weekend, our Gang Suppression Officers

located a firearm that had been thrown underneath

a parked vehicle as suspects fled the area on foo…

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1096507469572385/


    
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

September 10, 2026 

 

 

 

1. Calendar of Events 

2. Agenda for the September 14, 2026 Neighborhood Improvement and 

Conservation Commission meeting. 

3. Meeting minutes for the August 20, 2026 Garden Grove Planning Commission 

meeting. 

4. Notice of Cancellation of the September 17, 2026 Garden Grove Planning 

Commission meeting. 

5. League of California Cities articles from September 4, 2026 to September 10, 

2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 





    

AGENDA 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT  
AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Monday, September 14, 2026 

Community Meeting Center 
  11300 Stanford Avenue 

Garden Grove, CA 92840 

REGULAR SESSION - 6:30 P.M. – Council Chamber  
 
Members of the public who wish to comment on matters before the 
Commission, in lieu of doing so in person, may submit comments by 
emailing timothyt@ggcity.org no later than 3:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. 
The comments will be provided to the Commission as part of the meeting 
record.   
 
Members of the public desiring to speak on any item of public interest, including 
any item on the agenda except Public Hearings, must do so during Oral 
Communications at the beginning of the meeting.  Each speaker is requested fill out 
a card stating name and address, to be presented to the Recording Secretary, and 
shall be limited to five (5) minutes.  Members of the public wishing to address 
public hearing items shall do so at the time of the public hearing. 
 
Any person requiring auxiliary aids and services, due to a disability, should contact 
the Neighborhood Improvement Office at (714) 741-5140 72 hours prior to the 
meeting to arrange for special accommodations.  (Government Code §5494.3.2) 
 
All revised or additional documents and writings related to any items on the 
agenda, which are distributed to all or a majority of the Neighborhood 
Improvement and Conservation Commissioners within 72 hours of a meeting, are 
made available for public inspection (1) at the Neighborhood Improvement Office 
during normal business hours; and (2) at the Community Meeting Center at the 
time of the meeting. 
 
Agenda item descriptions are intended to give a brief, general description of the 
item to advise the public of the item’s general nature.  The Neighborhood 
Improvement and Conservation Commission may take legislative action it deems 
appropriate with respect to the item and is not limited to the recommended action 
indicated in staff reports or the agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:timothyt@ggcity.org


NICC -2- 9/14/2026 

AGENDA 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT  
AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 

COMMUNITY MEETING CENTER 
  11300 STANFORD AVENUE 

GARDEN GROVE, CA 92840 

REGULAR SESSION - 6:30 P.M. – COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
A. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC 
 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MARCH 2, 2026 
 
C. MATTERS FROM STAFF 
 

1. SERVICE PROVIDER PRESENTATION – FAIR HOUSING FOUNDATION BY 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT LIASION, MARTHA TORRES 
 

2. SERVICE PROVIDER PRESENTATION – INTERVAL HOUSE BY SENIOR 
PROGRAM ADVISOR, SHARON WIE 

 
3. PUBLIC HEARING – FY 2025-26 CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE 

AND EVALUATION REPORT BY PROGRAM SPECIALIST, DANA YANG 
 
D.  MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
 
E. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next Meeting of the Neighborhood Improvement and Conservation Commission 
will be a Regular Meeting on Monday, December 7, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., in the 
Council Chamber of the Community Meeting Center, 11300 Stanford Avenue, 
Garden Grove, CA. 

ROLL CALL: COMMISSIONERS de la O, JUNG, KESTER, PAREDES, PAYNE,  
RUBIN, TACKNEY 
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10 ways to get the most out of Cal Cities’ annual 

conference 
Sep 9, 2026 

Online registration closes Sept. 15 

By Cal Cities Education Staff 
The 2026 Annual Conference and Expo is almost here! To help ensure you get the most 
out of your time in Anaheim, we’ve compiled a few tips for first-timers and conference 
veterans alike. 

1. Review the conference schedule and plan your must-see stops 

There isn’t a dull moment at Cal Cities’ annual conference! If you’re attending with a 
group, divide up the educational sessions to maximize the conference’s benefits. 
Remember to bring a stack of business cards! You never know who you might meet. 

If this is your first time attending the conference — or if you need a refresher — join Cal 
Cities staff for an attendee orientation at 12:45 p.m. on Sept. 23 before the official 
conference kick-off. 

To view the conference details in advance, check out the online program. Review 
session materials before the conference so that you’re ready to engage with speakers. 
Materials are uploaded as they come in, so check back often for updates. 

2. Know when and where to pick up your badge — and wear it! 

The annual conference officially starts at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, but registration 
opens at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday. Our advice? Come early and beat the crowds! 
Registration is in the Anaheim Convention Center North Plaza on the ground floor. It’s 
also the best place to get answers to any questions you may have on-site. 

Always wear your badge during the conference! If you don’t have your badge, security 
may not let you enter the convention center or other conference events. 

3. Download the New Cal Cities App! 

The Cal Cities app, new as of May 2026, provides full access to the conference in the 
palm of your hand. You can view the full program, create your own personal schedule, 
and more. Make sure to delete the old version from your phone and download the new 

https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7BEE6DA7DA-9ABA-F011-BBD3-7CED8D1CD64F%7D
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7BEE6DA7DA-9ABA-F011-BBD3-7CED8D1CD64F%7D
https://www.calcities.org/annual-conference-session-materials


one from the App Store or Google Play by searching “League of California Cities” or 
“Cal Cities.” 
Don't forget to allow push notifications to stay up to date on important announcements 
throughout the conference! 

4. Plan your route to the convention center 

Please review the Anaheim Convention Center parking map before you arrive. If you 
are driving to the convention center, the closest parking lot to the conference is Car 
Park 1 via Katella Ave. Car Park 4 will also be available, along with an overflow lot if 
necessary. Self-parking and valet are available at most hotels. Rates vary by location 
and are subject to change without notice. 
Rideshare and taxi pick-up and drop-off locations are available on Convention Way, off 
Harbor Blvd. Shuttle service will operate daily between the DoubleTree and the 
Anaheim Convention Center. Shuttles will arrive every 20 minutes, with the first hotel 
pickup at 8:00 a.m. each day. Review the conference app for additional details. 

5. Connect with peers at your department meeting or regional event 

The annual conference is a chance to wrap up old business and prepare for the year 
ahead. During department meetings, city officials in similar professions gather to 
discuss pressing issues, hear timely legislative updates, and brainstorm solutions for 
their work on unified department goals. Check the conference schedule for exact times 
and locations of all department meetings. 

Want to deepen your regional connections? Many regional divisions meet during the 
annual conference to share and reflect on issues impacting their region. For information 
about division events, review the conference schedule or contact your regional public 
affairs manager. 

6. Find exhibitors and Cal Cities Partners in the expo 

Don't forget about the second half of the conference — the expo floor! With over 300 
exhibitors, this year’s expo floor will be brimming with opportunities to discover city-
focused services and organizations for a wide range of mundane and unusual city 
challenges. 
While you’re there, be sure to check out the winners of this year’s Helen Putnam 
Awards for Excellence. The annual program honors and promotes the outstanding work 
of member cities throughout the state that have made unique contributions to 
community residents and businesses, which have resulted in lower costs or more 
effective delivery of services. 
You will also find the Cal Cities Pavilion in our expo hall. Stop by to learn how to get 
involved! 

7. Strike Up Some Fun at the CitiPAC fundraiser 

Strike up some fun(ds) and bowl the night away at the annual CitiPAC fundraiser. 
Festivities begin at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept 23, at Splitsville Luxury Lanes in 
Downtown Disney. Everyone is welcome; we hope you will consider making a donation. 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/league-of-californa-cities/id6761635709
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.resultsdirect.eventsential.branded.lcc&hl=en_US
https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/anaheimca/ACC_Campus_Map_d479c9c5-b246-4885-aa7d-a13698182eb7.pdf
https://www.calcities.org/get-involved/regional-divisions
https://www.calcities.org/get-involved/regional-divisions
https://lccexpo2026.mapyourshow.com/8_0/exhview/index.cfm
https://www.calcities.org/helen-putnam-award-for-excellence
https://www.calcities.org/helen-putnam-award-for-excellence
https://disneyland.disney.go.com/attractions/downtown-disney-district/splitsville-entertainment/


8. Make sure your city is ready for the General Assembly 

Each year, members can propose new Cal Cities legislative policies through the annual 
resolution process. Cal Cities received one general resolution by the July 25 deadline, 
which seeks to restore and strengthen local authority over housing and land use 
matters. 
The General Assembly will convene on Friday, Sept. 25 at 8:30 a.m. Voting delegates 
should check in at the voting delegate desk before the General Assembly to get their 
voting card. 

9. Review the Cal Cities event and meeting policies 

Cal Cities is committed to ensuring a safe and respectful environment for all participants 
and staff at Cal Cities events and meetings. Help us maintain a safe and respectful 
environment for all attendees by taking a few minutes to review the event and meeting 
policies. 

10. Pack the essentials 

The annual conference includes a lot of walking, and conference room temperatures 
may vary. Pack comfortable shoes, chargers for devices, and a jacket, as conference 
rooms may be cold to some. 

Reminder! Online registration closes Sept. 15. 

Full conference registration for city officials is $725 and includes access to general and 
concurrent sessions, the expo hall, CitiPAC and diversity caucus receptions, as well as 
grab-and-go breakfast on Thursday and Friday and lunch on Thursday. 

Cal Cities strives to host inclusive, accessible events that enable all individuals to 
engage fully. To request an accommodation or for inquiries about accessibility, please 
contact Event Registration Specialist Megan Dunn. Every effort will be made to honor 
requests submitted. Please note, Cal Cities does not have control over specific room 
assignments or how rooms are set up. All hotel need requests should go directly to your 
hotel. 
Scammers may contact you claiming to sell attendee lists or be the housing 
bureau/service for the conference. Cal Cities does not sell attendee lists or use a 
housing service. Only trust emails from @calcities.org or the official hotel you book with. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.calcities.org/advocacy/resolutions-and-the-general-assembly
https://www.calcities.org/advocacy/resolutions-and-the-general-assembly
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2026/08/12/heres-what-your-city-needs-to-know-about-the-2026-general-resolution
mailto:mdunn@calcities.org


 

Registration open now for the 2026 Municipal 

Finance Institute 
Sep 9, 2026 

Deadline to register is Dec. 2 

By Cal Cities Education Staff 
Make sense of fiscal issues big and small at the 2026 Municipal Finance Institute, Dec. 
10-11 in Monterey. Designed for city staff, the institute connects finance directors and 
other municipal finance professionals with the essential information they need through 
sessions on CalPERS, the Federal Reserve, raising revenues without new taxes, and 
more! 

Registration and hotel information  

Registration for the full institute starts at $500 for city officials from any Cal Cities 
member city. Registration includes admission to all educational sessions, seminar 
meals, and admission to the Thursday evening reception. The deadline to register 
online is Wednesday, Dec. 2. After that, officials may register on-site if space is 
available.  
The 2026 Municipal Finance Institute will be at the Monterey Plaza Hotel. A limited 
number of hotel rooms are available at a reduced rate for conference attendees who 
register before Tuesday, Nov. 17. Discounted hotel rooms often sell out early, so 
advance registration is encouraged. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available. For questions, please contact Exposition Sales 
and Event Sponsorship Manager Amy Wade. For registration questions, please contact 
Registrar Megan Dunn. For program questions, please contact Event Program Manager 
Erin Wylder. 
In advance of the seminar, please review Cal Cities' event and meeting policies.  

 

 

 

https://www.calpers.ca.gov/
https://www.calcities.org/home/about-us/member-cities
https://www.calcities.org/home/about-us/member-cities
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Sponsorships
mailto:AWade@calcities.org
mailto:mdunn@calcities.org
mailto:ewylder@calcities.org
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event-and-meeting-policies-26201


 

Fire Chiefs Leadership Seminar registration now 

open 
Sep 9, 2026 

Deadline to register is Dec. 2 

By Cal Cities Education Staff 
Join Cal Cities in Monterey Dec. 9-10 for the 2026 Fire Chiefs Leadership Seminar. 
Designed for fire service leaders — including fire chiefs, battalion chiefs, senior 
command staff, and union leadership — the seminar offers sessions on community risk 
reduction, liability and risk reduction, Zone Zero, behavioral health calls, and more! 

Registration and hotel information  

Registration for the full seminar starts at $500 for city officials from any Cal Cities 
member city. Registration includes admission to all educational sessions, seminar 
meals, and admission to the Wednesday evening reception. The deadline to register 
online is Wednesday, Dec. 2. After that, officials may register on-site if space is 
available.  
The 2026 Fire Chiefs Seminar will be at the Monterey Plaza Hotel. A limited number of 
hotel rooms are available at a reduced rate for conference attendees who register 
before Tuesday, Nov. 17. Discounted hotel rooms often sell out early, so advance 
registration is encouraged. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available. For questions, please contact Exposition Sales 
and Event Sponsorship Manager Amy Wade. For registration questions, please contact 
Registrar Megan Dunn. For program questions, please contact Event Program Manager 
Erin Wylder. 
In advance of the seminar, please review Cal Cities' event and meeting policies.  

 

 

 

 

https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7BA7D30C40-73D7-F011-8543-6045BDEF619C%7D
https://www.calcities.org/home/about-us/member-cities
https://www.calcities.org/home/about-us/member-cities
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Sponsorships
mailto:AWade@calcities.org
mailto:mdunn@calcities.org
mailto:ewylder@calcities.org
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event-and-meeting-policies-26201


 

Policy and equity committee applications due Sept. 

30 
Sep 9, 2026 

By Meghan McKelvey, senior member services manager, and Meg Desmond, legislative 
operations manager 
Are you looking to get more involved, connect with peers, or influence statewide legislation? Cal 
Cities offers a variety of volunteer leadership and committee roles for passionate and committed 
members. Applications are currently being accepted for seven policy committees and the 
Advancing Equity Advisory Committee.  

Shape statewide legislation by joining a policy committee 

Developing Cal Cities policy is a dynamic process that depends on the active involvement and 
expertise of city officials from all over the state. Cal Cities’ seven policy committees meet 
regularly to review and recommend positions for bills and regulatory proposals. Each committee 
meets at least three times annually — January, March, and June. 
For 2027, the January and March meetings will be in person. The June meeting will be held 
virtually. Cal Cities does not reimburse committee members for travel expenses associated with 
attending policy committee meetings. Each appointment serves a one-year term. 

City officials can apply for a division, department, caucus, or presidential appointment online. 
Approximately 60 city officials serve on each committee. Applicants will be asked to briefly 
share information about their professional experience and policy knowledge when applying. 
For questions, contact Meg Desmond. Applications are due by Sept. 30. 

Create more equitable communities through Cal Cities' equity committee 

The Advancing Equity Advisory Committee helps cities strengthen their capacity to eliminate 
racial disparities, heal racial divisions, and build more equitable communities while also turning 
Cal Cities’ organizational diversity goals into intentional and consistent practices at all levels of 
the organization. 

The committee is made up of 40 members, representing caucuses, divisions, and departments. 
Five members are at-large members. Each member serves a one-year term. Next year’s 
meetings are tentatively scheduled for: Jan. 29, April 2, June TBD, and Aug. 27, from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Zoom. The committee will hold a virtual orientation on Dec. 9 at 9 a.m. 

Applications for the Advancing Equity Advisory Committee close on Sept. 30. Applicants will be 
asked about their lived and professional experiences/qualifications. For questions, contact 
Meghan McKelvey. 

 

https://www.calcities.org/staff/meghan-mckelvey
https://www.calcities.org/staff/meg-desmond
https://www.calcities.org/staff/meg-desmond
https://www.calcities.org/advocacy/policy-areas-and-committees
https://my.calcities.org/Security/Sign-In?returnurl=%2fPolicy-Committee-Application
mailto:mdesmond@calcities.org
https://my.calcities.org/Advancing-Equity-Application



