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WEEKLY MEMO  08-13-2026

N E W S  A R T I C L E S



The Tribune 
Aug 12, 2026 

No vote on hotel worker wages 
B Y OC  TR IB UN E S TA F F O N  AUGUS T 1 2 ,  2 0 26  •  (  LEAVE A C O MMEN T  )  

 
UPDATE on two petition drives in Garden Grove (Shutterstock). 

By Jim Tortolano 
Orange County Tribune 

One of the two proposed ballot measures backed by members of the local hotel 

workers union won’t be appearing on the Nov. 3 ballot. 

The other – calling for a public vote on the proposed Nickelodeon hotel on Harbor 
Boulevard – is in the process of its petitions being evaluated by the Orange County 

Registrar of Voters. 

According to the Garden Grove City Clerk’s office, a petition on the hotel with 9,674 
signatures was submitted. 

Typically, the gathering of signatures includes some persons signing who are not 

residents of the city, or who are not registered voters, either of which would 
disqualify them. 

The Registrar will now seek to validate the signatures. If sufficient, the proposed 

initiative would go before Garden Grove voters. 

The other proposed initiative called for a raise in the minimum wage for hotel 
workers. 

Details about why that initiative won’t advance was not available at our deadline. 

 

 

 

https://orangecountytribune.com/author/orangecountytribune/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/08/12/no-vote-on-hotel-worker-wages/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/08/12/no-vote-on-hotel-worker-wages/#respond
https://i0.wp.com/orangecountytribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/votehands.jpg?ssl=1


The Tribune 
Aug 12, 2026 

26-unit condo project approved 
B Y OC  TR IB UN E S TA F F O N  AUGUS T 1 2 ,  2 0 26  •  (  2  C OMMEN TS  )  

 
A 26-UNIT condo project won approval from the Garden Grove City Council (Shutterstock). 

By Jim Tortolano 

Orange County Tribune 

A proposed 26-unit condominium complex won approval from the Garden Grove 
City Council. 

At Tuesday’s meeting the council voted 6-1 in favor of the adoption of an ordinance 

for the construction of the project on a 1.8-acre parcel at the southeast corner of 
Russell Avenue and Kerry Street. 

The ordinance calls for a change in zoning from single-family to multiple residential 

and planned unit development. 

Councilmember George Brietigam (District 1) cast the sole dissenting vote. 

Also approved was an agreement with Chipman Relocation & Logistics of $80,000 
for moving services associated with the relocation of the police department to its 

new facility at Euclid Street and Acacia Parkway. 

The move won’t be simple; it’s estimated to take place over “multiple weekends.” 

Additional personnel from the Orange County Fire Authority from Fire Station 81 
will be moved to accommodate hazard materials abatement and demolition of the 

existing GGPD building. 

The OCFA personnel and equipment will be returned to Station 81 once the facility 
is ready to be occupied. 

Much of the early portion of the meeting was involved with public meeting 
comments in which most of the speakers expressed their frustration with what they 
felt was the “inaction” of the city and the city council regarding the hazmat crisis at 

GKN Aerospace facility in May. 

https://orangecountytribune.com/author/orangecountytribune/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/08/12/26-unit-condo-project-gets-approval/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/08/12/26-unit-condo-project-gets-approval/#comments
https://i0.wp.com/orangecountytribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/construction-planning.jpg?ssl=1


 

 

 



 

 

      

 

 

 
Contact: Mark Freeman 

Community Services Manager 

(714) 741-5200 / markf@ggcity.org 

 

Friday, August 7, 2026 

 

Foods Of Garden Grove Live Returns 

This September by Popular Demand 
 

 Following the success of last year’s event, the City of Garden Grove presents the 

3rd annual Foods of Garden Grove Live. The tasting event returns to Downtown 

Garden Grove on Friday, September 25, 2026, from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Village 

Green Park, 12732 Main St. 

At Village Green Park, guests can sample a flavorful and varied selection of food 

and drinks from popular Garden Grove eateries and enjoy family-friendly activities. This 

year’s growing lineup features favorites like Smoke Queen BBQ, Carolina’s Italian 

Restaurant and Amarith Farmhouse, with additional restaurants to be announced in the 

coming weeks. Live music will take place nearby at the Garden Amp on Historic Main 

Street. Admission to the event and concert is free. Tickets for food tastings go on sale 

Monday, Aug. 17, at fogg.live.  

The Foods of Garden Grove Live event is part of the City’s year-round Foods of 

Garden Grove initiative, which showcases more than 100 select food and drink 

establishments. Designed to support small businesses, the initiative offers a virtual tour 

through Garden Grove’s vibrant ethnic enclaves, including Little Saigon, OC Koreatown, 

Latin eateries, and Michelin Guide honorees. For more information, visit 

ggcity.org/foodsofgardengrove. 

-More- 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/
mailto:markf@ggcity.org
https://fogg.live/
https://ggcity.org/foodsofgardengrove


Sponsorship opportunities are available for local businesses and organizations to 

support Foods of Garden Grove Live. Packages begin at $500 and offer benefits such 

as recognition on the FoGG Live website, event signage, social media promotion, 

advertisements in the event program and VIP tasting wristbands, depending on the 

sponsorship level. Custom sponsorship opportunities are also available. For more 

information, visit fogg.live/sponsorship or contact foodies@ggcity.org.  

Visit fogg.live to view the free activities planned for Foods of Garden Grove Live, 

along with participating restaurant announcements, concert details and tasting ticket 

pricing. 

### 

mailto:fogg.live/sponsorship
mailto:foodies@ggcity.org
https://fogg.live/


 

 

 
 

 
Contact: Janet Pelayo  

Community Services Deputy Director 
 (714) 741-5200/janetp@ggcity.org 
 

Friday, July 31, 2026 

 

 

City of Garden Grove to Celebrate Jardin de Los Nino Park 
Improvements 

 
The City of Garden Grove invites the community to attend a ribbon cutting 

ceremony marking the completion of improvements to Jardin de los Ninos Park, 

including new playground equipment and a new play surface. The ceremony will 

take place at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 6, at the park, 12534 Keel Ave., and will 

include remarks by Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein, followed by a ceremonial ribbon 

cutting. 

Designed to provide children and families with an updated place to play and 

gather, the project is part of the City’s Capital Improvement Plan and supports 

priorities outlined in the 15-year Parks and Facilities Master Plan. 

Jardin de los Ninos Park is the first of three neighborhood park improvement 

projects scheduled for completion in 2026. The projects are partially funded by a $1 

million dollar grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 

Community Project Funding program. Improvements at Haster Basin Park and West 

Haven Park are expected to be completed later this year. 

For more information, contact the Community Services Department at (714) 

741-5200. 

 

 

      

mailto:janetp@ggcity.org
https://ggcity.org/sites/default/files/PRF-Master-Plan.pdf
https://ggcity.org/news/park-improvement-projects
https://ggcity.org/news/park-improvement-projects
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


 



 

 

 

 

 
CONTACT: Janet Pelayo 

Community Services Deputy Director 

(714) 741-5200 / janetp@ggcity.org 

 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 
 

 

COMMUNITY INVITED TO WOODBURY PARK 
REOPENING CELEBRATION AUGUST 29 

 

The City of Garden Grove invites the community to attend the reopening 

celebration of Woodbury Park on Saturday, August 29, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m., at 13800 Rosita Place. The free event will feature a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony, interactive demonstrations, complimentary classes, family activities, 

themed giveaways, and free hot dogs, until supplies last. Following the ribbon-

cutting ceremony, the entire park’s newly renovated amenities will be open for 

use. 

The fully remodeled 3.8-acre park includes two jungle-themed playground 

areas for ages 2 to 5 and 5 to 12 with a variety of play equipment, including 

colorful play structures, a multi-person swing and seesaw, interactive activity 

panels, and musical sound elements. The park also features a recreational 

swimming pool, a pool house building, a skate plaza, basketball courts, a walking 

trail, outdoor fitness equipment, picnic shelters, a parking lot, and park lighting. 

Parking for event attendees will be available at Woodbury Elementary 

School, located at 11362 Woodbury Road. 

 

-more-  

      

mailto:janetp@ggcity.org
https://www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us/mobileapp
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


COMMUNITY INVITED TO WOODBURY PARK REOPENING CELEBRATION AUGUST 29 

2-2-2 

 
The park improvements were completed through the Woodbury Park 

Revitalization and Expansion Project, an initiative identified in the City’s Parks, 

Recreation & Facilities Master Plan. The $11 million project is funded in part by the 

2018 Park Bond Act Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization 

Grant. 

For more information about the Woodbury Park Reopening Celebration, 

contact the Community Services Department at (714) 741-5200. 

For more information about the Woodbury Park Revitalization and Expansion 

Project, visit ggcity.org/parksplan. 

 

https://ggcity.org/parksplan


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 

CONTACT: Johnathan Garcia 
City Manager’s Office 

(714) 741-5283/ Johnathang@ggcity.org    

Monday, August 10, 2026 

  

GKN AEROSPACE ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR POTENTIAL CLAIMS 

PROGRAM FOLLOWING MAY INCIDENT 

 

GKN Aerospace (GKN) is assessing a potential claims program for people impacted 

by the May 2026 hazmat incident at its Garden Grove facility. 

According to GKN, the proposed program would allow individuals to submit claims 

for losses related to the May evacuation order. Additional details, including eligibility 

requirements and instructions for submitting claims, have not yet been announced. a 

“Our community should not bear the financial burden of this incident,” said Garden 

Grove Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein. “Providing compensation to people impacted by 

this incident is the right thing to do, but any claims program does not represent the full 

measure of accountability we expect from GKN.” 

Community members are encouraged to visit gkngg.com for updates about the 

potential claims program and to sign up to receive notifications as additional information 

becomes available. 

### 

      

mailto:Johnathang@ggcity.org
https://www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us/mobileapp
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


 

 

 

 

 
Contact: Nick Hsieh 

Public Works Department 

(714) 741-5190/nhsieh@ggcity.org 

 

Thursday, Aug. 6, 2026 

 

 

Street Rehabilitation Begins Aug. 13 in West Garden Grove 

 

Beginning Thursday, Aug. 13, the City of Garden Grove, will conduct street 

repairs and resurfacing in West Garden Grove as part of the 2026 Various Streets 

Rehabilitation Project. 

Pavement preparation and initial work are scheduled for Aug. 13-14, followed 

by chip seal work Aug. 17-18, and slurry seal Aug. 24-25. Concrete improvements 

will be scheduled for a later date. 

Work will take place along the following streets: 

 Alonzo Cook Street, from Anthony Avenue to the end of the cul-de-sac 

 Adams Street, from Anthony Avenue to Cerulean Avenue 

 Lenore Avenue, from Cerulean Avenue to Garnet Street 

 Trinette Avenue, from Lenore Avenue to Topaz Street 

 Garnet Street, from Trinette Avenue to Killarney Avenue 

 Topaz Street, from Cerulean Avenue to Lampson Avenue 

 Taylor Street, from Anthony Avenue to Cerulean Avenue 

 Poplar Street, from Sylvan Street to Cerulean Avenue 

 

Road surfaces will be temporarily rough during construction and will improve 

once the seal has been applied.  

      

mailto:nhsieh@ggcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


Residents will receive notice at least 48 hours before the slurry seal is 

applied. During that time, some streets may be temporarily closed to vehicle traffic. 

Motorists are asked to follow all posted parking restrictions and street closures. 

For more information, contact the Public Works Department at (714) 741-

5375 

### 
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@CityGardenGrove Garden Grove City Hall gardengrovecityhall
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Garden Grove City Hall
Fri 7/31/2026 4:25 pm PDT

Views 15,499

gardengrovecityhall
Fri 7/31/2026 4:25 pm PDT

Views 14,657

gardengrovecityhall
Mon 8/3/2026 9:16 am PDT

Views 2,187

 Jardin de los Niños Park is ready to play!

The renovations are complete, and you're invited…

 Jardin de los Niños Park is ready to play!

The renovations are complete, and you're invited…

Tomorrow!!

https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1493170776189405
https://www.instagram.com/p/DbecHWwDsul/
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gardengrovecityhall
Tue 8/4/2026 11:24 am PDT

Views 1,920

gardengrovecityhall
Thu 7/30/2026 8:38 am PDT

Views 1,722

gardengrovecityhall
Thu 7/30/2026 8:16 am PDT

Views 1,191

From 5:00 P.M.

to 8:00 P.M TODAY

𝐓𝐡𝐞 𝐔.𝐒. 𝐍𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧𝐚𝐥 𝐖𝐞𝐚𝐭𝐡𝐞𝐫 𝐒𝐞𝐫𝐯𝐢𝐜𝐞 𝐡𝐚𝐬 𝐝𝐞𝐜𝐥𝐚𝐫𝐞𝐝 𝐚𝐧
𝐄𝐱𝐭𝐫𝐞𝐦𝐞 𝐇𝐞𝐚𝐭 𝐖𝐚𝐫𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐛𝐞𝐠𝐢𝐧𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐨𝐧 𝐅𝐫𝐢𝐝𝐚𝐲, 𝐉𝐮𝐥𝐲
𝟑𝟏 𝐚𝐭 𝟏𝟎:𝟎𝟎 𝐚.𝐦. 𝐚𝐧𝐝 𝐜𝐨𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐮𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐮𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐥 𝐒𝐮𝐧𝐝𝐚𝐲,…

Don’t miss our last Summer Concert!

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DbbB0roSCCZ/
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gardengrovecityhall
Thu 7/30/2026 10:46 am PDT

Views 912

gardengrovecityhall
Fri 7/31/2026 8:54 am PDT

Views 911

gardengrovecityhall
Fri 7/31/2026 8:55 am PDT

Views 761
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gardengrovecityhall
Fri 7/31/2026 8:57 am PDT

Views 726

Garden Grove City Hall
Wed 8/5/2026 12:43 pm PDT

Views 663

@CityGardenGrove
Thu 7/30/2026 9:42 am PDT

Impressions 308

Photo by Bobby Palmer 𝐓𝐡𝐞 @NWS 𝐡𝐚𝐬 𝐝𝐞𝐜𝐥𝐚𝐫𝐞𝐝 𝐚𝐧 𝐄𝐱𝐭𝐫𝐞𝐦𝐞 𝐇𝐞𝐚𝐭
𝐖𝐚𝐫𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐛𝐞𝐠𝐢𝐧𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐨𝐧 𝐅𝐫𝐢𝐝𝐚𝐲, 𝐉𝐮𝐥𝐲 𝟑𝟏 𝐚𝐭 𝟏𝟎:𝟎𝟎 𝐚.𝐦.

𝐚𝐧𝐝 𝐜𝐨𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐮𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐮𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐥 𝐒𝐮𝐧𝐝𝐚𝐲, 𝐀𝐮𝐠𝐮𝐬𝐭 𝟐 𝐚𝐭 𝟖:𝟎𝟎 𝐩.…

https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/2294487384712727?substory_index=2294487384712727
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2082869500559700015
https://prod-api-aws.int.sproutsocial.com/profile/twitter/NWS/history
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@CityGardenGrove
Fri 7/31/2026 4:25 pm PDT

Impressions 233

@CityGardenGrove
Thu 7/30/2026 9:47 am PDT

Impressions 156

@CityGardenGrove
Thu 7/30/2026 9:43 am PDT

Impressions 135

 Jardin de los Niños Park is ready to play!

Join the City of Garden Grove for a ribbon cutting…

Cơ quan Thời tiết Quốc gia Hoa Kỳ (National

Weather Service) đã ban hành cảnh báo nắng

nóng cực độ, bắt đầu từ 10:00 giờ sáng Thứ Sáu…

미국 국립기상청은 7월 31일 오전 10시부터 8월 2일

오후 8시까지 폭염 경보를 발령했습니다.

pic.x.com/7h2lQwZL2T

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2083333160436126200
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2082870697622417730
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2082869731837780265
https://x.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2082869731837780265/photo/1
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@CityGardenGrove
Thu 7/30/2026 9:43 am PDT

Impressions 31

@CityGardenGrove
Thu 7/30/2026 9:38 am PDT

Impressions —

Removed

El Servicio Meteorológico Nacional ha emitido una

advertencia de calor extremo que comenzará el

Viernes 31 de Julio a las 10:00 a. m. y se…

𝐓𝐡𝐞 @NWS 𝐡𝐚𝐬 𝐝𝐞𝐜𝐥𝐚𝐫𝐞𝐝 𝐚𝐧 𝐄𝐱𝐭𝐫𝐞𝐦𝐞 𝐇𝐞𝐚𝐭
𝐖𝐚𝐫𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐛𝐞𝐠𝐢𝐧𝐧𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐨𝐧 𝐅𝐫𝐢𝐝𝐚𝐲, 𝐉𝐮𝐥𝐲 𝟑𝟏 𝐚𝐭 𝟏𝟎:𝟎𝟎 𝐚.𝐦.

𝐚𝐧𝐝 𝐜𝐨𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐮𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐮𝐧𝐭𝐢𝐥 𝐒𝐮𝐧𝐝𝐚𝐲, 𝐀𝐮𝐠𝐮𝐬𝐭 𝟐 𝐚𝐭 𝟖:𝟎𝟎 𝐩.…

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2082869629589041638
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2082868447671923072
https://prod-api-aws.int.sproutsocial.com/profile/twitter/NWS/history
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Garden Grove Police Department
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Garden Grove Police Department
Mon 8/3/2026 8:43 pm PDT

Engagements 635

Views 12,406

Reach 8,306

Engagement Rate (per View) 5.1%

Garden Grove Police Department
Mon 8/3/2026 5:55 pm PDT

Engagements 4,682

Views 174,629

Reach 112,850

Engagement Rate (per View) 2.7%

Video Views 79,284

Garden Grove Police Department
Sat 8/1/2026 12:39 pm PDT

Engagements 778

Views 17,827

Reach 11,399

Engagement Rate (per View) 4.4%

***UPDATE***

Missing person has been LOCATED and reunited

with family. Thank you for your help.

Yesterday, GGPD officers located a stolen vehicle

and initiated a traffic stop. The driver refused to

stop, leading officers on a pursuit before…

***UPDATE***

Missing person has been LOCATED and reunited

with her family. Thank you for your help.

https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/1494977519331319
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1397099159282635/
https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/1492917262870678
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August 13, 2026 

 

 

 

1. Calendar of Events 

2. Agenda for the August 20, 2026 Garden Grove Planning Commission meeting. 

3. League of California Cities articles from August 7, 2026 to August 13, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 









 

City Clerks New Law and Elections Seminar 

registration open 
Aug 12, 2026 

By Cal Cities Education Staff 

Registration is now open for the City Clerks New Law and Elections Seminar, taking 
place Nov. 18-20 in Redondo Beach. The seminar equips city clerks with the tools 
needed to respond to emerging challenges and conduct routine business. City clerks 

will have numerous opportunities to learn from their colleagues and policy experts, 
as well as form invaluable support networks. 

Keynote speaker Rob Shanahan will kick off the conference with a look at 
leadership, communication, and performing under pressure. Throughout the 
conference, attendees can explore a range of topics, including Web Content 

Accessibility Guidelines, new rules for district elections, First Amendment auditors, 
de-escalation skills, and artificial intelligence. 

The seminar will also include the popular new law and elections update. More 
information, including the full schedule and session information, is available in the 
“Program” section of the seminar webpage.    

Registration and hotel information  

Registration for the full seminar starts at $600 for city officials from any Cal 
Cities member city. Seminar registration includes admission to all educational 

sessions, Wednesday lunch and evening reception, Thursday breakfast and lunch, 
and Friday breakfast. 
The deadline to register is Nov. 11. Afterward, officials must register on-site if 

space is available.   

This year, the City Clerks New Law and Elections Seminar will be at the Sonesta 

Redondo Beach hotel. A limited number of hotel rooms are available at a reduced 
rate for seminar attendees. The deadline to reserve a discounted hotel room is Oct. 
27. Discounted rooms often sell out before the deadline, so register early! 

For more information, visit the City Clerks New Law and Elections 
Seminar webpage. For registration questions, contact Event Registration 

Specialist Megan Dunn. To sponsor the conference, please contact Exposition Sales 
and Event Sponsorship Manager Amy Wade. For all other questions, please contact 
Event Program Manager Kayla Boutros.   

 

https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7B9EEE9112-CEC3-F011-BBD3-7CED8D1CD64F%7D
https://www.calcities.org/home/about-us/member-cities
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7B9EEE9112-CEC3-F011-BBD3-7CED8D1CD64F%7D
mailto:MDunn@calcities.org
mailto:awade@calcities.org
mailto:kboutros@calcities.org


 

 

Closed-door bailout for private utilities would 

leave cities and wildfire survivors footing the bill 
Aug 12, 2026 

Contact your lawmakers and tell them you oppose the bailout 

By Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate managing editor, and Melissa Sparks-
Kranz, legislative advocate 
Gov. Gavin Newsom is putting his might behind a last-minute bailout for private 

utility giants that cause wildfires. The yet-unveiled proposal is expected to 
dramatically limit how much money cities, insurance companies, and even 

individuals can recover from utility companies. 

Cal Cities’ response will be the same as it has been in the months leading up to this 
closed-door deal: Cal Cities opposes any attempt to undermine public infrastructure 

and emergency response or shift recovery costs to cities and taxpayers. 
Last year, the state’s three largest utility companies posted billions of dollars in 

profits. The leaders of those companies have seen their pay surge to $16 million, 
$19 million, and $22 million — making them some of the nation’s wealthiest utility 
CEOs — as over half of Californians report trouble paying their utility bills. 

Wildfire survivors, insurance companies, and other local government groups have 
blasted the deal. “In government, what we should be doing at the end of the day is 

protecting people who are the most vulnerable, not protecting the richest, not 
protecting corporate interests,” Joy Chen, executive director of the Every Fire 
Survivor’s Network, told Politico. “This proposal does the opposite of what public 

policy should be doing.” 

What do we think the proposal would do to cities? 

The proposal is still not yet in print. But cities, along with counties, special districts, 

and other local public agencies, could take a major hit in three key areas. 

The Governor’s proposal would limit damage claims on public property and 
infrastructure to the depreciated value of the asset. For example: Cities could only 

recover what a 60-year-old water system costs, not what it costs to replace the 
infrastructure when the utility has damaged the system. 

To fill the gap to get to replacement cost, the Governor’s proposal suggests that 
cities recover those costs through their own insurance, instead of the utility 
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company. However, those costs would then be borne by local residents and wildfire 
survivors themselves, rather than the utility that caused the fire. 

The proposal would also eliminate emergency response and mutual aid as 

recoverable costs. This would completely disincentivize local agencies, which are 
typically the first responders, from participating in mutual aid and emergency 

response. 

In theory, the Federal Emergency Management Agency could reimburse cities for 
mutual aid costs, but there is significant uncertainty over when and how much they 

will be reimbursed. FEMA is far from a reliable source of funding and is squabbling 
with local fire agencies on costs associated with past utility-caused wildfires. 

Newsom himself is still calling on the federal government to provide promised aid 
for survivors of last year’s Los Angeles wildfires. 
Finally, the package would eliminate property tax loss revenue as a recoverable 

cost. This is typically baked into any claims that a city brings forward and would 
impact cities’ bottom line until new homes are built, which could take years. 

The total that the utilities have paid out in public agency damages from 2017 to 
2024 is 4% of their total payout — arguably pennies on the dollar for the utilities 
but a substantial hit to local public agencies.   

How would this impact cities? 

When a utility causes a wildfire, they must fully compensate for property damage. 
Public infrastructure, lost tax revenue, emergency response, and mutual aid are 

necessary and critical for local governments to function. If public agencies cannot 
recover costs from negligent utilities, the very survivors whose community burned 
will likely foot the bill instead. Limiting public agency recovery will only shift costs 

to taxpayers and financially strand local governments, increasing strain on 
municipal budgets or even bankruptcy. 

Does the proposal do anything else? 

The proposal is also expected to include changes to the state’s last-resort home 
insurance program, streamline and fund wildfire mitigation, and modify oversight of 
utility wildfire mitigation plans and require increased climate credits to electricity 

ratepayers. 

What can cities do? 

Cal Cities is urging all city officials and cities to call or text their assembly 

member and senator to express their opposition to the bailout. City officials and 
cities can also sign on to Cal Cities’ letter urging lawmakers to oppose any reforms 
that limit public agency recovery. To sign on to the letter or learn more, contact 

your regional public affairs manager.  
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Bill Talk: Everyone is in suspense 
Aug 12, 2026 

A weekly update from Cal Cities, sorting through the state bill buzz 

By Cal Cities Staff 

There are just three more weeks of session and one more week of Bill Talk left for 
the year. On Aug. 13, lawmakers in the powerful appropriations committees will 
slash their way through a kill-bill spree. The process allows the committees to cull 

bills with overly large tags and quietly pump the brakes on more controversial 
measures. Earlier this year, the committees held about a quarter of the bills that 

came before them. 
Lawmakers have until Aug. 31 to get their bills to Gov. Gavin Newsom’s desk. 
Things will almost certainly heat up in the last two weeks of session. Keep an eye 

out for floor alerts from your regional public affairs managers in the coming weeks. 
Your advocacy could be the determining factor for several key measures. 

- Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate managing editor 

Pension reform rollback bill placed on Senate Appropriations suspense file judgment 

AB 1383 (McKinnor), a costly measure that would expand pension benefits and roll 
back key provisions of the Public Employees’ Pension Reform Act (PEPRA), remains 

under consideration in the Legislature. The bill recently advanced to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, where lawmakers placed it on the committee’s suspense 

file due to its significant fiscal impact. Cal Cities opposes the measure due to the 
long-term costs it would impose on cities. 
- Johnnie Piña, legislative advocate 

Sponsored housing bill avoids fiscal hurdle, heads to Senate Floor 

Cal Cities’ sponsored housing bill, AB 2296 (Papan), moved through the Senate 
Appropriations Committee and could get a final floor vote as early as this week. The 

measure allows cities to begin the housing element update process six months 
earlier than existing law. This would make it easier for local governments to work 
collaboratively with, and receive technical assistance from, the Department of 

Housing and Community Development to get their housing elements certified and 
approved on time. 

- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

Road funding bill heads to Governor for final approval 

One of Cal Cities’ sponsored bills, SB 922 (Laird), passed off the Assembly Floor 
and received its final stamp of approval through Senate concurrence. The bill is now 

headed to the Governor’s desk for a final decision. The measure seeks to clarify 
that cities may recover the cost of street maintenance and repair caused by public 
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service operations, such as waste hauling, through service-related fees and 
charges. City officials can support SB 922 by sending a request for signature 
letter to Gov. Gavin Newsom. 

- Ben Triffo, legislative advocate 

Three housing measures await suspense file verdict 

Cal Cities is keeping a close eye on three housing measures on the Senate 

Appropriations’ suspense file. AB 2002 (Solache), which Cal Cities supports, would 
establish a fund to help local governments with various planning activities related to 
the Regional Housing Needs Allocation process. 

AB 1621 (Wilson), opposed by Cal Cities, generally prohibits local governments 
from requiring more than two rounds of review for a housing project's building 

permit application. If an application remains noncompliant after two reviews, local 
agencies may be forced to deny the permit rather than working with an applicant to 
resolve any issues. This could increase litigation and appeals by applicants 

challenging permit denials, including when the denial is based on environmental or 
building code violations that local governments must enforce under state and local 

law. 
Cal Cities also opposes AB 1751 (Quirk-Silva), which requires cities to automatically 
approve townhome development projects that are less than three stories tall in 

multifamily residential zones and vacant single-family lots. A townhome project 
could qualify even if the site is planned for higher density in a city’s certified 

housing element, forcing cities to find new housing sites to maintain compliance 
with state housing element law. 
- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

Cal Cities-supported bills would create a more proactive approach to homelessness 

Two homelessness prevention bills supported by Cal Cities are on the Senate 
Appropriations Committee’s suspense file. AB 1899 (Caloza) creates the Office of 

Youth Homelessness Prevention to develop a comprehensive framework to address 
youth homelessness; AB 1924 (Gabriel) requires the California Interagency Council 
on Homelessness to develop and publicly issue a more general statewide 

homelessness prevention strategy. 
Both measures require the creation of comprehensive homelessness prevention 

strategies, including guidance and technical assistance for local agencies. They also 
seek to create coordinated statewide strategies that shift the focus from responding 
to homelessness to preventing it in the first place. 

- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate 

Well-intended bill would expose cities to new litigation 

SB 747 (Wiener) is on the Assembly’s suspense file. This bill allows Californians to 

sue government officials or employees who violate their constitutional rights. The 
measure is in response to the high-profile cases of excessive force and other 

abuses by federal immigration agents. Cal Cities does not believe the bill will 
achieve its intended goal and instead will expose cities to increased litigation, 
liability, and administrative burdens. Cal Cities opposes the bill; a city sample 

letter is available online.  
- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst 

Co-sponsored public safety measures on Suspense File 
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The Senate Appropriations Committee placed AB 1941 (González, Mark), a measure 
co-sponsored by Cal Cities that strengthens penalties for individuals who 
collaborate to steal metal materials, on its suspense file. These thefts damage 

critical city infrastructure and pose significant public safety risks. Cities should 
submit a letter of support before Aug. 13 using Cal Cities’ sample city support 

letter. 
Another Cal Cities bill, SB 758 (Umberg), is on the Assembly’s suspense file. The 
measure prevents smoke shops and other specified tobacco retailers from selling 

nitrous oxide. Recreational use of nitrous oxide can lead to serious adverse health 
events, including death. A city sample letter is available online; submit before Aug. 

13. 
AB 758 is part of a broader nitrous oxide legislative package that includes SB 936 
(Blakespear) — also supported by Cal Cities. SB 936 would prohibit the sale and 

distribution of flavored nitrous oxide products and containers capable of holding 
more than eight grams of nitrous oxide. The bill is on the Assembly’s Appropriations 

suspense file. 
- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst 

Sponsored recovery housing bills face fiscal hurdle 

The Cal Cities-sponsored SB 490 (Umberg) and SB 329 (Blakespear) are awaiting 

judgment on the Assembly Appropriations Committee’s suspense file. The measures 
respond to a state audit that found the state failed to thoroughly investigate 

complaints against residential alcohol and drug treatment facilities. 
SB 329 requires DHCS to assign complaints against licensed facilities to an 
investigator within 10 days and to complete investigations within 120 days. The bill 

also requires DHCS to publish an annual report detailing the number of 
investigations conducted and how many exceed the 120-day timeline. 

SB 490 applies similar timelines to complaints involving unlicensed sober living 
homes, while also allowing counties to partner with DHCS to conduct site visits and 
take a more active role in ensuring compliance. The bill also requires follow-up 

visits to confirm that violations have been addressed. 

More information on Cal Cities’ advocacy on recovery housing can be found in a 

recently published Cal Cities Advocate article. 
- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate 

Proposed license plate reader policy threatens investigations 

The Assembly Appropriations Committee placed SB 1013 (Cervantes) on its 

suspense file. This bill limits automated license plate recognition data access, 
retention, sharing, and default vendor settings. Cal Cities is especially concerned 

with the 30-day retention limit and is opposed to SB 1013 unless it is amended to 
address the data retention timeline. 

Many crimes are not reported within 30 days of occurrence; limiting data retention 
to this time frame could prevent law enforcement from accessing critical evidence 
needed to investigate and solve crimes. Cities should consider submitting 

an oppose unless amended letter before Aug. 13. 
- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst 

A quick reminder 
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Bill Talk is a weekly breakdown of the biggest bills, policy committee hearings, and 
legislative deadlines that city leaders need to know about. To get this list on 
Monday, contact your regional public affairs manager. To access old Bill Talks, visit 

the archive page. To see all tracked bills by issue area or priority, visit the Bill 
Search page. 
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Hear from high-flying, forward-thinking keynote 

speakers Stephanie Chung and Greg Lindsay 

at the 2026 annual conference! 
Aug 12, 2026 

Hear Chung’s unique story of leadership on Wednesday and start planning for the 

communities of the future with Lindsay on Thursday 

By Cal Cities Education Staff 

Aviation industry executive leader Stephanie Chung will share tips for leading 
diverse teams, and futurist Greg Lindsay will discuss how to build for a warmer 
future at this year’s Annual Conference and Expo. Held in Anaheim, Sept. 23-25, 

the annual conference equips city leaders with the cutting-edge knowledge, 
resources, and tools they need to support their communities. 

Stephanie Chung, an executive leader with energy and experience leading diverse 
teams, will kick off the conference on Wednesday. Chung will share short-term 
motivation tips that lead to long-term success and outline how leaders can build 

trust and influence outcomes through conversation. 

Then on Thursday, Greg Lindsay, an urbanist and futurist, will talk about where we 

will live in an increasingly warmer future. Lindsay, who combined science, 
demographic data, and artificial intelligence to predict where climate-resilient 
communities will be, will discuss how to build with intention for the future. 

Keep an eye out in the coming weeks for details about Friday’s keynote speaker, 
who is out of this world! 

Full conference schedule posted 
Session descriptions for the Cal Cities Annual Conference and Expo are now online! 
This year’s conference features a slate of practical solutions to complex challenges, 
including dangerous e-bike usage, bulk public comments, employee burnout, 

escalating fire risk, and changing immigration laws. 

To make the most of your conference experience, start planning your conference 

schedule today! On the annual conference webpage, scroll down to “Program” and 
select “View Detailed Program” to look through current session details, including 
times, speakers, and session descriptions. Check back often, as details may 

change. 

https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7BEE6DA7DA-9ABA-F011-BBD3-7CED8D1CD64F%7D
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Registration closes Sept. 15! 

Full conference registration for city officials is $725. Full conference registration 
includes access to general and concurrent sessions, the expo hall, CitiPAC and 
diversity caucus receptions, as well as grab-and-go breakfast on Thursday and 

Friday, and lunch on Thursday. 

Cal Cities strives to host inclusive, accessible events that enable all individuals to 

engage fully. To request an accommodation or for inquiries about accessibility, 
please contact Event Registration Specialist Megan Dunn. Every effort will be made 
to honor requests submitted. 

To learn more about the conference, including frequently asked questions, review 
the Annual Conference and Expo webpage. Scammers may contact you claiming to 

sell attendee lists or be the housing bureau/service for the conference. Cal Cities 
does not sell attendee lists or use a housing service. Only trust emails from 
@calcities.org or the official hotel you book with. 
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Here’s what your city needs to know about the 

2026 general resolution 
Aug 12, 2026 

By Cal Cities Staff 

Voting delegates will have one resolution to consider at Cal Cities’ upcoming 
General Assembly, held during its annual conference this September. The 
resolution, which seeks to restore and strengthen local authority over housing and 

land use matters, is winding its way through Cal Cities’ member-driven review 
process.   

The 2026 Resolution Packet contains the proposed resolution, supporting letters 
from city officials, and an analysis by Cal Cities. The packet also includes detailed 
information on the resolution process and the General Assembly. 

Cal Cities President Gabe Quinto referred the resolution to the Housing, 
Community, and Economic Development Committee, which will discuss it on Sept. 

17 at 10 a.m. via Zoom. The meeting will include a public comment period. 
Members can register to attend here. 
On Sept. 24 at 1:00 p.m., the Resolutions Committee will review the resolution and 

the policy committee’s recommendation. The meeting will also include a comment 
period open to Cal Cities members. Please refer to the onsite conference program 

for the meeting’s location. The General Assembly will convene on Spt. 25 to 
consider any resolutions forwarded by the Resolutions Committee. 

Cities must appoint a voting delegate by Sept. 1 to vote during the General 

Assembly. Each city may appoint up to two alternate delegates. The voting delegate 
packet contains more information on the process. 

Developing Cal Cities policy is a dynamic process that engages a wide range of 
members to ensure that Cal Cities represents California cities with one voice. 
The annual resolution process is one of many ways members can get involved in 

statewide policy-setting. 
More information about the resolution process and General Assembly is 

available online. For questions, contact Zach Seals, governance and leadership 
support manager. 
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