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The Tribune 

May 13, 2026 

 

Good news for fans of fat pigs 
on May 13, 2026  

 

If you owned a pot-bellied pig in Garden Grove and have been concerned because it 
wasn’t on the list of animals to be legally kept in a residential area, you can relax. 

On Tuesday night on a 6-0 vote (with Councilmember Cindy Tran absent), the city 
council voted its final approval to an ordinance permitting and regulating the 
possession of that rotund critter. 

The animal is native to the Red River Delta of Vietnam and is kept as a pet, 
although in its past has been raised for meat. Males can weigh as much as 110 lbs., 
with females at 105 lbs. 

In 2007 the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations declared the 
“sus domesticus” to be an endangered species. 

The ordinance will limit the keeping of no more than two pot-bellied pigs in 
residential lots, provided they are not bred, are neutered, are tested and vaccinated 
for certain communicable diseases and restrained on a leash when removed from 
the premises. 

Also, the premises where they are kept must be maintained in an odor-free, clean 
and sanitary manner and a permit is obtained for each animal. 

 



 

The Tribune 

May 14, 2026 

Santiago Canyon College seminar tackles 
tenant-landlord issues 
Renters’ responsibilities and rights emphasized 

 

By Larry D. Urish | larryurish7@gmail.com 

PUBLISHED: May 14, 2026 at 8:49 AM PDT 

Imagine trying to study for a final exam when you have no idea where you’ll be 
sleeping that night. Since students, like all rental tenants, can experience housing 
insecurity for any number of reasons, it’s essential that they understand their rights 
and responsibilities when entering into a legal agreement with their landlord. 

“Good Lease Vibes Only,” a 90-minute seminar provided on March 25 by Santiago 
Canyon College’s Real Estate Department, examined these rights and 
responsibilities, which differ for tenants and property owners. While this is the first 
SCC tenant/landlord event of its kind, future seminars will tackle this issue from 
different perspectives, furnishing critical information and advice from professionals 
in a variety of real estate specialties. 

The next seminar will take place in the fall, said Jovannys Mejia, coordinator of 
SCC’s The Hawk’s Nest: Basic Needs Center. 



“Given the recent rise in housing insecurity, we looked specifically at tenant rights, 
since students facing eviction were coming to us for help,” Mejia said. “That’s why 
we reached out to experts on campus.” 

The first expert Mejia contacted was Alana Gates, SCC professor of real estate and 
chair of the college’s Real Estate Department. “Jovannys mentioned that students 
were put in situations by their landlords, and (the renters) didn’t understand what 
was going on,” Gates said. “We determined that they needed material presented to 
them in a clear, understandable fashion.” 

Providing this information in an easily accessible manner was essential. After all, 
“California Tenants: A Guide to Tenants’ and Landlords’ Rights and Responsibilities” 
is a 156-page document published by the California Department of Real Estate 
that’s packed with complex details. “It’s hard for the average person to understand 
this,” Mejia said of the publication, which was made available to all seminar 
attendees. “There are so many complicated components to housing.” 

“I’ve been doing this for over 20 years,” said Gates, who has served on the 
Professional Standards Committee of Orange County Realtors, the local association 
of the National Association of Realtors. “When I started working with tenants, I 
learned that many don’t understand their rights. So I provided both the tenants and 
the landlords with their (respective) rights and responsibilities. It’s important that 
they both understand what each other has to know and do; many of them don’t.” 

The workshop, presented in partnership with the SCC Basic Needs Center and 
Business & Career Education Division, supported community education and 
awareness surrounding the rental housing industry. (Photo courtesy of RSCCD 
Communications) 

The workshop, presented in partnership with the SCC Basic Needs Center and 
Business & Career Education Division, supported community education and 
awareness surrounding the rental housing industry. (Photo courtesy of RSCCD 
Communications) 

The March 25 seminar was based largely on inquiries submitted by students prior to 
the event. “We received some great questions from them,” Gates said, “and my 
colleague and fellow professor, Martha Cherry, researched a lot of these issues 
before the meeting.” 

Gates noted that habitability was one of the most common concerns. “For example, 
if a landlord doesn’t address a cockroach infestation or things being broken in the 
apartment, what rights do tenants have?” she said. “What is classified as ‘urgent,’ 
versus something that can wait? Students wanted to know about the landlord’s 
obligation to fix the problem in a timely manner, and whether they’re obligated to 
pay rent, or if the landlord must relocate them until the problem is fixed.” 

Other common issues addressed in Good Lease Vibes Only included rent control, 
rental-deposit requirements and pet ownership, among many others. 

Tenant/landlord horror stories are not uncommon. “I had a veteran student who 
was facing eviction due to a mix-up with VA benefits that were put on hold,” Mejia 



said. “Even though it was clear the benefits were going to eventually be furnished, 
their landlord was evicting them.” 

“I have a current student who I’ve referred to mediation because she’s renting a 
place that’s infested with mice,” Gates said. “And she’s not getting anywhere with 
the landlord.” 

Mediation, she added, is currently a common point of discussion. “One of our guest 
speakers was a licensed mediator and arbitrator. He told me that the most common 
cases he’s currently hearing (across the full range of real estate topics) involve 
rental issues.” 

Future Good Lease Vibes Only seminars will include input from experts in Gates’ 
network of real estate professionals, each one discussing his or her own specialty. 
“So we’ll have a different outlook every time,” Gates said. “Somebody who came to 
the seminar last March will get a different industry professional sharing their 
experience at the next one. That way, we’ll keep (these events) fresh and current.” 

Along with future tenant/landlord seminars, SCC will provide an OC Home 
Ownership Fair on Aug. 22. “This will be presented for the entire community,” said 
Gates, who last winter received the President’s Award from Orange County 
Realtors. “And on Oct. 14, we’ll have a student-focused event about careers in real 
estate.” 

Mejia emphasized that anything that’s good for SCC’s student population benefits 
the community as a whole. “I’m super grateful to Gates and SCC’s Real Estate 
Department, including her strong ties to the community,” he said. “They’re 
wonderful, and I’m incredibly thankful.” 
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April 27, 2026 

 

‘Fallen Six’ to be honored at the ‘Call to 
Duty’ event May 14 
BY O C T R I B U N E  S T A F F O N  A P R I L  2 7 ,  2 0 2 6  

 

 

The 39th annual “Call to Duty” Memorial to honor the men of the Garden Grove 
Police Department who have made the ultimate sacrifice for the community will be 
held on May 14 at 11301 Acacia Parkway from 5-6 p.m. 

Since its establishment in the mid-50s, the GGPD has seen six officers lose their 
lives in the course of duty. They are Sgt. Myron Trapp, Officer Andy Reese, Officer 
Donald Reed, Officer Michael Rainford, Master Officer Howard Dallies Jr., and Lt. 
John Reynolds. 

According to the GGPD, this year’s event holds a special meaning because it will be 
the final ceremony in front of the current police facility as a new, much larger 
facility is under construction and will be ready for occupancy later in 2026. 

The new police building is three stories high with an adjacent parking structure at 
Euclid Street and Acacia Parkway. 



Contact: Sgt. Nick Jensen
Garden Grove Police Department
(714) 741-5414 / nickj@ggcity.org

Tuesday, May 12, 2026

39TH ANNUAL “CALL TO DUTY” MEMORIAL MARKS FINAL 
CEREMONY AT GARDEN GROVE POLICE HEADQUARTERS

The Garden Grove Police Department’s 39th Annual “Call to Duty” Memorial will 

take place on Thursday, May 14, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The ceremony 

will mark the final memorial service held in front of the current Garden Grove Police 

Headquarters, located at 11301 Acacia Parkway.

The annual service honors the six Garden Grove police officers who lost their 

lives in the line of duty: Sergeant Myron L. Trapp, Officer Andy Reese, Officer 

Donald F. Reed, Officer Michael Rainford, Master Officer Howard Dallies Jr., and 

Lieutenant John Reynolds.

Garden Grove Police Department Captain Luis Payan will officiate the memorial 

and introduce this year’s guest speaker, retired Garden Grove Police Department 

Lieutenant Steve Sanders.

The memorial will include a flag-folding ceremony, memorial bell ringing, 

helicopter flyover, and 21-gun salute. The Bolsa Grande High School Choir will 

also perform.

-more-



39TH ANNUAL “CALL TO DUTY” MEMORIAL 
2-2-2 
 

 On Thursday, May 14, from 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., the following street 

closures will be in effect: 

 Eastbound and westbound Acacia Parkway from City Hall to 7th Street 

 Northbound and southbound Civic Center Drive from Garden Grove Boulevard 

to Acacia Parkway 

In addition, no parking will be permitted along Civic Center Drive and Acacia 

Parkway from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Parking will be available at the following 

locations: 

 Garden Grove Masons Lodge No. 351, located at 11270 Acacia Parkway 

 Purcell Building, located at 11277 Garden Grove Boulevard 

 East and west parking lots of the Garden Grove Community Meeting Center 

and Garden Grove Senior Center, located at 11300 Stanford Avenue 

The 39th Annual “Call to Duty” Memorial will be livestreamed at 

www.ggcity.org. 

For more information, visit www.ggcity.org/police/memorial or visit the 

Garden Grove City Hall and Garden Grove Police Department Facebook pages. 

### 



Contact: Christy Le
Economic Development and Housing
Department
(714) 741-5206/christyl@ggcity.org

Thursday, May 7, 2026

CITY OF GARDEN GROVE TO CELEBRATE RIBBON CUTTING 
FOR THE MEDAL OF HONOR BIKE & PEDESTRIAN TRAIL 

ENHANCEMENTS 

The City of Garden Grove invites the community to a ribbon cutting 

ceremony celebrating new enhancements to the Medal of Honor Bike & Pedestrian 

Trail on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. at 12648 Nutwood St. The event will 

include remarks by Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein and a ceremonial ribbon cutting 

recognizing recent trail improvements designed to support recreation and 

community connection. 

This celebration marks an important milestone in the continued improvement 

of the Medal of Honor Bike & Pedestrian Trail. The trail serves as a place where 

residents and visitors can walk, ride, gather and reflect, while also recognizing the 

courage and sacrifice of Garden Grove’s Medal of Honor recipients.

During the event, attendees will have an opportunity to view the new trail 

enhancements, which include outdoor fitness equipment, trail furniture, trash 

receptacles, bike racks and signage. These improvements were funded in part 

through the Clean California Local Grant Program and were informed by public 

feedback gathered during community outreach, including input collected at the 

City’s 2024 and 2025 National Night Out event. 

-more- 



CITY OF GARDEN GROVE TO CELEBRATE RIBBON CUTTING 
2-2-2

The project reflects the City’s broader commitment to improving parks and 

pathways, reducing litter, promoting public health and enhancing amenities in 

underserved areas. In February 2024, the Garden Grove City Council approved 

participation in the Clean California Local Grant Program and authorized the 

appropriation of $441,000 in grant funding to support these trail improvements. 

Community members are encouraged to join the City in commemorating this 

milestone and celebrating the continued investment in one of Garden Grove’s 

meaningful public spaces. 

For more information, visit https://ggcity.org/medal-of-honor-trail. 





Contact: David Dent
Community Development Deputy Director
(714) 741-5343 / ddent@ggcity.org

Wednesday, May 13, 2026

CITY TO HOST CONSTRUCTION CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
PANEL ON MAY 19

On Tuesday, May 19, 2026, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., the City of 

Garden Grove will host a construction industry career development panel featuring 

experts from the public sector, consulting, and labor trades. The event will be held 

at the Garden Grove Community Meeting Center (Room A), located at 11300 

Stanford Avenue.

The panel will cover topics including industry trends, pathways to 

construction careers, accessibility requirements, and energy compliance. A 

networking session will take place from 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. Light refreshments will 

be provided.

Students, industry professionals, and individuals interested in pursuing a 

career in the construction industry are encouraged to attend. For more information 

and to register for the event, visit gg.city/trades-panel.

###



 

 



Contact: Dana Saucedo (714) 741-5242
Community Services Department
danam@ggcity.org

Monday, May 11, 2026

VOTE FOR GARDEN GROVE’S
BEST-LOOKING FRONT YARDS

Now through Monday, June 1, 2026, the public is invited to vote for their 

favorite front yards nominated in the Garden Grove Gems, a home beautification 

program. To vote, visit www.ggcity.org/gems.

The front yards are organized by Garden Grove’s six voting districts. Voters 

can select their favorite front yard in each district. The home with the highest 

number of votes, along with a runner-up will be recognized for each district.

Winners will be announced during the week of Monday, June 1, through the 

City’s website and social media. Winning homeowners will receive citywide 

recognition and will be invited to an awards reception hosted by the Garden Grove 

City Council.

For more information, visit ggcity.org/gems or call (714) 741-5200.

###
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

May 14, 2026 
 

 
 

1. Calendar of Events 

2. Meeting Minutes for the May 7, 2026 Garden Grove Planning Commission Meeting. 

3. Meeting Agenda for the May 21, 2026 Garden Grove Planning Commission 
Meeting. 

4. Notice of cancellation of the May 14, 2026 Garden Grove Zoning Administrator 
Meeting. 

5. League of California Cities articles from May 8, 2026 to May 14, 2026 
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Cal Cities urges lawmakers to intervene if CARB 
doesn't reverse proposed Cap-and-Invest changes 
May 13, 2026 

By Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate managing editor, and Melissa Sparks-

Kranz, legislative advocate 
Cal Cities, along with many other organizations, is expressing deep concerns with 

proposed changes to the state’s landmark carbon trading program. The changes 

would dissolve the Cap-and-Invest framework authorized just last year and reduce 

funding for key city priorities, including affordable housing and wildfire mitigation. 

Last year, the Legislature passed a sweeping update to what was then called the 
Cap-and-Trade Program. The update created a three-tiered framework for the 

state’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Major polluters still buy allocations based 

on their greenhouse gas emissions. The state then uses those proceeds to fund 

climate programs. The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund is the main source of 

funding for several state grant programs, including affordable housing. 

Then, in April, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) proposed several changes 
to the program. The new rules would create a roughly 50% drop in annual funding 

— a total $8 billion reduction through 2030. It would also redirect the Legislature’s 

discretionary funding (Tier 2) and stop essential programs in Tier 3 from receiving 

any funding at all. 

What is at stake is critically important funding for affordable housing, wildfire 
prevention, safe drinking water, transit, and air quality programs, as well as 

electricity bill rebates. 

The CARB proposal is a dramatic shift from what the Legislature and Gov. Gavin 

Newsom agreed to last year, which Cal Cities strongly supported. Although the 

current program doesn’t fund all of Cal Cities’ priorities — most notably zero-
emission fleets and organic waste diversion — it gave the Legislature flexibility to 

fund those areas each year. 

In a letter to the agency’s chair, Cal Cities argued that the changes — which 

primarily benefit manufacturers, oil, and gas companies — are unjustified and 

undermine the state's climate programs. The letter notes that the proposal goes far 

beyond what is permissible under a 15-day public comment period, and the agency 
has not conducted a true economic analysis. In a Senate hearing last week, Cal 

Cities urged the Legislature to intervene if the agency pushed the changes forward. 

https://www.calcities.org/people/brian-hendershot
https://www.calcities.org/staff/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://www.calcities.org/staff/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2026/05/04/why-nobody-loves-cap-and-invest-00905993
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2025/09/17/the-cap-and-trade-deal-includes-money-for-major-city-priorities---with-more-funding-fights-ahead
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/cap-and-invest-regulations-april-2026-cal-cities-csac.pdf?sfvrsn=e525bf98_5
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/hearings/279532#t=764&f=3cf28e5d0ff128437c9bdbc788e97978


Almost every stakeholder group, including other local government associations, 

construction unions, transit operators, and environmental organizations, opposes 

the draft changes. For their part, oil, gas, and manufacturing groups are arguing 
that the changes do not go far enough. 

The fight over the program’s future will continue later this month. As part of its 

proceedings, CARB will host a hearing on May 28. Should the current proposal 

proceed, Cal Cities and others will urge lawmakers to intervene during this 

legislative session. 
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Bill Talk: More appropriations bills to watch 
May 13, 2026 

A weekly update from Cal Cities, sorting through the state bill buzz 

By Cal Cities Staff 

Last week’s Bill Talk highlighted Cal Cities’ top legislative priorities heading 
into suspense file — a twice-yearly, lightning-fast vote on bills with a notable fiscal 

impact. Those measures must pass off suspense by May 15 to advance. But Cal 

Cities is also heavily engaged on dozens of other suspense file candidates, including 

ones focused on density bonus law, drunk driving, and e-bikes. 

This week also marks Gov. Gavin Newsom’s May budget revision. In January, his 

office unveiled a $348.9 billion budget. As usual, both the Governor and 
the independent Legislative Analyst's Office are at odds over how large the state’s 

multiyear budget deficit is — estimates made before skyrocketing energy 

costs caused by the war in Iran. Keep an eye out on Thursday for our coverage of 

the May Revision. 

A quick word on our future coverage: After May 15, policy committees are on hold 
until June 1. We’ll spotlight which bills made it off suspense (and which bills met an 

anticlimactic end) next week before taking a break until June 1. 

-Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate managing editor 

Density bonuses could kick in for majority market-rate projects 

Asm. David Alvarez is trying to amend the state’s density bonus law, which lets 

developers exceed density limits for affordable housing in certain circumstances. AB 
2433 requires cities to provide two additional incentives or reductions in standards 

for a project that provides a single, deed-restricted, for-sale unit for low-income 

communities. Cities would also have to approve the project if the developer 

complies with AB 130 (2025). 

As written, these incentives would kick in even if much of the project consists of 
market-rate or luxury rental projects, leaving a smaller percentage available for 

affordable housing. Cal Cities believes that state incentive programs like the density 

bonus law must produce affordable housing comparable to the benefits granted. 

The bill’s ministerial approval conditions would also allow developers to bypass local 

objective development standards, the normal practice under permit streamlining 

https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2026/05/06/bill-talk--the-ones-to-act-on-in-appropriations
https://sapro.senate.ca.gov/FAQs
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2026/01/09/wait-and-see-budget-falls-short-on-californians--biggest-priorities--housing-and-homelessness--climate-change--and-public-safety
https://lao.ca.gov/budget
https://www.kcra.com/article/uncertainty-remains-one-month-until-may-revision-of-state-budget-california-politics-360/70987997
https://www.kcra.com/article/uncertainty-remains-one-month-until-may-revision-of-state-budget-california-politics-360/70987997
https://www.calcities.org/people/brian-hendershot
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=ab%202433&t=bill
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=ab%202433&t=bill
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=ab%20130&t=bill


laws. Cal Cities has an oppose unless amended position on AB 2433. Cal Cities is 

asking the author to change the bill so that the additional concessions require a 

minimum number of affordable units and specify that any project that qualifies for 
streamlined approval must comply with objective development standards. 

- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

New e-bikes could come with speedometers, lights, and more 

Cal Cities is supporting several bills aiming to reshape the state’s e-bike policy. AB 

2346 (Wilson) establishes basic equipment standards for class 1 and class 2 e-

bikes, including a speedometer and a front and rear light. The measure also 
requires manufacturers to include a written description of California’s e-bike laws 

with the bicycle’s consumer-facing packaging or face heavy civil penalties.   

- Damon Conklin, legislative advocate 

Assembly bill may allow downzoning to occur 

AB 1751 (Quirk-Silva) requires cities to automatically approve townhome 

development projects that are less than three stories in multifamily residential 

zones and underutilized single-family zones — regardless of local rules and state-
certified housing elements. The measure would allow a townhome project to qualify 

if it achieves at least 75% of the state’s minimum density requirements for lower-

income housing, even if the site is planned for higher density in a city’s certified 

housing element. 

The measure may allow downzoning to occur and may create new challenges for 
cities if a proposed townhome project decreases the amount of planned density in a 

multifamily zone: Cities would need to find other sites within their housing plans to 

comply with state law. Cal Cities, which opposes the bill unless amended, has asked 

the author to limit the bill to multifamily residential zones that comply with local 

objective development standards, as has historically been the case. 

- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

Nitrous oxide age verification bill faces make-or-break vote 

The Assembly Appropriations Committee will vote on AB 2076 (Lowenthal). The 

measure would add nitrous oxide to the Parent’s Accountability and Child Protection 

Act, a list of products subject to strict age verification before online sale. It would 

also increase fines for noncompliance. Recreational nitrous oxide use is a rising 

issue in California, driven in part by how easily it can be bought online. Retailers 
like Amazon have sold flavored nitrous oxide and other age-restricted products to 

minors without any sort of age verification. Cal Cities supports the measure. 

- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst   

Dual DUI bills await appropriation decisions 

Two very similar bills, AB 1605 (Ransom) and SB 1156 (Caballero), would allow 

courts to temporarily prohibit offenders of certain DUI crimes from buying alcohol. 

https://www.calcities.org/staff/brady-guertin
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=ab%202346&t=bill
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=ab%202346&t=bill
https://www.calcities.org/people/damon-conklin
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=ab%201751&t=bill
https://www.calcities.org/staff/brady-guertin
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=g5AcmpFUVJbGn93GejoXiyst1Y0TlJDkO0zomn2/GpqBdnOXLT6JRvnrsVXqms7QD8A20rahbffAOBCgNDZmPJxTeWeUvM4X6pK1Ag8YZKSOqpagVYqjCfo58sz2kSjLoChfGdgIgLQZmU+VEH8NJQ==
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These measures are in response to recent reports highlighting California’s DUI 

crisis. Given their similarity, the Legislature will need to determine which approach 

prevails or whether the two can work in concert. Cal Cities supports both bills. 
- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst   

Key environmental bills up for consideration 
Several environmental bills are up in appropriations, including a measure sponsored 

by Cal Cities related to forever chemicals and safe drinking water. SB 1313 

(McNerney) clarifies that PFAS treatment and infrastructure projects that remove 

forever chemicals from local water supplies are eligible for funding under the State 
Revolving Fund programs. A similar bill — also by Sen. Jerry McNerney — died last 

year. 

AB 2569 (Hart) requires agencies to consider how a project impacts people, not just 

the environment. The bill would drastically increase litigation risk for cities and 

delay critical housing and infrastructure projects. Cal Cities opposes the measure. 

- Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate 

Two bills could make it easier to plan for housing 

Cal Cities is supporting two measures that could make it easier for cities to plan for 

housing. AB 2002 (Solache) would establish the Regional Early Action Planning 

fund, which local agencies could use to complete housing elements, establish 

affordable housing trust funds, and meet other planning requirements. AB 1567 

(Ta) would allow senior residential living facilities and congregate housing to count 
toward state-mandated housing goals. AB 1567 is similar to AB 1131 (Ta), which 

died in Senate Appropriations last year. 

- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

Job site bill could expose cities to costly litigation 

The Assembly Appropriations Committee will take action on AB 1859 (Ortega), 

which effectively gives representatives of labor groups statutory access rights and 
legal standing to enter city-owned construction sites to monitor and report alleged 

prevailing wage violations. This would expose cities to civil penalties for job sites 

controlled by general contractors, not cities. Cal Cities opposes the measure, as it is 

an unnecessary and duplicative policy that would turn project sites into flashpoints 

of costly litigation. 

- Damon Conklin, legislative advocate 

Cal Cities opposes remote inspection bill 

Earlier this year, the Cal Cities Board voted to oppose AB 1738 (Carrillo). The bill 

requires cities to offer remote virtual inspections for specific types of building 

permits. Cal Cities believes that this overarching proposal is unnecessary, as local 

agencies already have the authority to determine how to approve a building permit 

based on local best practices, community preferences, or geographic and staffing 
challenges. Indeed, some jurisdictions already use remote inspections — to mixed 

results. Many have determined that in-person inspections are more effective for 

ensuring compliance and safety. 

- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

https://calmatters.org/series/license-to-kill/
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A quick reminder 

Bill Talk is a weekly breakdown of the biggest bills, policy committee hearings, and 

legislative deadlines that city leaders need to know about. To get this list on 

Monday morning, contact your regional public affairs manager. To access old Bill 
Talks, visit the archive page. To see all tracked bills by issue area or priority, visit 

the Bill Search page. 
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Every voice matters! Appoint a voting 

delegate for the 2026 General Assembly 
May 13, 2026 

The General Assembly will convene on Sept. 25 during the Annual 

Conference and Expo. Appoint a voting delegate to represent your city by 

Sept. 1 

By Zach Seals, governance and leadership support manager 

Every year, Cal Cities convenes a member-driven General Assembly to vote on 
policy resolutions that impact local control. The General Assembly, held this year in 

Anaheim on Sept. 25, is a meeting of all voting delegates — one from 

every member city. Cities must appoint a voting delegate by Sept. 1. 

Who is a voting delegate, and what are they responsible for? 

A voting delegate is a council-appointed city official — elected or appointed — who 

represents their city at the General Assembly. Delegates play an important role 

during the General Assembly by voting on resolutions, which if approved, become 
Cal Cities policy. 

Voting delegates should attend the full conference through the General Assembly, 

which takes place on the Friday of the annual conference. However, delegates can 

register for just the Friday portion of the annual conference if they cannot attend 

the full conference. 

How does a voting delegate prepare for their role? 

Cal Cities wants to ensure each voting delegate understands their role. A voting 

delegate may want to prepare by reviewing Cal Cities’ resolutions process and 

General Assembly procedures. 

Should Cal Cities receive a resolution by the July 25 deadline, the resolution will be 

sent to member cities for council consideration. Discussing resolutions during a 
council meeting is a helpful way to prepare voting delegates for the General 

Assembly. 

https://www.calcities.org/staff/zachary-seals
https://www.calcities.org/home/about-us/member-cities
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2025/07/09/cal-cities-policy-resolutions-are-due-aug.-9.-here-s-how-to-submit-one
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/here's-how-resolutions-and-the-general-assembly-works-.pdf?sfvrsn=3d5ac3d8_3/Here%27s-how-resolutions-and-the-General-Assembly-works-.pdf
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/here's-how-resolutions-and-the-general-assembly-works-.pdf?sfvrsn=3d5ac3d8_3/Here%27s-how-resolutions-and-the-General-Assembly-works-.pdf


How does my city appoint a voting delegate?                  

Per Cal Cities’ bylaws, every member city may designate a delegate and up to two 

alternates, by approval of the city council. The voting delegate appointment 

packet contains the necessary information cities need to appoint a delegate. 
After your city council selects its delegates, complete this online form to submit 

your delegates. The form must be completed by Wednesday, Sept. 1. Email all 

questions to votingdelegates@calcities.org.  
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Natural disaster report further fuels wildfire liability 

debate 
May 6, 2026 

By Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate (environmental quality)    

The Legislature or the Governor will contemplate the wildfire liability issue this year. 
The California Earthquake Authority issued a report last month that includes 28 

policy options for how to improve disaster preparedness and recovery from natural 

catastrophes and wildfires, including one that could reshape how much money 

victims and cities receive for utility-caused wildfires.  

The earthquake authority manages the California Wildfire Fund, which provides 

money for the state’s three largest private utilities to pay wildfire victims and local 
governments for wildfire-related damages. Ratepayers and shareholders pay into 

the fund. For ratepayers, the cost of wildfire liability is $10 per month — roughly 4 

to 6% of the average utility bill. 

What is in the report? 

Cal Cities is supportive of some of the options included in the report, some of which 

are already percolating through the Legislature in various bills. Cal Cities believes 
the priority must remain on the need to reduce wildfire risk before catastrophes 

occur. 

Such strategies could include streamlining vegetation management projects in high 

fire areas, formalizing Zone Zero regulations, and increasing the understanding of 

how urban conflagrations spread. Cal Cities also supports greater transparency 
regarding insurance coverage and ensuring insurance companies account for 

wildfire mitigation efforts to provide more affordable coverage. 

However, the report also recommends eliminating the state’s strict liability 

framework, coined inverse condemnation. Courts have long ruled 

that electric utilities provide a public good by serving electricity to a vast majority 
of the state and, as a result, have the power of eminent domain — to 

take private property. But property owners can also take legal action when said 

infrastructure damages private property.  

https://www.calcities.org/people/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2026/04/15/the-hotly-debated-return-of-wildfire-liability?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CCA_041526
https://www.cawildfirefund.com/sb-254-natural-catastrophe-resilience-study
https://www.cawildfirefund.com/sites/wildfire/files/documents/2026/sb-254-natcatresiliencyreport4-7-26.pdf
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2026/05/06/new-draft-zone-zero-regulations-released


This strict requirement holds electric utilities accountable and helps prevent 

catastrophic wildfires. Reducing or spreading that liability would expose cities to 

liability, hitting already tight budgets.   
The report notes that eliminating inverse condemnation could lower electric 

utilities’ cost risks and thus overall lower electricity bills. But 

ultimately, any such change would simply shift the cost to ratepayers via their 

insurance bills, to local governments, and the state, all trickling back down to 

taxpayers. 

Policymakers could try other efforts to lessen liability, such as restructuring risk 

standards or capping the amount owed to victims on an individual or on a per-

event aggregate basis. However, this could be severely detrimental and inequitable, 

as both fire victims and local governments would not be fully compensated for 

damages.     

What will happen next? 

Cal Cities is preparing for the possibility of a late session legislative play. Cal Cities, 
along with the California State Association of Counties and Rural County 

Representatives of California, last year submitted a joint letter outlining their 

opposition to changes to the state’s wildfire liability framework in response to the 

earthquake authority seeking input for the report. 

Cal Cities will continue to advance its AB 2517 (Calderon), which would increase the 
frequency of fire hazard data every five years through a public and transparent 

process. This would help cities and communities understand what environmental 

conditions fuel wildfires and the mitigations that are subsequently required in high 

fire areas through building code changes, home hardening, and vegetation removal. 

The Senate and the Assembly will host informational hearings on May 11 and May 
12 on the report, as the Legislature begins to tackle these issues in earnest. Cities 

should stay alert for updates from Cal Cities.   

 

https://www.ca-ilg.org/blog-post/2026-capacity-squeeze
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