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City of Garden Grove

INTER-DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

To: Lisa L. Kim

Dept: City Manager

Subject: CCNC Data Dashboard
3rd Quarter FY 2025-26

From: Ursula Luna-Reynosa

Dept: Economic Development
and Housing

Date: April 16, 2026

OBJECTIVE

The purpose of this memorandum is to present the FY 2025-26 3rd Quarter Data
Dashboard for the Central Cities Navigation Center (CCNC).

DISCUSSION

Since its inception in June 2024, the CCNC has served 401 individuals, including 7
veterans and 76 seniors aged 55 and older. A total of 62 residents have been
successfully housed since June 2024, accounting for approximately 15% of all
clients served, which aligns with industry benchmarks.

Family reunification exits remained steady, with two recorded during the quarter.
Employment and income levels continue to present challenges: 48 residents
reported no income, 22 receive General Relief or SSI/SSDI benefits, and 13 are
currently employed. Service referrals increased during the third quarter, with 78
referrals made—primarily for medical and workforce development services.

Males continue to represent the majority (70%) of residents served, with consistent
representation among older adults. The number of seniors accessing services

remains steady, highlighting the ongoing need for supportive services for the aging
population. While service referrals remain robust, seniors now represent 54% of the
current population. Their reliance on fixed incomes continues to present challenges

in transitioning to affordable housing options beyond the CCNC.

NEXT STEPS

• Continue collecting and analyzing quarterly data to identify emerging trends
and performance gaps.

• Expand workforce development and employment referral programs for CCNC
residents through the new partnership with Chrysalis.
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• Collaborate with the Information Technology Department and the Central
Cities web committee to finalize the centralcitiesoc.org website and
dashboard landing page by the 4th quarter of FY 2025-26.

IA^L^A ^i-
Ursula Luna-Reynosa
Economic Development and Housing Director

{j^i-
By: Timothy Throne, Project Manager

Attachment: CCNC Data Dashboard (Q3 FY 2025-26)
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Great Wolf Lodge indoor water park offers season 
passes for first time ever 

 
Great Wolf Lodge in Garden Grove is offering season passes for the first time in its 
history. (Photo by Joshua Sudock, Orange County Register/SCNG) 
 
By BRADY MACDONALD | bmacdonald@scng.com 
PUBLISHED: April 16, 2026 at 9:55 AM PDT | UPDATED: April 16, 2026 at 10:17 
AM PDT 

The Great Wolf Lodge just down the street from Disneyland has finally launched a 
season pass program that will get you into the indoor water park for unlimited visits 
without booking an expensive stay at the hotel. 

The Southern California Great Wolf Lodge is offering season passes for the first time 
ever to the hotel’s indoor water park that maintains a constant 84-degree 
temperature. 

Sign up for our Park Life newsletter and find out what’s new and interesting every 
week at Southern California’s theme parks. Subscribe here. 

The Great Wolf hotel in Garden Grove is just down Harbor Boulevard from 
Disneyland, about 2 miles from the Anaheim theme parks. 

Great Wolf Lodge season passes for the Garden Grove hotel cost $130 for weekdays 
only (Monday-Friday) or $500 for anytime use (7 days a week). 



Passholders will purchase their season passes for one of three seasons throughout 
the year: 

 May 1 to Aug. 31 
 Sept. 1 to Dec. 31 
 Jan. 1 to April 30 

The weekday season passes have a few blackout dates in the upcoming season — 
May 5, June 18 and 19 and July 3. 

Once you buy your season pass, you go to the Great Wolf website to book your day 
pass for the date you want using your last name and a confirmation number. 

There’s no limit to how many times you can visit with the Great Wolf season pass, 
but you can only book one reservation at a time. You can cancel or change your 
reservation date as often as you want without any fees or penalties. 

Season passholders can take part in any of the scheduled hotel activities that include 
character meet-and-greet photo ops, dance parties, crafts, storytime and yoga. 

Great Worf season passes are a bargain compared to a single full day pass ($40-
$100) or a half day pass good after 4 p.m. ($28-$70). 

The season passes are also a great deal compared to a single night in a Great Wolf 
standard room ($171-$431) or a premium suite ($383-$1,199). 

There’s quite a bit of fine print that’s worth reviewing before you purchase a Great 
Wolf season pass. 

Kids under 14 must be accompanied by an adult that’s 21 or older. Kids 2 and under 
get into the water park for free and don’t need a season pass. 

Season passes can’t be canceled, transferred or refunded. Parking is not included 
with the season pass. 

Great Wolf season passes do not auto-renew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OC Register 
April 15, 2026 

 

Two years later, Smoke Queen is still rewriting the rules 
of barbecue 
Pitmaster and founder Winnie Yee has pushed past barbecue's old guard, with 
spectacular results. 

 
Winnie Yee poses for a portrait with her book “Chinese-American Barbecue” at 
Smoke Queen Barbecue, Thursday, April 9, 2026, in Garden Grove, Calif. (Photo by 
William Liang, Contributing Photographer) 

Two years after opening Smoke Queen Barbecue’s first brick-and-mortar location in 
Garden Grove, Winnie Yee, one of the country’s few female pitmasters, still 
sometimes catches herself looking around the restaurant in disbelief. 
On weekends, which are almost always busy, she glances at the line, the packed 
tables and customers who know her by name and feel the same rush she did on 
opening day in March 2024. 

“I just get teary-eyed,” said Yee. “I walk in and see all these people here, and it just 
hits me how far this has come.” 

Hungry? Sign up for The Eat Index, our weekly food newsletter, and find out where 
to eat and get the latest restaurant happenings in Orange County. Subscribe here. 

For Yee, the two-year mark is more than a business anniversary. It’s a milestone 
that still feels improbable for someone who started smoking brisket in flip-flops in her 
backyard during the pandemic, mostly as a distraction from financial and global 
stressors. 



“I never imagined that the very first brisket I put in the smoker, in my backyard, in 
the middle of the night would manifest into something like this,” she said, looking 
around the patio at her lauded restaurant. “It became something much more than 
just barbecue.” 

This journey has also been a personal one, too. 

Yee immigrated from Malaysia in 1987, landing first in Garden Grove with family 
before eventually settling elsewhere in Orange County. At the time, she was only 6, 
spoke no English and spent her early years trying to blend in by disappearing in the 
background. 

“I grew up wanting to fit in,” she said. “I didn’t feel like I belonged in this country 
until my forties. I grew up feeling like I looked different, like I had to hide the parts 
of who I was, even the food my mom packed for me.” 

That history makes Smoke Queen’s success — and its Garden Grove location, a 
stone’s throw from Little Saigon — feel less like a coincidence than a return. 

“It feels like a homecoming,” said Yee. That sense of arrival can be found all over the 
menu. 

Yee’s food still draws from the Central Texas playbook — i.e., ribs and smoked meats 
done with patience and precision. But she has continued to push the menu beyond 
straightforward barbecue. A newly added wagyu tri-tip, smoked low and slow before 
being chilled, then seared to order, has reshaped how she thinks about texture. The 
Mapo chili is a must. And the panang curry studded with tender chunks of brisket 
(also available with smoked pulled pork or a la Pit Madam with brisket, pulled pork, 
pork belly and sausage) remains one of the best dishes across Orange County. 

Even dessert carries Yee’s imprint, like the pandan banana pudding made with hand-
extracted pandan leaf in lieu of vanilla, which lends the dish both its pastel green hue 
and ever-so-slightly grassy, nutty notes. 

 



  
Gchi Tran opens the door to a smoker at Smoke Queen Barbecue, Thursday, April 9, 
2026, in Garden Grove, Calif. (Photo by William Liang, Contributing Photographer) 

But the pork belly char siu remains the clearest expression of her approach. Chinese 
in flavor, Central Texas in technique. “The cause is 100% Chinese,” said Yee. “But 
the cooking method is American, low and slow. That’s who I am.” 

The audience at Smoke Queen reflects that duality. A recent visit showed a diverse 
gaggle of diners, many of them young and sporting Dodgers blue on game day, as 
well as older Garden Grove residents who clearly know where to find good food. Yee 
said one of her biggest surprises has been how deeply the food resonates with older 
Asian immigrants, including customers who remind of her own parents. 
“They come in and think, ‘This doesn’t look familiar,’ but then they taste it and say, 
‘Oh, this tastes like home,’” she said. 

Running a brick-and-mortar, however, has brought a different kind of education to 
Yee. A pop-up could be paused, but a conventional eatery demands more rigorous 
consistency. “If our employees can’t show up, you’ve got to show up,” she said. “And 
if the brisket is not in the smoker, you’ve got to make sure it is.” (For the curious, 
Smoke Queen’s smokers can be spotted smack dab in front of the restaurant.) 

Her biggest challenge now is a good one: keeping up. Smoke Queen could use more 
space, she said. She also praised her staff, saying, “I could pick a handful of them 
who would step into the fire for me, which is freaking amazing.” It’s a refreshing 
antidote in an industry often defined by craven chefs and ego-jacked bosses. 

There’s also little things that most customers might miss, but Yee doesn’t, like 
setting out spa water rather than plain iced water for customers waiting in line — “If 
we care about our water, what are customers going to think about our food?” she 
said — and the tucked-away hand washing sink, located on the patio, allows for 
immediate cleansing of barbecue detritus. 

An upcoming brunch series is slated to start in May. Yee, who also has a cookbook 
forthcoming christened “Chinese-American Barbecue” with a forward by Jet Tila and a 



slate of food partnerships (Lee Kum Kee and the Dodgers, to name two), said the 
deeper reward has been building something visible for people who rarely saw 
themselves reflected in the industry. 

“If a small, petite Asian woman can infiltrate the American barbecue industry and 
have a seat at the table,” she said, “the sky’s the limit for everybody.” 
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OC mom, son reunite with paramedic who 
delivered baby boy in moving ambulance on 

22 Freeway 
 

An emergency delivery turned into an unforgettable story for an Orange County 
family when a pregnant ambulance on a freeway in Orange County. 

Yesenia Avila was 38 weeks pregnant with her second child and a doctor's 
appointment the day prior had given her no indication that her son would arrive so 
soon. 

"It felt like a movie. It was just so fast," Avila said. 

But before 9 a.m., shortly after stepping out of a hot shower, Avila felt a sudden 
change. 

"I was gonna get out of the hot shower and I just felt like a big drop, like a sensation," 
she said. 

With her husband, Daniel Diaz, at work, Avila's sister-in-law rushed her into the car 
and they started driving to the hospital. But as contractions quickly intensified, and 
as they encountered rush hour traffic, it became clear they would not make it in time. 

"My sister-in-law is in labor," she said in a 911 call. "Her conditions went from five 
minutes apart to three minutes apart. I don't think we're gonna be able to make it." 

They were on the side of the 22 freeway. Emergency crews from the Orange County 
Fire Authority responded. 

"Seeing where it was located, definitely starts raising some concerns," said Greg 
Williams, a fire captain paramedic with OCFA. 

Despite heavy traffic, Williams and his team reached Avila and put her into an 
ambulance. Within moments, the baby was coming. 

"Thank goodness for our excellent dispatching. They were guiding us," Williams said. 
"When I got her in the back of the ambulance, she stated 'I feel the urge to push', 
which for me is an indicator that it's time." 

Avila was shocked and scared. 

"I was like no I called you just to escort me to the hospital. Try to get there. We can 
make it. And he's like no the baby's coming," Avila recalled. 

Minutes later, her son Emeric was born into the moving ambulance. 



Diaz, who was rushing to the hospital from work, got the call. 

"I was driving and I get the call. It's just like, you know what, just take it easy. The 
baby's here. I was like what? I missed the whole delivery? I'm sorry. And she's like 
no it's fine, he's healthy," Diaz said. 

In the weeks that followed, the family searched for the paramedic listed on their son's 
birth certificate. They wanted to thank him in person. 

On Tuesday, as baby Emeric donned a firefighter t-shirt and red fire truck socks, the 
family reunited with Williams at an OCFA station in Garden Grove. 

"I just wanted to thank him because it meant a lot to me," Avila said. 

For Williams, the reunion meant just as much, saying the experience stood out among 
the many calls he responds to. 

"We see a lot of the other side of things, so to see life, to see a baby being born, it's 
something to celebrate for sure," Williams said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Santa Ana 
April 15, 2026 

City of Santa Ana invites community to help 
shape Little Saigon design guidelines on 

April 25 

 
The cities of Garden Grove, Fountain Valley and Santa Ana invite community 
members, business owners and stakeholders to attend the Little Saigon Community 
Design Workshop on Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Garden 
Grove Courtyard Center, located at 12732 Main St. 

Santa Ana local businesses 

“The City of Santa Ana is proud to join our neighboring cities to shape a shared vision 
for Little Saigon,” said Santa Ana Mayor Valerie Amezcua. “By working together 
to create thoughtful design guidelines, we are ensuring that future growth is not only 
economically strong, but also rooted in the community’s identity, history and culture. 
This collaboration represents our commitment to preserving what makes Little Saigon 
special while opening the door to new opportunities.” 



In collaboration with the three Orange County cities, the world-renowned 
architectural firm Gensler has conducted extensive community outreach over the past 
several months, including focus groups, surveys, and business-to-business 
canvassing to incorporate public feedback into a final report that will be presented to 
each city for adoption later in the year. The workshop represents a culmination to 
this outreach effort and will give the community another opportunity to share ideas 
and help form architectural and urban design guidelines for Little Saigon, a vibrant 
cultural and commercial district that spans parts of Garden Grove, Fountain Valley, 
Santa Ana and neighboring cities. The effort is intended to help preserve Little 
Saigon’s cultural identity while exploring beautification and place making 
opportunities that support businesses, residents, and visitors. 

 “It’s been inspiring to see the Tri-Cities working together collaboratively to achieve 
a common goal,” said Fountain Valley Mayor Jim Cunneen. “Little Saigon is a 
special place, and these guidelines will not only enhance visual quality, but also 
support economic vitality and create a cohesive sense of place that reflects and 
celebrates the area’s unique Vietnamese-American heritage.” 

Little Saigon remains the largest and most influential Vietnamese-American 
community in the United States, according to a 2024 demographic and economic 
profile prepared by Cal State Fullerton’s Woods Center for Economic Analysis and 
Forecasting. The report has helped inform planning efforts now underway across the 
area. 

“Little Saigon is a source of pride for Garden Grove and for the region,” said  

Orange County map 

Garden Grove Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein. “We encourage residents, business 
owners, and stakeholders to participate and help create a shared vision for Little 
Saigon’s future.” 

The initiative is being advanced through California Jobs First grant funding awarded 
to the cities of Garden Grove, Fountain Valley and Santa Ana. In January 2026, the 
Garden Grove City Council approved a contract with Gensler to prepare architectural 
and urban design guidelines for Little Saigon. The consultant team is now working 
with the participating cities to develop the guidelines, with the project expected to 
conclude in September 2026. 
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Dalton honored with naming 
 
 

 
 

The new Garden Grove Police Department building – still under construction – will receive its 
first “naming.” 

At Tuesday’s meeting of the city council, a request by Mayor Pro Tem George Brietigam to 
name the Community Meeting Room of the three-story building after former mayor and 
councilman – and police lieutenant – William “Bill” Dalton – was approved unanimously. 

“He sort of started the entire project,” said Brietigam. “He would take people on tours of the 
[existing] building”and point out how small it was for an agency the size of the GGPD. 

Bill Dalton’s son Brian – now a police lieutenant – also spoke, noting his father’s dedication to 
both the department and the city. 

Also at Tuesday night’s meeting, the council got an update from Teri Rocco, a member of the 
Garden Grove Unified School District Board of Education, inviting the board and the public to 
the 60th Anniversary Celebration of the GGUSD to be held on Friday, May 15 from 4-8 p.m. at 
the campus of Bolsa Grande High School. 



CONTACT: Dana Saucedo, (714) 741-5200
Assistant Community Services Supervisor
danam@ggcity.org

Tuesday, April 14, 2026

REGISTERATION IS NOW OPEN FOR
SUMMER OF FUN AT CAMP GROVE

Garden Grove, CA – Registration is now open for this year’s ‘Camp Grove: Fun 

under the Sun,’ a summer day camp program for Garden Grove youth ages 5 to 12. 

The nine-week program runs June 8 through August 7, Monday through Friday, from 

7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., at Edgar Park, located at 12781 Topaz Street Garden Grove, 

CA.

Camp weeks are limited on a first-come, first-serve basis and registration is 

required online by visiting ggcity.org/daycamp. This opportunity offers recreational 

activities including arts and crafts, field games and excursions.

A complete listing of camp weeks, excursions and fees follows:

Week 1: June 8-June 12 – Adventure City $175

Week 2: June 15-June 19 – Discovery Cube/Atlantis Park $175

Week 3: June 22-June 26 – OC Zoo $175

Week 4: June 29-July 3 – Sloomoo Institute $175

Week 5: July 6-July 10 – Picture Show at Main Place Mall/ Dave & Buster's $175

Week 6: July 13-July 17 – Knott's Berry Farm $200

Week 7: July 20-July 24 – L.A. Sparks Game $175



-more- 

 Week 8: July 27-July 31 – Disneyland $250 

 Week 9: August 3-August 7 – Great Wolf Lodge $220 

Youth ages 13 to 17 are also invited to join Camp Groves as Counselors in Training 

(CIT) to gain hands on experience and build leadership skills. Costs are $60 for each 

week with the exception of week 8 being $120 and week 9 is $85. Application 

deadlines for CIT are May 4, 2026. 

Camp Grove staff are qualified counselors who provide a safe and supportive 

environment for children to participate in summer activities, develop social skills, and 

interact with peers, all while ensuring the health and safety of every participant. 

For more information and to register, visit ggcity.org/daycamp or call 

(714) 741-5200. 

 

### 



CONTACT: Mark Ladney, (714) 741-5372
Contract Manager, Garden Grove Public Works

Tuesday, April 14, 2026

City will Host Second Free Compost Giveaway April 25

The City of Garden Grove along with Republic Services will host its second 

compost giveaway of the year on Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m., or until supplies run out. Residents will be able to receive up to six free

bags of nutrient-rich compost at the Garden Grove Municipal Service Center, 13802 

Newhope Street. The event is open to Garden Grove residents only and proof of 

residency is required.

The distribution will be held in the center’s parking lot on a first-come, first-

serve basis. Vehicles must enter from A Better Way, accessible from Anabel Street, 

north of the Garden Grove Municipal Service Center. Due to the popularity of the 

free event, residents should expect long lines. This is the second compost giveaway 

in collaboration with Republic Services. 

The Compost Giveaway is one way the City of Garden Grove and Republic 

Services thank the community for participating in the state-mandated Organics 

Recycling program, enabling residents and businesses to recycle all food waste, 

food-soiled paper, and yard waste in their organics cart.

For more information, visit www.ggcity.org/organics.

###



Contact: Grace Kim
Economic Development and Housing
Department
gracel@ggcity.org

Tuesday, April 14, 2026

GARDEN GROVE INVITES COMMUNITY TO HELP SHAPE 
LITTLE SAIGON DESIGN GUIDELINES ON APRIL 25

The cities of Garden Grove, Fountain Valley, and Santa Ana invite community 

members, business owners, and stakeholders to attend the Little Saigon Community 

Design Workshop on Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the

Garden Grove Courtyard Center, located at 12732 Main Street.

“Little Saigon is a source of pride for Garden Grove and for the region,” said

Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein. “We encourage residents, business owners, and 

stakeholders to participate and help create a shared vision for Little Saigon’s future.”

In collaboration with the three Orange County cities, the world-renowned

architectural firm Gensler has conducted extensive community outreach over the past 

several months, including focus groups, surveys, and business-to-business canvassing to 

incorporate public feedback into a final report that will be presented to each city for 

adoption later in the year. The workshop represents a culmination to this outreach effort 

and will give the community another opportunity to share ideas and help form architectural 

and urban design guidelines for Little Saigon, a vibrant cultural and commercial district that 

spans parts of Garden Grove, Fountain Valley, Santa Ana, and neighboring cities. The effort 

is intended to help preserve Little Saigon’s cultural identity while exploring beautification 

and placemaking opportunities that support businesses, residents, and visitors.

-more-



GARDEN GROVE INVITES COMMUNITY TO HELP SHAPE LITTLE SAIGON 
2-2-2 
 

“It’s been inspiring to see the Tri-Cities working together collaboratively to achieve a 

common goal,” said Fountain Valley Mayor Jim Cunneen. “Little Saigon is a special place, 

and these guidelines will not only enhance visual quality, but also support economic vitality 

and create a cohesive sense of place that reflects and celebrates the area’s unique 

Vietnamese-American heritage.” 

Little Saigon remains the largest and most influential Vietnamese-American 

community in the United States, according to a 2024 demographic and economic profile 

prepared by Cal State Fullerton’s Woods Center for Economic Analysis and Forecasting. The 

report has helped inform planning efforts now underway across the area.  

The initiative is being advanced through California Jobs First grant funding awarded 

to the cities of Garden Grove, Fountain Valley and Santa Ana. In January 2026, the 

Garden Grove City Council approved a contract with Gensler to prepare architectural and 

urban design guidelines for Little Saigon. The consultant team is now working with the 

participating cities to develop the guidelines, with the project expected to conclude in 

September 2026. 

“The City of Santa Ana is proud to join our neighboring cities to shape a shared 

vision for Little Saigon,” said Santa Ana Mayor Valerie Amezcua. “By working together to 

create thoughtful design guidelines, we are ensuring that future growth is not only 

economically strong, but also rooted in the community’s identity, history and culture. This 

collaboration represents our commitment to preserving what makes Little Saigon special 

while opening the door to new opportunities.” 

Community members are encouraged to RSVP at gg.city/lscdw. Translation services 

will be available at the workshop. Questions may be directed to Garden Grove Project 

Manager Grace Kim at gracel@ggcity.org. 

 



 

 

### 



    
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

April 16, 2026 
 

 
 

1. Calendar of Events 

2. Notice of Cancellation of the April 23, 2026 Garden Grove Zoning Administrator 
meeting. 

3. League of California Cities articles from April 10, 2026 to April 16, 2026 
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City leaders will converge at the Capitol next week to 
advocate for city priorities, attend a Cities Gubernatorial 
Forum, and celebrate Cities Week 
Apr 16, 2026 

Contact: Kayla Sherwood 

ksherwood@calcities.org 

(530) 844-1744 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

Sacramento — Over 400 city officials from throughout the state will be in the state 
Capitol for the League of California Cities annual City Leaders Summit. 

Over three days, city officials will advocate on key legislation and three city 

priorities in the state budget: restoring funding for the state’s flagship Homeless 

Housing, Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) grant program, funding to implement 

the voter-approved Prop. 36, and devoting funding from Cap-and-Invest for clean 
public fleets and organic waste diversion efforts. Cal Cities will also release new 

survey data highlighting how cities are responding to the homelessness crisis in 

their communities. 

Cal Cities will also host its first-ever Cities Gubernatorial Forum. The forum will be 

hosted by political journalist and podcast host, KQED’s Scott Shafer. Featured 

candidates include: Xavier Becerra, Matt Mahan, Tony Thurmond, and Betty Yee. 
The City Leaders Summit occurs during California Cities Week, a celebration to 

recognize the many ways that our diverse cities make life better in California. To 

mark the week, Assembly Member Blanca Pacheco is authoring the resolution, ACR 

143, which has become an annual statewide acknowledgement of the vital role 

cities play in our lives and the public officials who power them. 
Cities Gubernatorial Candidate Forum 

April 23, 2026 

11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 

SAFE Credit Union Convention Center 

Watch the livestream or the recording 
If media are interested in attending the Cities Gubernatorial Candidate Forum 

contact Kayla Sherwood at ksherwood@calcities.org to register. 

League of California Cities City Leaders Summit 

April 22-24, 2026 

SAFE Credit Union Convention Center 

Established in 1898, the League of California Cities is a nonprofit statewide 
association that advocates for cities with the state and federal governments and 

provides education and training services to elected and appointed city officials. 

### 
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These are (most of) the biggest bills for cities 

in 2026 
Apr 15, 2026 

By Cal Cities Staff 

Lawmakers introduced nearly 1,800 bills this year. Some should sound very 

familiar, especially for folks who followed last year’s legislative saga. There are bills 
on state homelessness funding, transit-oriented development, metal theft, wildfire 

liability, and local coastal plans. But legislators are also focused on a whole crop of 

new or new-ish issues. 

Reconstruction agencies, offshore drilling, unsafe e-bike behavior, whippets, and 

public records requests have all risen to the top this year. And the Legislature has 
struck a slightly different tone in the housing space, with several bills focused on 

reducing construction costs, increasing factory-built housing, and spurring missing 

middle housing. 

It’s a long list. But Cal Cities’ legislative team has sorted through the hundreds of 

bills and narrowed them down to a few dozen with the greatest impact. These are 

the most important bills to watch — and possibly act on — as the year unfolds. 

-Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate managing editor 

Community Services 

The legislative session started with a proposed $500 million cut to the state’s 

flagship homelessness grant program. Cal Cities and its allies sent a letter to Gov. 

Gavin Newsom and legislative leaders urging them to restore the Homeless Housing 

Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) program to its previous funding levels of $1 
billion and commit to annual investments. 

Cal Cities is also focused on ensuring that small and medium-sized cities can access 

those resources through a sponsored measure that would increase access to HHAP 

funding for cities with populations under 300,000. AB 1708 (Solache) would require 

regions to plan for funding homelessness programs and services in smaller cities 
and establish a clear, consistent process for cities to access funds. The bill passed 

out of the Assembly Housing Committee and is headed to the Assembly Human 

Services Committee. 

Cities should also keep an eye on SB 866 (Blakespear). This bill would require all 

but 14 cities to add extensive homelessness reporting requirements to their housing 
elements — targeting cities that do not have access to state homelessness funding. 

Cal Cities has an oppose unless amended position on the measure and is 

advocating instead to include all cities in the existing regional planning processes. 

This would provide access to the same data SB 866 seeks to collect, but through 

the same process already used by the largest cities and counties. 
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Other notable bills include: 

 SB 329 (Blakespear) Alcohol and drug recovery or treatment facilities: 

investigations 
Cal Cities Position: Sponsor 

 SB 490 (Umberg) Alcohol and drug programs 

Cal Cities Position: Sponsor 

- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate 

Housing, Community, and Economic Development 

The Legislature has struck a slightly different tone in the housing space, with 
several bills focused on reducing construction costs, increasing factory-built 

housing, and spurring missing middle housing through new subdivisions, 

condominiums, and townhomes. But lawmakers — and Cal Cities — are also 

focused on addressing other land use issues, including housing elements and the 

fallout from SB 79 (Wiener, 2025).   

Sponsored by Cal Cities, AB 2296 (Papan) would improve the housing element 
review process by giving cities six more months to complete their housing 

elements. The measure would also require the Department of Housing and 

Community Development (HCD) to provide clearer direction in its review letters to 

local governments and schedule individualized technical assistance meetings with 

local planning staff during the 7th Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Cycle, 
following the issuance of findings letters. 

SB 79 (Wiener, 2025), one of Cal Cities’ priority bills last year, remains a focus in 

2026. SB 79 squeaked through the Legislature after 13 rounds of amendments. So 

far, lawmakers have introduced five clean-up measures. Although the proposed 

legislation is a good start, Cal Cities believes the proposals do not do enough to 
help cities implement SB 79; the bill will officially become law in seven counties on 

July 1, according to HCD guidance released this March. 

Cal Cities is advocating for the following changes to SB 79: Delay implementation 

until the 7th RHNA cycle, provide adequate time for each metropolitan planning 

organization to develop a map of transit-oriented development stops and 

zones, clarify Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing expectations, and require clear 
guidance and technical assistance from HCD. 

Impact fees remain a topic of conversation, even after some bills stalled earlier this 

year due to Cal Cities' advocacy. SB 1117 (Cervantes) would dramatically limit the 

amount of impact fees cities could collect for accessory dwelling units larger than 

750 square feet. For example, if a project applicant proposes a 1,000-square-foot 
unit, local governments could only charge impact fees for 250 square feet. This 

would severely limit the funding for essential infrastructure and public services. 

Local agencies can only charge the amount necessary to provide services and 

infrastructure; these fees are not used to generate revenue. Cal Cities and a 

coalition of several local government groups oppose the measure. 
Other notable bills include: 

 SB 79 clean-up measures: AB 2415 (Hoover), AB 2576 (Harabedian), SB 677 

(Wiener), SB 722 (Wahab), and SB 1361 (Durazo) 

Cal Cities Position: Varies 
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 AB 1621 (Wilson): Planning and zoning law: postentitlement phase permits: 

housing accountability act 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose Unless Amended 
 AB 1751 (Quirk-Silva) Missing Middle Townhome Ownership Act 

 Cal Cities Position: Oppose Unless Amended 

 AB 1997 (Lee) Land use: housing development approvals: timelines and 

processes 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 
 AB 1567 (Ta) General plan: annual report: congregate and residential care for 

the elderly 

Cal Cities Position: Support 

 SB 417 (Cabaldon) and AB 736 (Wicks): The Affordable Housing Bond Act of 

2026 

Cal Cities Position: Support 
- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate  

Revenue and Taxation 

As costs rise and traditional funding sources become more volatile, Cal Cities is 

focused on ensuring cities have reliable tools to fund core services. Sponsored by 

Cal Cities, SB 922 (Laird) would help cities maintain and repair local streets. Heavy 

service vehicles like garbage and recycling trucks can cause significant road 
damage, and cities have historically recovered those costs through service-related 

fees. A recent court decision, Rogers vs The City of Redlands, disrupted this long-

standing practice, creating uncertainty and risk of litigation. SB 922 would clarify 

that cities can continue including in these fees the cost of road repair, helping cities 

maintain streets without shifting costs onto residents. The bill recently passed out 
of the Senate Local Government Committee with unanimous support and is now on 

the Senate Floor. 

A proposal from outside the Legislature by the California High-Speed Rail Authority 

to enter Tax Increment Financing districts around planned station areas is drawing 

significant attention. The proposal would allow the state to capture future growth in 

local property tax and sales tax revenues to fund high-speed rail. This comes at a 
time when cities are already facing increasing service demands and infrastructure 

needs, making the potential loss of future revenue particularly impactful. The 

proposal would also set a precedent for shifting local revenues to state-directed 

projects. Cal Cities and local partners are actively pushing back, emphasizing the 

importance of protecting local revenues and preserving local decision-making 
authority. 

Other notable bills include: 

 SB 1349 (Gonzalez) Taxation: tax expenditures: Legislative Analyst’s Office: 

report and recommendation 

Cal Cities Position: Support 
 AB 2192 (Gonzalez, Jeff) Sales and use taxes: farm equipment and machinery 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

 AB 2214 (Jackson) Government finance: deposits 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

- Ben Triffo, legislative advocate 
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Public Safety 

One of Cal Cities’ top priorities this year is securing funding to fully implement 

Proposition 36. Cal Cities is partnering with Asm. Stephanie Nguyen and Sen. 

Catherine Blakespear on a $400 million funding request that would expand service 
capacity, secure in-custody treatment, and allow for individualized planning and 

monitoring.   

Cal Cities is also focused on the continued prevalence of metal theft through AB 

1941 (Gonzalez, Mark). This measure, co-sponsored by Cal Cities, would increase 

the penalty for organized metal theft and provide an additional tool to law 
enforcement to help curtail this expensive and damaging crime. Cities around the 

state have experienced organized metal theft targeting streetlights, potholes, and 

broadband. 

Another co-sponsored measure, SB 758 (Umberg), would address the illicit use of 

nitrous oxide, better known as laughing gas or whippets, by closing a loophole in 

state law. The odorless, colorless chemical has become a popular and  dangerous 
recreational drug; cities throughout the state are passing ordinances banning the 

sale of nitrous oxide at smoke shops and convenience stores in response. 

Cal Cities is also supporting several measures trying to solve the state’s homeowner 

insurance crisis: AB 1559 (Calderon), which focuses on aerial images taken by 

insurance companies; AB 1934 (Bennett), which looks at home hardening; and SB 
1301 (Allen), which takes aim at nonrenewal practices by insurance companies. 

Other notable bills include: 

 SB 1013 (Cervantes) Automated License Plate Recovery Systems 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose Unless Amended 

 SB 907 (Archuleta) Driving under the Influence 
Cal Cities Position: Support 

 AB 2041 (Carrillo) Emergency Medical Services 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

- Jolena Voorhis, legislative advocate 

Environmental Quality 

Cal Cities’ environmental quality portfolio is jam-packed with bills on disaster 

preparedness, CEQA exemptions, and local coastal plans. 
Two sponsored measures would make it easier for cities to prepare for and respond 

to disasters. AB 2517 (Calderon) would require the Office of the State Fire Marshal 

to provide consistent, timely public updates when developing local fire hazard 

severity zone maps — a notable oversight in the current process. AB 1866 (Rogers) 

would ensure that the state prioritizes public assistance for cities that do not qualify 
for federal disaster aid —typically small, rural, and low-income communities — after 

a state-declared emergency. 

Cal Cities is also supporting AB 2385 (Petrie-Norris). The bill clarifies that cities can 

reconstitute redevelopment agencies for disasters, called local reconstruction 

agencies, to support disaster recovery efforts. And the Legislature is primed to 
grapple with wildfire liability debates for utility-caused wildfires through two intent 

bills: AB 1554 (Calderon) and SB 1370 (Stern). Cal Cities will issue a formal 

position on those bills once lawmakers introduce new language. 

Several environmental-related bills could impact land use decisions. AB 2569 

(Hart) would require agencies to consider how a project impacts people, not just 
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the environment. AB 2170 (Boerner) would impose unworkable CEQA translation 

requirements that could invalidate land use decisions based on inaccuracies. As 

drafted, both bills would drastically increase litigation risk for cities and delay 
critical housing and infrastructure projects. Cal Cities opposes the measures. 

Another bill, SB 1075 (Reyes), would force agencies to consider air quality over all 

other environmental factors when considering projects. In addition to undermining 

CEQA, it would expose cities to new legal risks, in part by expanding the Attorney 

General’s ability to sue local governments based on citizen petitions to void land 
use decisions. Cal Cities is opposed to the bill, unless it is amended to ensure local 

land use authority and upholds holistic environmental reviews. 

Coastal legislation is also in no shortage this year. AB 2373 (Dixon) is a Cal Cities-

sponsored measure that would let coastal cities use a neighborhood-scale 

adaptation approach when updating their Local Coastal Programs (LCP). Updating 

these plans can be a costly, complex process. On the flip side, AB 2254 
(Addis) would mandate an LCP update for the overwintering habitat sites of the 

monarch butterfly. This bill includes some inaccurate reasoning about both the 

butterflies and LCPs that could set a flawed precedent for other species. Cal Cities is 

opposed unless amended and is urging the author to give coastal cities flexibility to 

implement policies that are most appropriate for the local conditions. 
Other bills would be much more beneficial for coastal cities. SB 1318 (Allen) would 

help coastal cities to better regulate non-owner-occupied short-term rentals. AB 

1938 (Irwin), if amended, could make it easier to protect surf areas that hold 

cultural, recreational, and economic significance. And lawmakers are proposing a 

resolution to formally oppose the federal administration’s plan to expand offshore 
oil facilities through SJR 12 (Laird) and better regulate pipelines and hazardous 

spills through State Fire Marshal oversight in AB 1536 (Addis), which Cal Cities 

supports. 

Other notable bills include: 

 SB 1313 (McNerney): PFAS: Drinking Water: State Revolving Fund Program 

 Cal Cities Position: Sponsor/Support 
 AB 2513 (Petrie-Norris): Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program: regional 

landscape grants 

Cal Cities Position: Support 

 AB 2739 (Soria): Water: Affordability and system stabilization 

Cal Cities Position: Support 
 SB 1218 (Arreguín) Refusal of registration: illegal dumping violation penalties 

Cal Cities Position: Support 

 AB 2462 (Pellerin): Unsafe products: disposal: penalties 

Cal Cities Position: Support 

 SB 1081 (Laird): Waste discharge requirements: minimum penalties: 
exceptions 

Cal Cities Position: Support 

 AB 1577 (Bauer-Kahan): Data centers: reporting 

Cal Cities Position: Support 

-  Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate 

Transportation, Communications, and Public Works 

Cal Cities has developed new policies to address a spike in dangerous e-bike 

behavior and its impact to communities. The Legislature has introduced 

approximately a dozen related bills — including AB 1569 (Davies), AB 1614 (Dixon), 
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and AB 2346 (Wilson). Supported by Cal Cities, the three bills address common 

issues with e-bikes while balancing statewide consistency with local flexibility. Cal 

Cities is engaged on all e-bike measures to ensure they preserve local control, 
enhance public safety, and impose new requirements on manufacturers. 

Electric vehicle charging station permits are also a huge topic in the Legislature. AB 

1820 (Schiavo) seeks to arbitrarily cap what cities can charge for residential and 

commercial electric vehicle charging station permits. Cal Cities is opposing the bill, 

arguing that there is no evidence that local permitting fees are a primary barrier to 
new charging stations. Rather, the real bottlenecks are private investments, grid 

capacity, and infrastructure readiness. 

Cal Cities has pushed back against Gov. Gavin Newsom’s proposal to provide tax 

credits to sustainable aviation fuel using local streets and roads funding. Cal Cities 

is also calling on the Legislature to provide at least $100 million from Cap-and-

Invest funding to help cities comply with the Advanced Clean Fleet regulation. 

Outside of the Legislature, Cal Cities has spearheaded efforts opposing the 

California Air Resources Board’s proposed changes to the Advanced Clean Fleet 

regulation. The changes would effectively force cities to act as an enforcement arm 

for the state by requiring them to report on zero-emission vehicle fleets within 

private fleets that cities contract for street sweeping, construction, waste hauling, 
and other services. 

Other notable bills include: 

 SB 1283 (Ashby): Electric Vehicle Charging Permitting 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

 SB 1001 (Archuleta): Cal OES: Public Works ID Badges 
 Cal Cities Position: Co-sponsor 

 HR 95 (Caloza): Public Works Month 

Cal Cities Position: Co-sponsor 

- Damon Conklin, legislative advocate 

Governance, Transparency, and Labor Relations 

Perhaps the biggest issue for cities is a two-year bill that would drive up costs for 

cities and roll back key pension reforms passed into law over a decade ago by 
reducing the benefit age factor for public safety employees, among other things. 

Lawmaker last year pressed pause on AB 1383 (McKinnor) after opposition from Cal 

Cities and others. However, Asm. Tina McKinnor moved the bill out of Assembly 

Appropriations in January after adopting several changes that reduced the bill’s 

cost. The measure passed off the Assembly Floor on a 70–2 vote and is now 
awaiting a Senate hearing. Cal Cities opposes the measure. 

Cal Cities also opposes AB 1564 (Ahrens), a repeat of AB 340 by the same author 

from last year. The bill would prohibit cities from questioning employees or their 

union representatives about communications concerning workplace matters. This 

would restrict cities’ ability to conduct workplace investigations while adding new 
costs and liability. 

Cal Cities is proud to co-sponsor AB 1821 by Asm. Blanca Pacheco. The bill would 

make a small but practical change to the California Public Records Act by shifting 

the current 10-day response period from calendar days to business days, giving 
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agencies the full number of working days intended to determine whether requested 

records are disclosable. 

Lawmakers could also make further changes to the Ralph M. Brown Act through SB 
1187 (Durazo). This comes in the wake of a new law, SB 707 (Durazo, 2025), 

that dramatically overhauled local government meeting requirements. Cal Cities will 

keep cities up to date as the bill develops. 

Cal Cities is opposed to several notable artificial intelligence bills: 

 SB 951 (Reyes) Employment: technological displacement: notice 
Cal Cities Position: Oppose Unless Amended 

 SB 947 (McNerney) Employment: automated decision systems 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

 AB 2027 (Ward) Worker data: prohibitions: artificial intelligence 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

 AB 1883 (Bryan) Workplace surveillance tools  
Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

 AB 1898 (Schultz) Workplace artificial intelligence tools 

Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

- Johnnie Piña, legislative advocate 

Next steps 

Lawmakers have May 1 to get any non-fiscal bills through the first round of policy 
committee meetings.  For a weekly breakdown of the biggest bills, check out Bill 

Talk. The weekly primer is organized around Cal Cities’ advocacy priorities. To learn 

how you can make your voice heard — or to get a copy of Bill Talk early on Monday 

— contact your regional public affairs manager. 
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Bill Talk: Wow! That’s a lot of bills 
Apr 15, 2026 

A weekly update from Cal Cities, sorting through the state bill buzz 

By Cal Cities Staff 

The weather is starting to heat up, and so is the Legislature. This week, the 
Assembly Housing Committee will review two measures sponsored by Cal Cities, 

along with a bill that would require cities without direct access to state 

homelessness funding to report on programs outside their control. 

Also on the docket are three sponsored measures in Cal Cities’ Environmental 

Quality portfolio, as well as a measure seeking to crack down on dangerous 
sideshows and a bill targeting electric vehicle charging station permitting. And Cal 

Cities is urging cities to support a $400 million funding request for Proposition 36 

implementation. 

But wait, there’s more: Gov. Gavin Newsom has proposed a jet fuel tax credit that 

he says would cut emissions — at the expense of local streets and roads. Cal Cities 
is also pushing back on a set of proposed changes to the Advanced Clean Fleets 

regulation that would introduce new administrative burdens for cities. 

-Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate managing editor 

Sponsored housing bill to face first committee hearing 

The Assembly Housing Committee on April 15 made a change to a housing element 

bill sponsored by Cal Cities. As drafted, AB 2296 (Papan) would give cities an extra 

six months to begin the housing element review process and require the 
Department of Housing and Community Development to provide more detailed 

feedback to local agencies. 

Assembly Housing amended the bill to remove a section that would have delayed 

the effective date of new housing element laws or amendments to housing element 

law for local agencies, despite a recommendation by the California State Auditor’s 
office to provide a transition period for local governments to comply with new state 

laws due to opposition from some housing advocates. With the committee 

amendments, the committee voted to pass the bill to the Assembly Local 

Government Committee with bipartisan support, 11-0.   

Cal Cities is proud to sponsor the measure and encourages cities to submit letters 
in support once these changes are in print. 

- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 
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Sponsored HHAP funding bill passes out of committee 

Assembly Housing on April 15 unanimously approved another measure sponsored 

by Cal Cities, AB 1708 (Solache). The bill seeks to increase access to Homeless 

Housing, Assistance, and Prevention (HHAP) funding for cities with populations 
under 300,000. Specifically, the bill requires regions to work directly with smaller 

cities to identify programs and interventions that serve unhoused residents and 

identify funding to help sustain and address the financial needs of those programs. 

AB 1708 would also require regions to establish a clear process for smaller cities 

interested in applying for HHAP funding and consider dedicating a portion of that 
funding for smaller jurisdictions.  

Cities should write and call their lawmakers, urging them to support this bill. 

- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate 

Letters needed for homelessness reporting measure 

The Senate Housing Committee passed SB 866 (Blakespear) on April 15. Cal Cities 

has an oppose unless amended position on the bill and is urging cities to submit 

letters to voice their concerns. The bill would require all but 14 cities to add 
extensive homelessness reporting requirements to their housing elements. 

Only a handful of the state’s largest cities get direct state funding to address 

homelessness. To receive HHAP funding, recipients must submit regional plans that 

include performance metrics. SB 866 would require cities that do not receive HHAP 

funding to add these same metrics to their housing elements. 
Cal Cities is urging the author to amend SB 866 to include all cities in the existing 

regional planning processes already used by California’s largest cities. This would 

protect smaller cities from unnecessary costs and red tape, while upholding 

transparency. 

- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate 

Cal Cities will continue to fight for Prop. 36 funding at Senate budget 

hearing 

On Thursday morning, a Senate subcommittee will convene to discuss Proposition 

36. Overwhelmingly approved by voters in 2024, the ballot measure created a new 

Treatment-Mandated Felony to address the surge in retail theft and shoplifting. 

Since then, some jurisdictions have implemented the initiative, but full 

implementation has been delayed due to inadequate funding. 

Last year, the Legislature provided approximately $100 million for implementation 
to trial courts, behavioral health, and public defenders. Lawmakers did not provide 

funding for probation, which is essential to the success of Prop. 36. 

With the help of Sen. Catherine Blakespear and Asm. Stephanie Nguyen, Cal Cities 

has requested $400 million to expand service capacity, secure in-custody 

treatment, and allow for individualized planning and monitoring to fully implement 
Prop. 36. 
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Jolena Voorhis, Cal Cities’ public safety legislative advocate, will discuss this critical 

budget ask during the subcommittee’s hearing. Cal Cities will circulate an action 

alert asking cities to contact their legislators and Senate Subcommittee #5 and 
request their support for this budget ask. A city sample letter is available online. 

- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst 

Cities encouraged to join coastal planning bill coalition letter  

Asm. Diane Dixon has introduced AB 2373, a measure that would let coastal cities 

use a neighborhood-scale adaptation approach when updating their Local Coastal 

Programs. Updating these plans can be a costly, complex process. AB 2373 would 
allow for more tailored and manageable climate resilience planning solutions while 

following the Coastal Act. The  Assembly Natural Resources Committee will hear the 

bill on April 20; coastal cities can sign on to Cal Cities’ coalition letter by filling out a 

short form. 

- Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate 

Fire hazard map improvement bill sails to next committee hearing with 

unanimous support 

AB 2517 (Calderon) is set for a hearing in the Assembly Emergency Management 
Committee the week of April 20th. Sponsored by Cal Cities, the bill would require 

the Office of the State Fire Marshal to provide consistent, timely public 

updates when developing local responsibility area fire hazard severity zone maps. 

The current process often leaves cities without the scientific data they need to fully 

understand which areas are at greatest risk for fires. 
The Assembly Natural Resources Committee supported AB 2517 with unanimous, 

bipartisan support. Cities can continue to submit their support letters using Cal 

Cities’ action alert. 

- Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate 

Insurance transparency and accountability priority bill heads to hearing 

this week 
This morning, the Assembly Insurance Committee approved AB 1559, a measure 
authored by Committee Chair Lisa Calderon. This bill focuses on addressing 

the ongoing residential insurance crisis. Since 2021, insurance companies have 

canceled 400,000 insurance policies in California alone, many in low-risk areas. 

AB 1559 would increase transparency in insurance companies’ decisions regarding 

coverage renewals based on aerial imagery. In the face of limited coverage, high 

premiums, and wildfire devastation, residents need a clear understanding of the 
steps they can take to safeguard their insurance coverage. Cal Cities supports the 

measure. 

A sample city letter is available online. 

- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst 

Cal Cities-sponsored PFAS bill advances to Senate Environmental Quality 

Committee 

The Senate Environmental Quality Committee will review a bill taking aim at forever 
chemicals on April 22. Sponsored by Cal Cities, SB 1313 (McNerney) would clarify 

that PFAS treatment and infrastructure projects that remove forever chemicals from 

https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/city-sample-letter--2026-prop-36-funding-request.docx?sfvrsn=6b624444_2
https://www.calcities.org/people/serena-scott
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=AB%202373&t=bill
https://www.westerncity.com/article/what-cities-can-learn-pacificas-ambitious-new-local-coastal-plan
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe01GQgPOU-rAqjtIzoYGkW8I3OWJeWlYv_nvDLzRSgSMm3Ow/viewform
https://www.calcities.org/people/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=AB%202517&t=bill
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2026/03/04/cal-cities-sponsored-bill-would-improve-the-fire-hazard-mapping-process
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2026/03/04/cal-cities-sponsored-bill-would-improve-the-fire-hazard-mapping-process
https://www.calcities.org/advocacy/take-action
https://www.calcities.org/people/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=ab%201559&t=bill
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-03-18/even-low-risk-homes-are-caught-up-in-californias-insurance-crisis
https://ct3raptor.capitoltrack.com/v1/results/37932D95-0B95-435C-BBB3-EABE2ECCABBB/output/4910.out
https://www.calcities.org/people/serena-scott
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=SB%201313&t=bill


local water supplies are eligible for funding under the Drinking Water State 

Revolving Fund program. Forever chemicals are a major concern for cities and 

water agencies up and down California, especially with a new federal drinking water 
standard that requires public water systems of all sizes to address these 

contaminants. A sample support letter is available for cities. 

- Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate 

Townhome bill bucks the trend for major streamlining proposals 

The Assembly Housing Committee will hear AB 1751 (Quirk-Silva) on April 15. The 

measure would require cities to automatically approve a parcel map or tentative 
final map for townhome development projects in multifamily residential zones and 

underutilized single-family zones — regardless of local rules and state-certified 

housing elements. 

Cal Cities has an oppose unless amended position. It is requesting that the author 

limit the bill to multifamily residential zones that comply with local objective 

development standards, as has been the case historically for major streamlining 
proposals by the Legislature. 

- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

Cal Cities to testify in support of sideshow crackdown bill 

On Tuesday, the Assembly Public Safety Committee gave the green light to AB 

1588 (Stefani), which would toughen penalties for sideshows. This measure targets 

repeat offenders and people who cause serious injuries during a sideshow. Cal 
Cities testified in support of the bill, alongside a representative from the San 

Francisco Police Department.  In recent years, local police departments throughout 

the state have reported an increase in dangerous, illegal sideshows and street 

takeovers, which have resulted in injuries, deaths, and property damage. 

A sample city letter is available online. 
 - Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst   

Bill targets local permitting of electric vehicle charging stations 

The Assembly Committee on Local Government will hear AB 1820 (Schiavo) on April 

15, a measure that seeks to arbitrarily cap what cities can charge for residential 

and commercial electric vehicle charging station permits. Cal Cities is opposing the 

bill, arguing that there is no evidence that local permitting fees are a primary 

barrier to new charging stations. Rather, the real bottlenecks are private 
investments, grid capacity, and infrastructure readiness: Cities stand ready to 

partner with the state to further meet zero-emission vehicle goals. 

-Damon Conklin, legislative advocate 

A quick reminder 

Bill Talk is a weekly breakdown of the biggest bills, policy committee hearings, and 

legislative deadlines that city leaders need to know about. To get this list on 
Monday morning, contact your regional public affairs manager. To access old Bill 

Talks, visit the archive page. To see all tracked bills by issue area or priority, visit 

the Bill Search page.  
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HCD releases SB 79 clarifications, but cities 

need more direct guidance 
Apr 15, 2026 

By Brady Guertin, legislative advocate (housing) 

Last month, the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), in 
consultation with four major councils of government, released advisory clarifications 

and definitions on SB 79 (Wiener, 2025). Gov. Gavin Newsom signed the transit-

oriented development bill last year after 13 rounds of changes — with promises 

from lawmakers to further refine it this year. 

The guidance is intended to help metropolitan planning organizations develop maps 
showing where SB 79 will apply statewide. Although the guidance includes some 

helpful clarifications, many cities will need more direct guidance or technical 

assistance before they begin implementing SB 79 on July 1. 

For example, cities need guidance on how to comply with the state’s anti-

discrimination housing law under SB 79, adopt alternative plans, and determine the 
income levels associated with SB 79 projects due to the affordability requirements 

that SB 79 projects must comply with. 

The document does confirm which counties, and the cities therein, need to comply 

with SB 79 if they have qualifying transit stops: Alameda, Los Angeles, 

Sacramento, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, and San Diego. Analysts last 

year were unsure which areas the bill would impact. 

The guidance also provides some examples of eligible rail types and public transit, 

which, according to HCD, might help local jurisdictions implement the new law. 

However, the guidance is at minimum, confusing, and potentially contradictory — 

especially as it pertains to future rail stops. 

HCD also notes on its website that a submittal checklist and transit-oriented 
development site templates are forthcoming, re-emphasizing the fact that neither 

the state nor local governments are prepared for the July 1 deadline. 

What exactly does SB 79 do? 

SB 79 requires cities in seven counties to approve residential development projects 

near specific transit stops under one-size-fits-all development standards, unless 

HCD approves an alternative plan or ordinance, starting July 1. The alternative plan 
and ordinance option were major selling points for proponents of SB 79; however, 

local agencies don’t have nearly enough information to begin these plans, adopt 

ordinances, and secure state approval before the fast-approaching deadline. 
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This year, lawmakers are advancing five clean-up measures, but cities need more 

help to properly implement SB 79. Cal Cities is urging lawmakers to delay the law 

until the 7th Regional Housing Needs Allocation Cycle, ensure HCD provides 
ongoing technical assistance, and create a deadline for the maps so local agencies 

can understand how to incorporate SB 79 into their planning efforts.  

To learn how to make your voice heard, contact your regional public affairs 

manager.  
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The hotly debated return of wildfire liability 
Apr 15, 2026 

Lawmakers are poised to make yet another major, late-session policy 

decision 

By Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate (environmental quality)   

Legislators this year are considering changes to who pays for wildfires — and how 
— in response to a report recently released by the California Earthquake Authority. 

The report outlines several policy options, including one that could reshape how 

much money victims and cities receive for utility-caused wildfires.  

In the wake of the January 2025 Southern California wildfires, all the report’s 

recommendations are on the table for this session. Cal Cities is urging lawmakers to 
reject any changes to the state’s strict wildfire liability framework — a constitutional 

standard unique to California that holds electrical corporations accountable for 

ensuring the safety of their infrastructure. 

Lawmakers are aiming to host a public hearing on the issue in May, with more to 

follow later in the year. 

Why is the earthquake authority in charge of a wildfire report? 

Late last year, lawmakers passed a major clean energy package that included SB 

254 (Becker). The bill, among other things, tasked the earthquake authority with 

developing this report for the Governor and Legislature on wildfire threats and 

liability. 

The earthquake authority manages the California Wildfire Fund, which provides 

money for the state’s three largest private utilities in the event they need to pay 
wildfire victims and local governments for wildfire-related damages. The fund is 

paid for by ratepayers and shareholders. 

Cal Cities, along with the California State Association of Counties and Rural County 

Representatives of California, last year submitted a joint letter outlining their 

opposition to changes to the state’s wildfire liability framework. This issue was last 
litigated by the Legislature in 2019, following the 2018 Camp Fire and the 2017 

Tubbs Fires, two of the state’s most destructive fire events. 

The report addresses insurance accessibility and affordability, wildfire mitigation, 

victims’ attorneys fees, wildfire liability, and other topics. Notably, it includes 

overhauling inverse condemnation as one key policy lever. That recommendation 
alone could be the most consequential — and the most politically fraught. 

https://www.calcities.org/people/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://www.cawildfirefund.com/sites/wildfire/files/documents/2026/sb-254-natcatresiliencyreport4-7-26.pdf
https://www.cawildfirefund.com/sb-254-natural-catastrophe-resilience-study
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2025/01/29/california-cities-go-above-and-beyond-mutual-aid-to-help-communities-impacted-by-the-los-angeles-wildfires
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB254
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB254
https://www.cawildfirefund.com/sites/wildfire/files/documents/2025/jordan-wells-new-sb-254-cea-report-rcrc-csac-calcities-submission-of-interest-12-12-2025-final-1.pdf
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2026/04/08/the-wildfire-tab-is-coming-due-00864968


What is inverse condemnation, and why does it matter? 

Courts have long ruled that electric utilities provide a public good by serving 

electricity to a vast majority of the state. Therefore, they have the power of 

eminent domain — to take private property. But property owners can also take 
legal action when said infrastructure damages private property. Coined inverse 

condemnation, this strict requirement holds electric utilities accountable, so their 

infrastructure does not cause catastrophic wildfires. 

Currently, if investigators determine that a utility’s infrastructure is the cause of a 

wildfire, the utility is responsible for fully compensating property owners and local 
governments for damages to those properties. 

The report notes that eliminating inverse condemnation could lower electric utilities’ 

cost risks and thus overall lower electricity bills. But ultimately, any such change 

would simply shift the cost to ratepayers via their insurance bills, to local 

governments, and the state, all trickling back down to ratepayers. 

While Cal Cities is opposed to such changes, it is supportive of many other actions 
that reduce wildfire risk, such as streamlining vegetation management projects in 

high fire areas, increasing the frequency of fire hazard data (as detailed in a Cal 

Cities-sponsored bill), and ensuring insurance companies account for wildfire 

mitigation efforts when determining coverage. 

Should lawmakers move changes to this framework forward, they would need to 
bring the measure to voters for approval. Legislators could try to lessen liability 

through other means — such as capping the amount owed to victims on an 

individual or on a per-event aggregate basis. Those changes would not need to go 

before voters. However, this could be severely detrimental and inequitable, as both 

fire victims and local governments would not be fully compensated for damages.    

Cities should stay alert for updates from Cal Cities on what will likely be late in the 

session legislative play.  
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Green jet fuel tax credit would set a troubling 

precedent 
Apr 15, 2026 

By Damon Conklin, legislative advocate (transportation) 

Cal Cities and a coalition of statewide partners are calling on lawmakers to reject 

a sustainable aviation fuel tax credit proposal put forth by Gov. Gavin Newsom 
earlier this year. The group’s message is simple: Climate policy should not come at 

the expense of local infrastructure and public safety. 

The impact would be immediate and real. The proposal would redirect up to $165 

million annually in diesel excise tax revenues — growing to $300 million over time 

— away from constitutionally protected funding for road maintenance. For cities, 
that means fewer pavement repairs, delayed safety improvements, and rising long-

term costs at a time when they are already struggling to keep up with basic 

maintenance. 

The Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) found the proposal to be a costly and 

inefficient climate strategy with uncertain environmental benefits. The LAO warned 

that it could deliver fewer emissions reductions than expected while creating 
deeper-than-projected losses to transportation funding and deviating from voter-

approved protections on fuel tax revenues. 

A separate report by the LAO states that under current conditions, California will 

experience a net transportation funding decline of nearly 31% within the next 

decade. 
Because the credit is tied to diesel tax liability, only a limited number of refiners 

qualify. In practice, one California facility — Phillips 66’s Rodeo refinery — is eligible 

to capture the benefit, alongside potential out-of-state producers. Cal Cities is 

concerned that the state is attempting to effectively redirect road repair funds to 

support a narrow segment of the fuel industry, rather than investing in broadly 
beneficial infrastructure. 

Years of underfunding have forced communities to delay critical repairs, allowing 

conditions to worsen and costs to escalate. Every dollar diverted under this 

proposal would compound that problem. 

Cities are committed to advancing California’s climate goals. But taking funding 
from already strained transportation systems to subsidize an expensive fuel 

alternative — one already supported by multiple incentive programs — is not sound 

policy. 

 

https://www.calcities.org/people/damon-conklin
https://trailerbill.dof.ca.gov/public/trailerBill/pdf/1365
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/sb1
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7b262293F7-9D32-F111-88B4-6045BDD69972%7d
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/5139
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4821
https://calmatters.org/environment/2026/04/newsom-aviation-fuel-credit-refinery/


 

Bill would make a modest adjustment to 

California Public Records Act response 

timeline 
Apr 15, 2026 

By Johnnie Pina, legislative advocate, and Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate 

managing editor  

The Assembly Judiciary Committee on Tuesday approved AB 1821 (Pacheco), a bill 

that would provide an important, practical clarification about the California Public 
Records Act. Cal Cities is co-sponsoring the bill, along with the California State 

Association of Counties (CSAC) and the California Municipal Clerks Association. The 

bill is also supported by other local government and education organizations. 

The California Public Records Act is a vital tool that allows the public to hold 

government accountable. However, in recent years, local agencies have seen a 
sharp rise in both the volume and complexity of public records requests, along with 

a decline in key revenue sources that once offset these costs. 

What would the bill do? 

Under existing law, agencies must determine within 10 days whether a request 

seeks disclosable records, with a possible 14-day extension in unusual 

circumstances. AB 1821 would shift the number of days local governments have to 
respond to records requests from calendar days to business days. 

This common-sense update reflects the operational realities of local agencies: Most 

public agencies do not have staff available on weekends or holidays. A business day 

standard ensures agencies have the full, intended number of working days to 

conduct thorough and accurate searches for disclosable records. 

Why it matters 

According to CSAC, local agencies in California have reported a 73% increase in 

records requests over the past five years, with over 90% diverting staff time away 

from core services to meet these demands. Modern government operations now 

generate far more disclosable records — including emails, texts, and internal 

messages — which require extensive searching, review, and redaction of sensitive 

information such as attorney-client communications, personal identifiers, and 
medical or criminal data.   

https://www.calcities.org/people/johnnie-pi%C3%B1a
https://www.calcities.org/people/brian-hendershot
https://www.calcities.org/people/brian-hendershot
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=AB%201821&t=bill


At the same time, agencies have lost key revenue sources that once offset these 

costs: Proposition 42 (2014) eliminated state reimbursement for compliance, and a 

2020 California Supreme Court ruling restricted agencies from recovering staff time 
or technical costs associated with producing records. As a result, local governments 

must absorb the full cost of increasingly time-intensive requests. 

An earlier version of this bill would have addressed this issue by allowing agencies 

to recover reasonable costs for exceptionally burdensome searches. However, the 

measure was amended as ongoing discussions continue. 

What can my city do? 

The bill now heads to the Assembly Appropriations Committee. Cities should 

submit a letter in support of the policy and in appreciation of Asm. Blanca Pacheco 

for taking on this challenging topic. To learn how to make your voice heard, contact 

your regional public affairs manager.  
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