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City of Garden Grove

INTER-DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

To: Lisa L. Kim From: Ursula Luna-Reynosa

Dept: City Manager Dept: Economic Development
and Housing

Subject: Update on Business Date: April 9, 2026
Retention and Expansion
Meetings

OBJECTIVE
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on recent Business

Retention and Expansion (BRE) visitation efforts conducted by the Economic
Development and Housing Department (EDHD) with local Garden Grove businesses.

DISCUSSION
During the months of February and March 2026, EDHD staff conducted a series of
Business Retention and Expansion (BRE) visitation meetings with local businesses.
These meetings were held on-site at each respective business location and provided
an opportunity for staff to engage directly with business owners and managers to
better understand their operations, business history, and future goals.

BRE visitations allow staff to identify opportunities to support business growth,
address operational needs, and strengthen relationships between the City and the
local business community. These visitations are an important component of the City's
proactive economic development strategy, allowing staff to maintain direct
communication with local businesses while identifying opportunities to support
business retention, expansion, and long-term investment in Garden Grove.

During these visits, staff reinforced the City's commitment to supporting local
businesses and shared information regarding available City resources and programs
that may assist businesses in maintaining and expanding their operations within
Garden Grove. Several businesses shared positive updates regarding their
operations, continued growth, and long-term presence in the community.

Highlights from these visits include the following:

Tuesday, February 24 - GKDI Design

Staff met with representatives from GKDI Design Group, a locally based design
consultancy specializing in industrial design, product development/ and design
research. During the meeting, staff learned about the company's history, its
involvement with the local Chamber of Commerce, and opportunities to continue
strengthening connections within the Garden Grove business community.
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Monday, March 2 - Shawarma House
Staff met with the business owner and manager to discuss the continued success of
the restaurant, which has served Garden Grove since 2018. During the meeting, staff
shared information about available City resources, including the Grow Garden Grove

Fund and the MicroBiz Loan Program, and provided information regarding
homelessness resources.

Tuesday, March 3 - Amarith Farmhouse
Staff met with the family-owned restaurant to better understand the business's

operations, history, and accomplishments/ and to discuss potential opportunities for
future growth and expansion within the City. Amarith Farmhouse has served the
Garden Grove community since 2023. Following the meeting, the business owner was

provided information on available properties within the City to support potential
expansion.

Tuesday, March 3 - Bake & Che
Staff met with the business owner to discuss the company's continued growth and

explore potential opportunities for expansion within the City. Bake & Che is a
Vietnamese dessert cafe known for its modern approach to traditional desserts and
continues to attract customers from across the region.

Thursday/ March 26- Grove Body Shop
The Mayor and City staff met with the owners of Grove Body Shop, a legacy business
that has served the community for over 50 years, and toured their facility. During
the visit, they discussed the company's current operations as well as potential future
opportunities for the site and its continued success. The meeting was productive and
reaffirmed the City's commitment to supporting long-standing local businesses. Staff
also provided information on available City resources, including the Grow Garden
Grove Fund, the MicroBiz Loan Program, and services addressing homelessness.

Photos below highlight recent Business Retention and Expansion visitation meetings
conducted by EDHD staff with Garden Grove business owners.

CONCLUSION
The City remains committed to supporting local businesses through ongoing
engagement and outreach. Business Retention and Expansion visits provide valuable

opportunities for staff to strengthen relationships with the business community.
EDHD will continue conducting BRE visitations as part of its ongoing efforts to foster
a strong and resilient local economy.
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Ursula LiAha-Reyno'sa

Assistant City Manager
Economic Development and Housing Director

By: Sara Shapiro, Administrative Analyst
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Business Retention and Expansion (BRE) Visitation Photos:

Photos below highlight recent Business Retention & Expansion (BRE) meeting
conducted by Economic Development and Housing Department staff with local
Garden Grove businesses.

Grove Body Shop
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o Family-owned

Automotive

body shop
o Serving Garden

Grove since
1976

Amarith Farmhouse Restaurant

o Family-owned
Restaurant

o Serving Garden
Grove since 2023

Shawarma House GK Design International INC

Family owned
Restaurant
Serving Garden
Grove since 2018

o Industrial Design
Company

o Serving Garden
Grove since 2016
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California’s historic investments to curb retail 
theft result in 29,060 arrests $226 million in 
recovered goods in two years 
 
What you need to know: Governor Newsom announced significant updates to California’s fight to 
stop organized retail theft – leading to over 29,060 arrests and recovering $226 million in stolen 
property – in two years. 

SACRAMENTO – As a direct result of state investment and Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
sustained commitment to disrupting criminal activity, local law enforcement agencies 
arrested 29,060 suspects and referred nearly 22,896 cases for prosecution related to 
organized retail theft over a two-year period. From October 2023 to September 2025, law 
enforcement agencies, assisted by historic state funding, have helped increase public 
safety and crack down on organized retail theft. 

We are sending a clear message: organized retail crime has no place in our communities. 
Through strong partnerships with local law enforcement, we are disrupting criminal 
enterprises, protecting small businesses, and making sure those responsible face 
consequences for their actions. 
Governor Gavin Newsom 

 
Most recently, from July to September 2025, local law enforcement agencies conducted 
over 3,300 arrests and recovered nearly $36 million in stolen goods.  
These results drove the total amount of recovered stolen goods that agencies have been 
able to recover to more than $226 million, a total increase of nearly 19% over the three-
month period. 



In 2023, as part of California’s Public Safety Plan, the Governor announced the largest-
ever investment to combat organized retail crime in state history. Through the Board of 
State and Community Corrections (BSCC), the organized retail theft grants have provided 
38 law enforcement agencies with over $242 million in funding to purchase new equipment, 
launch enhanced enforcement operations, hire new staff, and establish partnerships with 
the retail community.  
“The ORT grants are providing local law enforcement the tools necessary to strategically 
dismantle retail crime networks,” said BSCC Board Chair Linda Penner. “With thousands 
of arrests and millions of dollars in recovered goods, we are successfully building a more 
secure environment for California’s businesses and residents alike.” 
The grants continue to bolster the success of local law enforcement in supporting the retail 
community and combating retail crime.  
Notable highlights include: 
Equipment purchased through grant funds assisted the Delano Police Department in 
locating and arresting an armed robbery suspect who had brandished a firearm and 
demanded money at a local bank. 
The Garden Grove Police Department noted a remarkable decrease in auto thefts of 38% 
since the implementation of programs funded by the grant. 
The Irvine Police Department detectives used grant funds to identify and arrest suspects 
who stole merchandise from the Irvine Ulta, as well as suspects involved in additional 
thefts in nearby Lake Forest and Mission Viejo, totaling $10,000. The suspects were 
documented gang members with prior weapons violations. 
Several cargo theft arrests were made by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 
including suspects responsible for a Kohl’s warehouse theft valued at $340,000, a Compton 
area warehouse theft that included 68 pallets of Monster energy drinks and 35 pallets of 
New Balance shoes valued at $550,000 dollars, and, in another surveillance-driven 
operation in coordination with the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department and Redlands 
Police Department, a crew of South American Theft Group suspects were arrested in 
connection with multiple thefts at the Cabazon Outlets. 
The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department also arrested eight suspects through an 
investigation of multiple vehicles, a trailer, and 40 pallets of computers valued at $1.4 
million dollars. The operation resulted in a full recovery of goods, and suspects were also 
arrested for weapons and drug charges. 
The Los Angeles Police Department’s Cargo Theft Unit worked collaboratively with 
the Union Pacific Police Department and the Los Angeles Port Police to execute a 
search warrant that resulted in the recovery of $4.5 million of stolen cargo and rail goods. 
The Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department conducted multiple blitz operations during 
the reporting quarter, resulting in 24 arrests. The department notes an overall decrease in 
recent arrests and credits grant-funded efforts to combat retail theft. One notable case 
involved the arrest of a repeat offender responsible for reselling over $70,000 in stolen 
cordless tools and batteries. 
The Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Department investigated an online 
marketplace account believed to be selling stolen goods. Working with Target investigators, 
the department executed a search warrant that yielded over $38,000 in stolen goods from 
Target, Home Depot, and Lowe’s. 
Prosecuting organized retail theft rings 
In addition, the BSCC has also provided over $24 million to 13 district attorneys’ 
offices through a vertical prosecution grant program that allows the same prosecutors to 
focus on a case from beginning to end, providing victims and law enforcement a single 
point of contact.  
Although independent of the prevention grant outcomes, 2,219 people were convicted by 
grantees of theft-related property crimes, an increase of over 17% from the last quarter of 
data. Of those, 755 convictions were specifically related to organized retail theft, including 
654 felony convictions, or over 86%. Grantees expect the number of convictions achieved 
through the grant program to continue to rise in the next few quarters. 
Notable highlights include: 



The Placer County District Attorney’s Office successfully prosecuted a prolific organized 
retail theft suspect responsible for nearly $30,000 in theft from Lululemon stores, including 
cases from multiple counties across the state. The defendant was found guilty of all counts 
and is now serving a ten-year prison sentence. 
Arrests in one of the largest retail theft cases in the nation involved a high-level, 
sophisticated theft ring responsible for multiple Home Depot thefts totaling $10 million. 
Grant funds allowed the Ventura County District Attorney’s Office to spend several 
months in an active investigation that led to the arrest of nine suspects for multiple felonies. 
The FastPass retail theft prosecution program, created through grant funds by the Yolo 
County District Attorney’s Office, continues to build strong relationships with the local 
retail community, enhancing their collective ability to address retail theft. The program now 
operates county-wide, creating greater opportunities for reporting organized retail crime 
and facilitating prosecution. 
In total, $267 million in grant funding to 55 communities have enabled cities and counties to 
hire more police and secure more felony charges against suspects. 
Complementing the work done by the CHP 
In addition to this vital funding for local law enforcement, the state also works to stop retail 
theft through the California Highway Patrol’s Organized Retail Crime Task Force. State 
officers work with local and federal partners to tackle retail crime statewide. Since 
the inception of this task force in 2019, the CHP has been involved in over 4,300 
investigations, leading to the arrest of over 5,000 suspects and the recovery of over 1.5 
million stolen goods valued at nearly $70 million as of December 31, 2025.  
Through various partnerships and investments, the state is seeing real progress at 
increasing public safety and stopping bad actors once and for all.  
Investing in California’s public safety  
While Republicans in Congress pushed their “big beautiful betrayal” bill, cutting funding to 
vital public safety programs, California demonstrated what real public safety looks like: 
serious investments, strong enforcement, and real results. California has invested $2.1 
billion since 2019 to fight crime, help local governments hire more police, and improve 
public safety.  
In August 2024, Governor Newsom signed into law the most significant bipartisan 
legislation to crack down on property crime in modern California history. Building on the 
state’s robust laws and record public safety funding, these bipartisan bills offer new tools to 
bolster ongoing efforts to hold criminals accountable for smash-and-grab robberies, 
property crime, retail theft, and auto burglaries. While California’s crime rate remains near-
historic lows, these laws help the state adapt to evolving criminal tactics, ensuring that 
perpetrators are held accountable. 
 



CONTACT: Dana Saucedo
Community Services Department
(714) 741-5200/danam@ggcity.org

Monday, April 6, 2026

GARDEN GROVE’S PARKS AND RECREATION GUIDE OFFERS 
SUMMER PROGRAMS, CLASSES, AND EVENTS

The Summer 2026 Garden Grove Parks and Recreation Guide is now 

available, and registration for summer classes begins today at gg.city/classes. 

The interactive digital guide features a wide variety of programs, classes, 

activities and special events running from May 1 through Aug. 31. Offerings include 

youth sports, creative arts, adult activities, fitness classes and more. Registration 

and payment can be completed online

Residents and visitors are encouraged to register early to help secure a spot 

in their preferred classes.

Follow the Community Services Department on Facebook and Instagram at 

@gardengroveparksandrec to see announcements on programs, services, events 

and job opportunities.  

For more information, visit ggparksandrec.com or call (714) 741-5200. 

###
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CONTACT:
Greg Blodgett
Deputy Director, Economic Development
(714) 741-5124 / greg1@ggcity.org

Tuesday, March 31, 2026

City Of Garden Grove and Garden Grove Tourism 
Improvement District Officially Launch Grove District 

Transit

The City of Garden Grove and the Garden Grove Tourism Improvement 

District (GGTID) today officially launched Grove District Transit, a new shuttle 

service connecting participating Garden Grove hotels to the Disneyland Resort. 

“Garden Grove is a welcoming destination and an important part of the 

region’s visitor economy,” said Mayor Stephanie Klopfenstein. “With the launch of 

Grove District Transit, we are improving access for hotel guests and reinforcing 

Garden Grove as a convenient place to stay while visiting the Disneyland Resort”

With service now underway, Grove District Transit provides guests at 10 

participating Garden Grove hotels with a convenient new way to reach the 

Disneyland Resort while supporting an important part of Garden Grove’s visitor 

economy. Grove District Transit vehicles are ADA accessible, helping expand 

transportation access for hotel guests and supporting a more inclusive visitor 

experience.

“We are proud to launch Grove District Transit as a new amenity for 

participating hotels and their guests,” said GGTID President Dieter Hissin. “This 

service provides a convenient new way to reach the Disneyland Resort and 

strengthens the visitor experience for those staying in Garden Grove.”



Three routes serve participating Garden Grove hotels and the Disneyland 

Resort, with service beginning at 7:15 a.m. and continuing through 12:45 a.m. at 

approximately 30-minute intervals. The routes include: 

 Route 1 – Serves Residence Inn Anaheim Resort Area/Garden Grove, 

Sheraton Garden Grove – Anaheim South and Great Wolf Lodge 

Southern California, with estimated travel times ranging from about 10 

to 20 minutes. 

 Route 2 – Serves Delta Hotels by Marriott Anaheim Garden Grove, 

Anaheim Marriott Suites and Homewood Suites by Hilton Anaheim-

Main Gate Area, with estimated travel times of about 15 minutes.  

 Route 3 – Serves Embassy Suites by Hilton Anaheim South, Hilton 

Garden Inn Anaheim/Garden Grove and Hampton Inn & Suites 

Anaheim/Garden Grove, with estimated travel times of about 15 

minutes. 

On Thursday, March 12, 2026, the GGTID Board approved modifications to the 

activities for Fiscal Year 2025-26 to include transit services as a new activity. 

Funded through assessments paid by local hotels, GGTID supports programs that 

promote tourism and enhance the visitor experience in Garden Grove. Explore local 

attractions, hotels and visitor information at visitgardengrove.com. 

Guests may purchase a $7 one-day pass for unlimited rides or a $21 three-day 

pass. Children under three do not require a ticket. Additional service details are 

available through participating hotels and at www.grovedistricttransit.com  

### 



 

 



Contact: Amanda Cross
Community Services Department
(714) 741-5168 / amandac@ggcity.org

Tuesday, March 31, 2026

GARDEN GROVE SENIORS INVITED TO ATTEND THE 
49TH ANNUAL STRAWBERRY BALL 

Garden Grove seniors are invited to attend the City of Garden Grove’s H. Louis 

Lake Senior Center’s 49th Annual Strawberry Ball, a celebration honoring the 2026 

Strawberry Ball King and Queen. The event will take place on Thursday, May 21, 2026, 

from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at the Garden Grove Community Meeting Center, located 

at 11300 Stanford Avenue. Tickets are $20 and include dinner, dessert, alcoholic and 

non-alcoholic beverages, live music, and dancing. 

Advance reservations are required. Tickets will be available Wednesday, April 1 

through Thursday, May 14, and must be purchased in person at the H. Louis Lake Senior 

Center, located at 11300 Stanford Avenue, Monday through Friday between 8:30 a.m. 

and 3:30 p.m. Only cash or check will be accepted. 

For more information about the H. Louis Lake Senior Center, visit 

www.ggcity.org/seniorcenter. 

###





GARDEN GROVE TO PARTICIPATE IN
NATIONAL TAKE BACK INITIATIVE

The City of Garden Grove Police Department and the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) will offer the public a safe way to dispose of expired, unused, 

and unwanted prescription drugs on Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m., helping prevent abuse and theft. 

Anyone can bring unwanted pills for disposal to the Garden Grove Police 

Department, located at 11301 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove, CA 92840. Garden 

Grove Police personnel will be stationed at the entrance of the police lobby with 

collection bins and information. The service is free and anonymous, no questions 

asked. Please note the DEA cannot accept liquids or needles or sharps, ONLY pills or 

patches.

In October 2025, Americans turned in 286 tons (over 570,000 pounds) of 

prescription drugs at over 4,317 sites operated by the DEA, in partnership with

state and local law enforcement agencies.

-more-

Contact: CSO Brittanee Brantner
Garden Grove Police Department
(714) 741-5764/ brittaneeb@ggcity.org

Wednesday, April 1, 2026



GARDEN GROVE TO PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL TAKE BACK INITIATIVE 
2-2-2 
 

This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. 

Medicines that languish in home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion, 

misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly 

high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs. 

Studies have shown that most abused prescription drugs are obtained from family 

and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. 

In addition, Americans are now advised that their usual methods for 

disposing of unused medicines—flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in 

the trash—both pose potential safety and health hazards. 

For more information about the disposal of prescription drugs or about the 

April 25 Take Back Day event, visit ggcity.org/events/takeback-march-2026. 

### 



Contact: Navin Maru
Public Works Department
(714) 741-5180

Wednesday, March 25, 2026

NIGHTTIME STORM DRAIN REPAIRS TO IMPACT TRAFFIC 
AT KNOTT STREET AND LAMPSON AVENUE

The City of Garden Grove will begin nighttime storm drain repairs at the 
intersection of Knott Street and Lampson Avenue on Sunday, March 29, 2026. 
Repair work is expected to continue through June 2026 and will result in traffic 
restrictions in the area.

During construction, northbound Knott Street will be reduced to one lane and 
Lampson Avenue will be closed to through traffic at the intersection. Work will take 
place from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m., Sunday night through Friday morning, to reduce 
impacts on daytime traffic.

No parking will be allowed in the construction zone during work hours. Access 
to nearby businesses and residences will be maintained at all times.

The project includes installation of storm drain pipe, asphalt paving, traffic 
striping and pavement markers.

On March 10, 2026, the Garden Grove City Council awarded a contract to 
Duffy General Engineering Inc. of Menifee. The project is included in the City’s 
2025-26 Capital Improvement Program budget and is funded by Measure M2 
Fairshare, Gas Tax (SB1) and drainage fee funds.

For more information, contact Navin Maru in the Garden Grove Public Works 
Department at 714-741-5180.

###



Contact: Dana Saucedo (714) 741-5242
Community Services Department
danam@ggcity.org

Wednesday, April 8, 2026

NOMINATE YOUR FRONT YARD NOW FOR RECOGNITION 
AND CHANCE TO WIN HOME DEPOT GIFT CARD 

Nominations for the City of Garden Grove’s home beautification program, 

Garden Grove Gems, that recognizes residents for their home’s outstanding front 

yards, take place now through Friday, April 24. From all the nominations received, 

four will be selected at random to receive $100 Home Depot gift cards. Gift card 

winners will be announced the week of Monday, April 27. To nominate your home, 

complete an online application and photo submission at www.ggcity.org/gems. 

To self-nominate your home, applicants must: reside in or own the 

nominated home; include their complete address in the online application form for 

verification purposes; and submit one photo of their home in a JPG, PNG, or PDF 

format. Photo must be taken after January 1, 2026, and cannot be digitally 

enhanced or altered. 

Nominated homes will be categorized by each of the City’s six districts and 

featured on the Garden Grove Gems webpage at www.ggcity.org/gems during the 

online voting period of Monday, May 4 through Monday, May 18. 

-more- 



NOMINATE YOUR FRONT YARD NOW FOR CITY RECOGNITION 
2-2-2 
 

The home that receives the highest number of votes, along with a runner up, 

will be determined for each district. Distinguished homes will be announced during 

the week of Tuesday, May 26 through the City’s website, social media platforms, 

and local media. Honorees will receive citywide recognition with homeowners 

invited to an awards reception hosted by the Garden Grove City Council. 

 For more information, program guidelines, and online application, visit 

ggcity.org/gems or call (714) 741-5200. 

### 





    
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

April 9, 2026 

 

 

 

1. Calendar of Events 

2. Meeting minutes for the February 19, 2026 Garden Grove Planning Commission 

meeting.  

3. Agenda for the April 16, 2026 Garden Grove Planning Commission meeting. 

4. Agenda for the April 9, 2026 Garden Grove Zoning Administrator meeting. 

5. League of California Cities articles from April 1, 2026 to April 9, 2026 
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Planning Commission -1- February 19, 2026 

GARDEN GROVE PLANNING COMMISSION 
Community Meeting Center 

11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA  92840 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, February 19, 2026

CALL TO ORDER:  7:01 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

Commissioner Ashland 
Commissioner Beard 
Commissioner Cueva 

Commissioner Flanders 
Commissioner Laricchia 

Commissioner Lindsay  
Commissioner Ramirez 

Absent: Laricchia 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Commissioner Lindsay. 

SELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR: 

Action: Commissioner Ramirez motioned to continue the Selection of 

Chair and Vice to the next meeting due to commissioner(s) 
absence. Motion received a second from Commissioner Lindsay.   

Action: Motion approved with a 6-1 vote as follows: 

Ayes: (6) Ashland, Beard, Cueva, Flanders, Lindsay, Ramirez
Noes: (0) None

Absent: (1) Laricchia

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC – None 

October 2, 2025 MINUTES:  

Action: Received and filed. 

Motion: Lindsay  Second: Cueva  

Ayes: (4) Cueva, Flanders, Lindsay, Ramirez

Noes:  (0)
Absent: (1) Laricchia
Abstain: (2) Ashland, Beard



Planning Commission -2- February 19, 2026 

PUBLIC HEARING – SITE PLAN NO. SP-166-2026 

Applicant: RICHARD MARTIN BECK 
Date: February 19, 2026 

Request: A request for Site Plan approval to construct a new employee break 
room consisting of a 1,504 square-foot, one-story building with a 1,202 

square-foot roof deck, and a 529 square-foot open air patio. The 
proposed building will replace an existing 1,923 square-foot, one-story 

employee break room at the GKN Aerospace Transparency Systems 
Facilities. In conjunction with the request, the Planning Commission will 
consider a determination that the project is categorically exempt from 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Action: Resolution No. 6128-26 was approved. 

Motion: Lindsay  Second:       Ashland 

Ayes: (6) Ashland, Beard, Cueva, Flanders, Lindsay, Ramirez

Noes:  (0)
Absent: (1) Laricchia

ITEM FOR CONSIDERATION – ITEM FOR CONSIDERATION NO. IFC-002-2025 FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF PINE STREET, NORTH OF LAMPSON 

AVENUE AT 12411 PINE STREET 

Applicant: PHI VAN NGUYEN  
Date: February 19, 2026 

Request: A request for the Planning Commission to consider a resolution denying 
the City Tree Replacement and Removal Application for the address 

located at 12411 Pine Street per motion of the Planning Commission 
adopted October 2, 2025. 

Action: Resolution No. 6127-26 was approved. 

Motion: Ashland  Second:       Cueva 

Ayes: (5) Ashland, Cueva, Flanders Lindsay, Ramirez
Noes:  (1) Beard
Absent: (1) Laricchia

ITEM FOR CONSIDERATION - ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE 2025 ANNUAL PROGRESS 

REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE GENERAL PLAN AND HOUSING ELEMENT 

Action: Received and filed. 

Motion: Beard Second: Lindsay 



Planning Commission -3- February 19, 2026 

Ayes: (6) Ashland, Beard, Cueva, Flanders, Lindsay, Ramirez

Noes: (0) None
Absent: (1) Laricchia

MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS: Commissioner Beard welcomed Officer Polopek 

to the Planning Commission meetings. 

MATTERS FROM STAFF: Staff stated that the March 5th Planning Commission Meeting 
would be cancelled, and gave a brief description of the March 19th meeting agenda. 
Staff mentioned upcoming Planning Commission tours and will provide dates. 

ADJOURNMENT:  At 7:50 p.m. 

______________________________ 

Carol Sebbo 
Recording Secretary 
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Becerra, Mahan, and Yee to appear at 2026 Cities 
Gubernatorial Candidate Forum 
Apr 8, 2026 

By Cal Cities Staff 
Cal Cities is holding an onstage conversation with gubernatorial candidates on April 23 in 
Sacramento as part of the City Leaders Summit. City officials can hear directly from the 
candidates about issues most important to cities, including housing and homelessness, public 
safety, climate and energy, affordability, and more. 
Scott Shafer, senior politics and government editor at KQED and co-host of the award-winning 
podcast Political Breakdown, will moderate the conversation. Shafter will also delve into 
leadership, values, and the person behind each candidate, offering a deeper understanding of 
their potential partnership with cities. 

Who will be there? 

Cal Cities invited the top 11 candidates to the forum: Xavier Becerra, Matt Mahan, and Betty 
Yee agreed to attend; confirmations from two other candidates are pending. 

Xavier Becerra, the son of Mexican American immigrants, has spent 35 years serving California 
— from the State Assembly to the U.S. Congress, as California’s Attorney General, and the U.S. 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. He is best known for his work on the Affordable Care 
Act, high-profile fights with the Trump administration, and successful efforts to lower prescription 
drug prices. 
Matt Mahan is the mayor of San José. After serving on several neighborhood and civic boards, 
he decided to run for city council in 2020. During his time in office, he has focused on making 
city hall more responsive and accountable, especially on the issues of public safety, 
homelessness, and housing. He was also one of the main proponents of Proposition 36 in 2024 
and continues to advocate new approaches to the state’s problems. 
Betty Yee was elected as California’s Controller in 2014, following two terms on the California 
Board of Equalization (BOE). As state controller, she and her team uncovered $7.5 billion in 
misspending. Her work on the BOE resulted in Amazon collecting and remitting sales tax and 
the recognition of marriage equality. Yee has also held key positions in other statewide 
organizations, including the Chief Deputy Director of the California Department of Finance. 

City Leaders Summit registration information 

Registration for the entire City Leaders Summit starts at $650 for city officials from any Cal 
Cities member city. Summit registration includes admission to all educational sessions, the 
Wednesday reception, Thursday breakfast and lunch, and Friday breakfast. The deadline to 
register is April 15, after which officials must register on-site if space is available. 

The City Leaders Summit will be at the SAFE Credit Union Convention Center, located in the 
heart of downtown Sacramento across from the Capitol. The SAFE Credit Union Convention 
Center is just 15 minutes away from Sacramento International Airport. 

For more information, visit the City Leaders Summit webpage. 

https://www.calcities.org/home/2026-gubernatorial-forum
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7b7F9D99DD-FB4A-F011-877A-7C1E5200E689%7d
https://www.calcities.org/people/xavier-becerra
https://www.calcities.org/people/matt-mahan
https://www.calcities.org/people/betty-yee
https://www.calcities.org/education-and-events/event/2023/04/12/default-calendar/city-leaders-summit


 

Cal Cities doubles down on Prop. 36 funding request 
Apr 8, 2026 

By Jolena Voorhis, legislative advocate (public safety) 
Cal Cities is urging lawmakers to fully fund Proposition 36. The ballot measure 
— overwhelmingly approved by voters in 2024 — made changes to drug and property theft 
crimes and created a new treatment-mandated felony to address a surge in retail theft and 
shoplifting. 
This year, Cal Cities is part of a coalition that includes the Chief Probation Officers of California, 
the California State Sheriffs Association, and the California District Attorneys Association. The 
group is requesting funding for probation and other services needed at the local level and has 
met with lawmakers several times, including Sen. Laura Richardson, who chairs a key budget 
subcommittee. 

Carolyn Coleman, Cal Cities executive director and CEO, last week sent a letter to 
legislators  urging them to approve a $400 million request from Asm. Stephanie Nguyen and 
Sen. Catherine Blakespear for probation, accountability, and assessment. Cal Cities also 
testified in support of the funding during an Assembly Budget subcommittee in mid-March.    
These investments are necessary to expand service capacity, secure in-custody treatment, and 
allow for individualized planning and monitoring. Absent real consequences and accountability, 
local governments cannot maximize treatment success, a key goal of Prop. 36. 
The Senate Budget Subcommittee #5 on Public Safety will hear the request on April 16. Cities 
should send letters in support of the $400 million request to their legislators. 

Last year, the Legislature provided $100 million for trial courts, behavioral health, and public 
defenders. While this was a good start, it did not fully fund all the necessary services needed to 
ensure the successful implementation of Prop. 36. 

To learn how to make your voice heard, contact your regional public affairs manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.calcities.org/people/jolena-voorhis
https://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_36,_Drug_and_Theft_Crime_Penalties_and_Treatment-Mandated_Felonies_Initiative_(2024)
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/prop-36-budget-letter-3-30-26.pdf?sfvrsn=3ec3e217_1
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/prop-36-budget-letter-3-30-26.pdf?sfvrsn=3ec3e217_1
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/recovery-and-substance-use-treatment.pdf?sfvrsn=88bd5685_5
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/recovery-and-substance-use-treatment.pdf?sfvrsn=88bd5685_5
https://www.calcities.org/get-involved/regional-divisions


 

Cities without access to state homelessness funding 
would need to report on programs outside their 
control under new bill 
Apr 8, 2026 

By Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate (community services) 
Sen. Catherine Blakespear introduced legislation that, for the second year in a row, attempts to require all 
but 14 cities to add extensive homelessness reporting requirements to their housing elements. Cal Cities 
opposes SB 866 unless it is amended and is urging cities to contact their legislators and voice their 
concerns. 

How would SB 866 work? 

Currently, funding from the state’s Homeless Housing, Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) grant program 
goes directly to California’s 14 largest cities, all 58 counties, and 44 Continuums of Care — leaving the 
other 469 cities without direct state support. To receive HHAP funding, recipients must submit regional 
plans that include performance metrics. 

SB 866 would require cities that do not receive HHAP funding to add these same metrics — that include 
services and systems largely outside their control — to their housing elements. 

These metrics would include detailed information about homelessness in cities, such as how many 
people become homeless after leaving jails, prisons, or hospitals, as well as how many people fall back 
into homelessness after they are placed in permanent housing. Cities would also need to explain how 
they are coordinating services under the Behavioral Health Services Act and identify available mental 
health funding — county-led functions that cities are not positioned to fulfill. 

What changes does Cal Cities want? 

Most cities cannot collect this data on their own. In fact, gathering it would require extensive coordination 
with counties, hospitals, jails, and other partners. Moreover, housing elements are long-term planning 
documents that, for many cities, are updated every eight years. The data would quickly become outdated 
and fail to reflect the needs of people experiencing homelessness. 

Cal Cities is urging the author to amend SB 866 to include all cities in the existing regional planning 
processes, which would provide transparency into the metrics that SB 866 includes, but through the same 
process already used by California’s largest cities. 

How can my city help? 

SB 866 has not received a hearing date. However, the Senate Housing Committee will likely review the 
bill by April 21. Cal Cities is asking cities to submit letters urging lawmakers to oppose the bill unless 
amended to address these concerns.  
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Bill Talk: Recess ends, as does the calm for cities 
Apr 8, 2026 

A weekly update from Cal Cities, sorting through the state bill buzz 

By Cal Cities Staff 
The Legislature reconvened on Monday from Spring Recess. Lawmakers have a little over a 
month to get their bills out of their first set of policy committee hurdles. 

This week’s lineup initially included a rather alarming attempt to get around local short-term 
rental regulations. However, the author pulled the bill after strong opposition from Cal Cities and 
others. Lawmakers are also taking action on drunk driving after a series of scathing 
investigations from CalMatters, and could bring back a popular planning grant program that 
helped cities meet their housing element deadlines. Cal Cities supports both bills.    
On the public safety front: Carolyn Coleman, Cal Cities executive director and CEO, last week 
sent a letter to key senators urging them to approve a $400 million request from Asm. Stephanie 
Nguyen and Sen. Catherine Blakespear for Proposition 36 (2024) implementation. The money 
would go toward probation, accountability, and assessment needs. 
-Brian Hendershot, Cal Cities Advocate managing editor 

Homelessness reporting bill returns 

Cal Cities issued an action alert this week urging cities to submit letters to voice their concerns 
about SB 866 (Blakespear). The bill would require all but 14 cities to add extensive 
homelessness reporting requirements to their housing elements. The measure is similar to a bill 
by Catherine Blakespear from last year, which she parked after opposition from Cal Cities and 
other homeless and affordable housing advocates. 
Currently, funding from the state’s Homeless Housing Assistance and Prevention grant program 
goes directly to California’s 14 largest cities, all 58 counties, and 44 Continuums of Care — 
leaving the other 469 cities without direct state support. To receive HHAP funding, recipients 
must submit regional plans that include performance metrics. SB 866 would require cities 
that do not receive HHAP funding to add these same metrics to their housing elements. 
Cal Cities is urging the author to amend SB 866 to include all cities in the existing regional 
planning processes, which would provide transparency into the metrics that SB 866 includes, 
but through the same regional process already used by California’s largest cities. 
Cal Cities opposes the measure unless amended. The Senate Housing Committee will hear the 
bill by April 21. 

- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate 

Sponsored HHAP bill amended 

Cal Cities is working on amendments to AB 1708 (Solache) to address concerns raised by 
several organizations and the Assembly Housing Committee that would have made it 
impossible to move the measure forward in its current form. The bill seeks to increase access 
to state homelessness funding for cities with populations under 300,000 and will go before the 
Assembly Housing Committee on April 15 in its amended form. 
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- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate 

Short-term rental bill undermines local control and hard-fought reforms 

The Assembly Arts, Entertainment, Sports and Tourism Committee was scheduled to review a 
bill seeking to skirt local short-term rental regulations, including prohibitions or limits on the 
number of locally permitted units. Specifically, AB 1953 (Lowenthal) would allow the state to 
issue local short-term rental permits during a declared state of emergency or a “special event” 
such as the World Cup or Olympic Games. 
Aside from potential unconstitutional zoning interference, the bill does not provide a framework 
that ensures local taxes are collected or that rentals cease operating once the declared event 
ends. Many cities already lack access to basic property-level data, such as addresses, needed 
to ensure compliance with local ordinances and tax requirements. AB 1953 would 
undermine recent, successful efforts by Cal Cities to improve data transparency and 
accountability. 
The author pulled the bill from the hearing early on Monday after feedback from a robust 
coalition of opposition. Cal Cities opposes the measure. 

- Ben Triffo, legislative advocate 

Drunk driving and victims’ restitution measures set for hearings 

Legislators have introduced several bills targeting drunk drivers in response to an 
ongoing CalMatters investigation that found the state allows drivers with long histories of 
dangerous driving to remain on the road. Cal Cities is supporting many of those measures. 
Among these is SB 907 by Sen. Bob Archuleta, which the Senate Public Safety Committee 
approved on April 7. This measure would strengthen California’s DUI enforcement and 
sentencing laws, particularly for repeat offenders. The bill focuses on five core components: 
 Increasing penalties for drivers with prior DUIs. 
 Allowing second-degree murder charges for drunk drivers who cause a death after a 

Watson Warning — a formal warning that driving under the influence can result in a murder 
charge if someone is killed. 

 Enhancing hit-and-run punishments. 
 Adding vehicular manslaughter offenses to the violent felony list. 
 Permitting full-term consecutive sentencing for multiple violations of gross vehicular 

manslaughter. 
Also on Tuesday, the Assembly Public Safety Committee okayed AB 2297 by Asm. Catherine 
Stefani. That bill would require courts to order restitution to a victim when a defendant 
participates in a diversion program. This would help ensure that the continued utilization of 
diversion is not at the expense of a victim’s right to seek restitution. Cal Cities supports the bill, 
as victims’ restitution plays a crucial role in healing, financial security, and accountability. 
Both bills have city sample letters on Cal Cities’ website. 

- Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst 

Impact fee and inspection under the microscope 

Both the Senate and Assembly housing committees will meet this week to discuss development 
impact fees, inspections and permitting for residential housing, and financial support for housing 
elements. 

In the Assembly on Wednesday morning, lawmakers heard AB 1621 (Wilson) and AB 2002 
(Solache). AB 1621 would cap the number of times a city can formally review a building permit 
to no more than two, except for health and safety issues. As drafted, the proposal does not 
acknowledge regulations not directly related to health and safety that cities must consider and 
enforce when reviewing project applications, such as air quality or solar energy, or even 
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incomplete applications that may require additional plan checks. Cal Cities and a coalition of 
local governments oppose the measure unless it is amended to address those concerns. 
AB 2002 would establish the Regional Early Action Planning fund, which would help cities and 
other jurisdictions meet the requirements of the fast-approaching 7th Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation Cycle. Local agencies could use the funds to complete housing elements, establish 
trust funds for affordable housing, and meet other planning requirements. Cal Cities is leading a 
coalition of local governments in support of the measure, as funding for local governments is 
key to meeting the state’s housing requirements. 

Legislators in the Senate approved SB 1117 (Cervantes) this week. The bill would dramatically 
limit the amount of impact fees cities could collect for accessory dwelling units larger than 750 
square feet. For example, if a project applicant proposes a 1,000-square-foot unit, local 
governments could only charge impact fees for 250 square feet. This would severely limit the 
funding for essential infrastructure and public services. Local agencies can only charge the 
amount necessary to provide services and infrastructure; these fees are not used to generate 
revenue. Cal Cities and a coalition of several local government groups oppose the measure. 
- Brady Guertin, legislative advocate 

Is this the year for a nitrous oxide crackdown? 

Legislators are trying to crack down on nitrous oxide, an odorless, colorless chemical that has 
become a popular and  dangerous recreational drug. On April 7, the Assembly Judiciary 
Committee advanced AB 2076 (Lowenthal). Supported by Cal Cities, this bill would narrow 
minors' access to nitrous oxide within online marketplaces by adding it to a list of dangerous 
products that require stricter age verification. A sample letter of support is available online. 
On Wednesday, Cal Cities provided lead support testimony on SB 1314 (Menjivar) in the 
Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee. The Cal Cities-supported measure would, starting 
January 2027, prohibit smoke shops from opening within 600 feet of a school or daycare center. 
The measure would also prohibit the sale of nitrous oxide at smoke shops — similar to a Cal 
Cities-sponsored bill by Sen. Tom Umberg. The bill passed out of the committee and is now 
headed to the Senate Health Committee. 
- Caroline Grinder, legislative advocate, and  Serena Scott, legislative affairs analyst 

A quick reminder 

Bill Talk is a weekly breakdown of the biggest bills, policy committee hearings, and legislative 
deadlines that city leaders need to know about. To get this list on Monday morning, contact 
your regional public affairs manager. To access old Bill Talks, visit the archive page. To see all 
tracked bills by issue area or priority, visit the Bill Search page.  
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Lawmakers try to get a grip on dangerous e-bike 

behavior 
Apr 1, 2026 

By Damon Conklin, legislative advocate (transportation) 
Legislators are racing to address some of the unintended side effects of e-bikes’ sudden 
popularity, particularly among younger riders. Although the surge in usage has expanded 
mobility and reduced car emissions, it has also created real public safety challenges on streets, 
sidewalks, school campuses, and other community spaces. 
Late last year, Cal Cities began to deliberatively update its e-bike policy, starting with a member 
survey and roundtable with local elected officials and law enforcement. That effort led to a 
working group, which developed policy guidance on rider education, infrastructure safety, and 
manufacturing and marketing standards. These efforts have created a balanced framework that 
seeks to improve public safety while preserving local control. 

Which bills is Cal Cites engaged on? 
Lawmakers have introduced at least 10 e-bike measures, three of which Cal Cities supports: AB 
1569 (Davies), AB 1614 (Dixon), and AB 2346 (Wilson). The three measures all address 
common issues with e-bikes while balancing statewide consistency with local flexibility. 
AB 1569 seeks to take a preventative approach by focusing on education. It would require 
students to complete a safety training program focused on traffic laws, right-of-way, and safe 
operation before parking on school campuses. For cities, this is critical. Students are frequent 
peak-hour riders, and many collisions stem from a lack of basic safety knowledge. The measure 
is receiving pushback from schools for its potential costs. 

AB 1614 addresses safety on Class I bikeways — multiuse paths that serve cyclists, 
pedestrians, and families. It would enact a one rider per seat to prevent multiple passengers 
“hanging off” an e-bike designed for one passenger. The measure reinforces a simple principle: 
Safe infrastructure must be matched by safe behavior. 

AB 2346 would establish commonsense equipment standards for e-bikes, including 
speedometers and lighting, to improve speed awareness and visibility. It would also require 
manufacturers and retailers to provide clear information on California’s e-bike laws at the point 
of sale, addressing a persistent lack of public awareness that often underlies unsafe behavior. 

Equally important, AB 2346 would allow cities to set reasonable speed limits on bike paths and 
multiuse trails and establish baseline limits in high pedestrian areas. It also includes added 
protections for younger riders. 

Taken together, these measures form a cohesive strategy grounded in education, infrastructure 
safety, equipment standards, and local control. All three measures have been referred to the 
Assembly Transportation Committee, which will hear the measures before May 1. 
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What’s next? 
Cal Cities is also working with legislators on several other proposals. SB 1167 
(Blakespear) would reclassify some more powerful e-bikes as mopeds, thus requiring 
licensing. AB 1942 (Bauer-Kahan) would require registration and license plates for Class 2 and 
3 e-bikes. AB 1557 (Papan) would close a loophole that the author says allows e-motorcycles to 
be marketed as e-bikes.   
Cal Cities will take a formal position on these measures after the Cal Cities Board adopts an 
updated e-bike policy in April.  

The Senate and Assembly Transportation Committee will likely convene an informational 
hearing on e-bike policies this summer, which will give cities an opportunity to share more 
details about the challenges that unsafe e-bike riders create.  

For more information on how to get involved, please contact your regional public affairs 
manager. 
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