
City of Garden Grove 

WEEKLY CITY MANAGER’S MEMO 

February 19, 2026 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City 

Council Members 

FROM: Lisa Kim 

City Manager 

I. DEPARTMENT ITEMS

A. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING

A memo is attached to provide updates on the Little Saigon project led by

the City of Garden grove in collaboration with the cities of Fountain Valley

and Santa Ana.

B. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING
A memo is attached to provide an update on the 4th Annual A.I. Business

Summit and summarize the City’s engagement with the business

community, including outreach on available economic development

resources.

 OTHER ITEMS

 SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS  AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
Copies of the week’s social media posts and local newspaper articles are 

attached for your information. 

 MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

Items of interest are included.  

Lisa Kim 
City Manager 
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Post Performance
February 12, 2026 – February 18, 2026

Review the lifetime performance of the posts you published during the publishing period.



Post Performance

Included in this Report

@CityGardenGrove Garden Grove City Hall gardengrovecityhall



Post Performance | 1 of 8

Garden Grove City Hall
Wed 2/18/2026 5:30 pm PST

Video Views 689

Views 1,690

Average Reach per Post 1,391

Engagements 22

Engagement Rate (per View) 1.3%

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 2/18/2026 5:30 pm PST

Views 3,512

Average Reach per Post 2,216

Engagements 145

Engagement Rate (per View) 4.1%

@CityGardenGrove
Wed 2/18/2026 3:25 pm PST

Impressions 16

Average Potential Reach per Post 4,736

Engagements 0

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 0%

#GGAlert  𝑺𝒕𝒐𝒓𝒎 𝑼𝒑𝒅𝒂𝒕𝒆

Showers are expected to continue tomorrow,…

#GGAlert  𝑺𝒕𝒐𝒓𝒎 𝑼𝒑𝒅𝒂𝒕𝒆

Showers are expected to continue tomorrow,…

Join us in celebrating Garden Grove’s 2026
college graduates at the annual College
Graduates’ Reception.…

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1436851577980993/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DU687hdge02/
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2024264113229267066
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gardengrovecityhall
Wed 2/18/2026 3:24 pm PST

Views 1,687

Average Reach per Post 592

Engagements 31

Engagement Rate (per View) 1.8%

Garden Grove City Hall
Wed 2/18/2026 3:24 pm PST

Views 434

Average Reach per Post 296

Engagements 10

Engagement Rate (per View) 2.3%

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 2/17/2026 4:56 pm PST

Views 850

Average Reach per Post 724

Comments 0

Story Taps Back 36

 𝑭𝑹𝑶𝑴 𝑪𝑨𝑷𝑺 𝑻𝑶 𝑪𝑨𝑹𝑬𝑬𝑹𝑺, 𝑺𝑼𝑷𝑷𝑶𝑹𝑻
𝑮𝑨𝑹𝑫𝑬𝑵 𝑮𝑹𝑶𝑽𝑬'𝑺 𝑪𝑶𝑳𝑳𝑬𝑮𝑬 𝑪𝑳𝑨𝑺𝑺 𝑶𝑭 𝟐𝟎𝟐𝟔
…

 𝑭𝑹𝑶𝑴 𝑪𝑨𝑷𝑺 𝑻𝑶 𝑪𝑨𝑹𝑬𝑬𝑹𝑺, 𝑺𝑼𝑷𝑷𝑶𝑹𝑻
𝑮𝑨𝑹𝑫𝑬𝑵 𝑮𝑹𝑶𝑽𝑬'𝑺 𝑪𝑶𝑳𝑳𝑬𝑮𝑬 𝑪𝑳𝑨𝑺𝑺 𝑶𝑭 𝟐𝟎𝟐𝟔
…

https://www.instagram.com/p/DU6ualvEsVG/
https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1353316283508189
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gardengrovecityhall
Tue 2/17/2026 4:49 pm PST

Views 1,417

Average Reach per Post 300

Engagements 7

Engagement Rate (per View) 0.5%

Garden Grove City Hall
Tue 2/17/2026 4:49 pm PST

Views 582

Average Reach per Post 400

Engagements 14

Engagement Rate (per View) 2.4%

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 2/17/2026 4:24 pm PST

Views 891

Average Reach per Post 719

Comments 0

Story Taps Back 92

 Serving, striking, spinning, sketching and
scoring goals are just the start! From tennis
and foil fencing to hip hop, futbol training,…

 Serving, striking, spinning, sketching and
scoring goals are just the start! From tennis
and foil fencing to hip hop, futbol training,…

#DYK THE CITY’S INFORMATION RESOURCE
HUB IS AVAILABLE ONLINE

https://www.instagram.com/p/DU4TbOnkvJh/
https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1352490613590756
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gardengrovecityhall
Tue 2/17/2026 4:13 pm PST

Views 960

Average Reach per Post 751

Comments 0

Story Taps Back 38

@CityGardenGrove
Tue 2/17/2026 11:04 am PST

Impressions 62

Average Potential Reach per Post 4,736

Engagements 2

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 3.2%

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 2/17/2026 11:04 am PST

Views 3,206

Average Reach per Post 483

Engagements 33

Engagement Rate (per View) 1%

THERE’S STILL TIME! Happy Lunar New Year, #GardenGrove! 

May the Year of the Horse bring you prosperit…

Happy Lunar New Year, #GardenGrove! 

May the Year of the Horse bring you prosperit…

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2023835929518166022
https://www.instagram.com/p/DU3r4sBE-PP/
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Garden Grove City Hall
Tue 2/17/2026 11:04 am PST

Views 2,205

Average Reach per Post 1,615

Engagements 55

Engagement Rate (per View) 2.5%

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 2/17/2026 8:42 am PST

Views 931

Average Reach per Post 744

Comments 0

Story Taps Back 14

gardengrovecityhall
Mon 2/16/2026 9:09 am PST

Views 1,297

Average Reach per Post 963

Comments 0

Story Taps Back 8

Happy Lunar New Year, #GardenGrove! 

May the Year of the Horse bring you prosperit…

Rain is starting. Tap for rain tips.

https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1352322366940914
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@CityGardenGrove
Fri 2/13/2026 2:35 pm PST

Impressions 114

Average Potential Reach per Post 4,736

Engagements 9

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 7.9%

@CityGardenGrove
Fri 2/13/2026 2:35 pm PST

Impressions 65

Average Potential Reach per Post 4,736

Engagements 0

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 0%

@CityGardenGrove
Fri 2/13/2026 2:35 pm PST

Impressions 65

Average Potential Reach per Post 4,736

Engagements 3

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 4.6%

#GGAlert Upcoming Storm System

With heavy rain in the forecast next Monday,…

 To report fallen or large branches, call the
Garden Grove Public Works Department at
(714) 741-5375. For after-hours and weekend…

• Station #82, 11085 Gilbert St
• Station #83, 12132 Trask Ave
• Station #84, 12191 Valley View St…

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2022439619321831826
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2022439622803099823
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/2022439620970188962
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gardengrovecityhall
Fri 2/13/2026 2:35 pm PST

Views 6,107

Average Reach per Post 1,303

Engagements 24

Engagement Rate (per View) 0.4%

Garden Grove City Hall
Fri 2/13/2026 2:35 pm PST

Views 2,937

Average Reach per Post 1,775

Engagements 117

Engagement Rate (per View) 4%

Garden Grove City Hall
Fri 2/13/2026 11:00 am PST

Video Views 1,203

Views 3,450

Average Reach per Post 1,887

Engagements 205

Engagement Rate (per View) 5.9%

#GGAlert 𝑼𝒑𝒄𝒐𝒎𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝑺𝒕𝒐𝒓𝒎 𝑺𝒚𝒔𝒕𝒆𝒎

With heavy rain in the forecast next Monday,…

#GGAlert 𝑼𝒑𝒄𝒐𝒎𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝑺𝒕𝒐𝒓𝒎 𝑺𝒚𝒔𝒕𝒆𝒎

With heavy rain in the forecast next Monday,…

 The community is invited to celebrate
Garden Grove’s spirit of gratitude, unity, and
service at the upcoming Mayor’s Prayer…

https://www.instagram.com/p/DUtw7NwATyA/
https://www.facebook.com/587317733441385/posts/1348927867280364
https://www.facebook.com/reel/759388227240794/
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gardengrovecityhall
Fri 2/13/2026 11:00 am PST

Views 3,081

Average Reach per Post 1,865

Engagements 165

Engagement Rate (per View) 5.4%

gardengrovecityhall
Thu 2/12/2026 11:49 am PST

Views 888

Average Reach per Post 706

Comments 0

Story Taps Back 28

 The community is invited to celebrate
Garden Grove’s spirit of gratitude, unity, and
service at the upcoming Mayor’s Prayer…

G

Ready to start or grow your business in Garden
Grove?

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DUtX3AsgYER/


Post Performance
February 12, 2026 – February 18, 2026

Review the lifetime performance of the posts you published during the publishing period.



Post Performance

Included in this Report

Garden Grove Police Department



Post Performance | 1 of 2

Garden Grove Police Depart…
Wed 2/18/2026 4:13 pm PST

Views 16,217

Average Reach per Post 10,363

Engagements 952

Engagement Rate (per View) 5.9%

Garden Grove Police Depart…
Tue 2/17/2026 2:57 pm PST

Views 9,680

Average Reach per Post 6,293

Engagements 886

Engagement Rate (per View) 9.2%

Garden Grove Police Depart…
Mon 2/16/2026 12:13 pm PST

Video Views 246

Views 1,119

Average Reach per Post 825

Engagements 23

Engagement Rate (per View) 2.1%

21 mph over the speed limit near schools?
That’s not cool, it’s dangerous.
…

Yesterday, eight of our #GGPD
#PoliceExplorers (H. Nguyen, J. Truong, J.
Gonzalez, D. Vidal, J. Vo, E. Lugo, S. Castorena,…

Today we honor the leaders whose vision,
service, and dedication helped shape our
nation and the freedoms we uphold every day…

https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/1349004380595301
https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/1348102650685474
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1659867451694274/
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Garden Grove Police Depart…
Mon 2/16/2026 12:12 pm PST

Views 14,357

Average Reach per Post 10,071

Engagements 618

Engagement Rate (per View) 4.3%

Yesterday was National School Resource
Officers Day.  
…

https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/1347116280784111
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The Tribune 

February 17, 2026 

 

‘Year of Horse’ to parade down 
Bolsa Avenue on Saturday 
BY O C T RI B UNE  S T AF F O N  F E BR U ARY 1 7 ,  2 0 2 6  •  (  L E AVE  A COM ME NT  )  

 
THE 2023 TET PARADE (City of Westminster photo). 

West Orange County cities – especially Garden Grove and Westminster – have for decades been the host 

community for Vietnamese-Americans; it’s the largest such gathering outside of Vietnam itself. 

Consequently, this area has been the home for a variety of traditional cultural experiences associated with 

the biggest holiday, Tet. 

That’s the lunar new year observed across Asia; this time it’s The Year of the Horse. 

The climatic event will be the annual Tet Parade, to be held on Saturday in the Little Saigon area of 

Westminster along Bolsa Avenue. 

This year the parade will be hosted by the City of Westminster. The purpose of the event is to not only 

celebrate the new year, but also the Vietnamese-American community, which is drawn largely from those 

forced to flee their country when communists took over the Republic of Vietnam in 1975. 

The parade isn’t the only such major event in the area. A Flower Street was held on Main Street in 

downtown Garden Grove last weekend, and Golden West College in Huntington Beach was the site 

recently of the Tet Festival. 

The parade’s opening ceremony will be held at 8:30 a.m. with the procession scheduled to step off at 9:30 

a.m. 

It begins at the intersection of Bolsa Avenue and Magnolia Street and then turns eastbound on Bolsa. The 

parade will turn right on Bushard Street and head southbound, ending at Bishop Place. 

 

 

https://orangecountytribune.com/author/orangecountytribune/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/02/17/year-of-horse-to-parade-down-bolsa-avenue/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/02/17/year-of-horse-to-parade-down-bolsa-avenue/#respond
https://i0.wp.com/orangecountytribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Tet-Parade-2023.jpg?ssl=1


The Tribune 

February 19, 2026 

GGUSD wins national honor for 
‘sustained improvement’ 
BY O C T RI B UNE  S T AF F O N  F E BR U ARY 1 9 ,  2 0 2 6  •  (  L E AVE  A COM ME NT  )  

 
STUDENTS in the GGUSD have shown sustained improvement (Tribune photo). 

The Garden Grove Unified School District has been honored with so many awards and accolades 

in recent years, it may become necessary to build a new trophy case. 

Mostly recently, the GGUSD has been named a recipient of the first Carnegie Award for Impact, 

a national honor recognizing “significant and sustained improvement in high school student 

success.” 

A highlight of these efforts is the Freshman on Track initiative, which supports students during 

the pivotal ninth-grade year. 

“This national recognition reflects the extraordinary work happening in our schools every day,” 

said Board of Education President Bob Harden. “Our educators and staff continue to strengthen 

systems, collaborate across campuses, and provide targeted support to students during one of the 

most critical years of their academic journey. We are proud of the impact this work is having on 

student success.” 

The GGUSD serves most of Garden Grove, as well as parts of Anaheim, Cypress, Fountain 

Valley, Santa Ana, Stanton and Westminster. 

 

https://orangecountytribune.com/author/orangecountytribune/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/02/19/ggusd-wins-national-honor-for-sustained-improvement/
https://orangecountytribune.com/2026/02/19/ggusd-wins-national-honor-for-sustained-improvement/#respond
https://i0.wp.com/orangecountytribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/BG-students-enter.jpg?ssl=1


 

 

 

 

 
CONTACT: Mark Ladney  

Public Works Department  

(714) 741-5372/markla@ggcity.org   

 

 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

 

CITY HOSTS FREE COMPOST GIVEAWAY FEBRUARY 28 
 

On Saturday, February 28, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., or until 

supplies run out, the City of Garden Grove and Republic Services will host the annual 

Compost Giveaway, offering residents up to six bags of nutrient-rich compost for 

free. The event will be held at the Garden Grove Municipal Service Center, located at 

13802 Newhope Street. The event is open to Garden Grove residents only. Proof of 

residency is required.  

The distribution will be held in the center’s parking lot on a first-come, first-

served basis. Vehicles must enter from A Better Way, accessible from Anabel Street, 

north of the Garden Grove Municipal Service Center. Due to the popularity of the free 

event, residents should expect long lines. A second Compost Giveaway is scheduled 

for Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., at the Garden Grove 

Municipal Service Center.  

The annual Compost Giveaway is one way the City of Garden Grove and 

Republic Services thank the community for participating in the state-mandated 

Organics Recycling program, enabling residents and businesses to recycle all food 

waste, food-soiled paper, and yard waste in their organics cart.  

For more information, visit ggcity.org/organics. 

### 

      

mailto:markla@ggcity.org
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


 

 

 

 

 
Contact: Dana Saucedo (714) 741-5242 

Community Services Department 

danam@ggcity.org 

 

Thursday, February 19, 2026 
 

 

SPRUCE UP YOUR FRONT YARD FOR GARDEN GROVE GEMS 

HOME BEAUTIFICATION PROGRAM 
 

The City of Garden Grove invites homeowners to start sprucing up their 

home’s front yards for Garden Grove Gems, a home beautification program that 

recognizes residents for their home’s outstanding curb appeal. Residents can 

nominate their homes online from Wednesday, April 1 through Friday, April 24. 

Online voting will take place from Monday, May 4 through Monday, May 18. 

Winning homes will receive citywide recognition with homeowners invited to an 

awards reception hosted by the Garden Grove City Council.  

 The home that receives the highest number of votes, along with a runner up, 

will be determined for each district. All winners will be announced during the week of 

Tuesday, May 26 through the City’s website, social media platforms, and local media. 

 For more information and program guidelines, visit www.ggcity.org/gems or 

call (714) 741-5200. 

### 

      

mailto:danam@ggcity.org
http://www.ggcity.org/gems
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


Nominations
7:30 AM WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 

through
5:30 PM FRIDAY, APRIL 24

Participating residents will nominate themselves. Community will vote online for
one home per District.

7:30 AM MONDAY, MAY 4 
through

5:30 PM MONDAY, MAY 18

Voting

Nominate your home
online to participate!

Garden Grove Gems is a virtual 
home beautification program 
recognizing Garden Grove 

residents for their amazing homes. 

Save Datethe



 

 

 
 

 
Contact: Johnathan Garcia  

Public Information Officer 
(714) 741-5280 / johnathang@ggcity.org 
 

Monday, February 9, 2026 
 

 

CITY OF GARDEN GROVE FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
SCHEDULE ON PRESIDENTS DAY  

 
 In observance of the Presidents Day holiday, the City of Garden Grove will follow 

the schedule below for its facilities and services on Monday, February 16, 2026: 

Garden Grove City Hall 

 Garden Grove City Hall will be closed. 

Resource Centers 

 The Garden Grove Community Meeting Center, H. Louis Lake Senior Center, 

and Magnolia Park Family Resource Center will be closed. 

Recreational Facilities 

 Atlantis Play Center will be closed. 

Street Sweeping 

 Street sweeping services will not be provided on the holiday and will resume the 

following day. For more information, visit www.ggcity.org/pw/street-sweeping. 

Trash Services 

 Trash collection services will not be affected. For more information, visit 

www.republicservices.com/gardengroveca. 

### 

     

http://www.ggcity.org/pw/street-sweeping
http://www.republicservices.com/gardengroveca
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


 

 

 
 

 
Contact: Sgt. Charles Starnes 

Garden Grove Police Department 
(714) 741-5252 / charless@ggcity.org 
 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 

MAIN STREET TO CLOSE FOR UPCOMING 
3-DAY COMMUNITY EVENT 

 

This Friday, February 13, 2026, at 6:00 a.m., a portion of Historic Main Street, 

from north of The Gem Theatre (12852 Main Street) to Stanford Avenue, will be 

closed for the Flower Street on Historic Main Street event. The closure will remain in 

effect until 4:00 a.m. on Monday, February 16, 2026. During the street closure, 

parking on Historic Main Street will be restricted. Pedestrian access will remain 

available, and businesses will remain open. 

The Friday Night Car Show scheduled for Friday, February 13, 2026, and 

the Local Harvest Farmers Market scheduled for Sunday, February 15, 2026, will 

proceed as scheduled. The Flower Street event will take place from Friday, 

February 13, 2026, through Sunday, February 15, 2026. 

For more information on the street closure, please contact the Garden Grove 

Police Department at (714) 741-5704. 

For more information on the Friday Night Car Show, visit 

www.facebook.com/mainstreetggcarshow. 

For more information on the Local Harvest Farmers Market, visit 

www.facebook.com/Localharvestfarmersmarkets. 

For more information on the Flower Street on Historic Main Street event, visit 

www.vsasocal.org. 

      ### 

      

http://www.facebook.com/mainstreetggcarshow
https://www.facebook.com/Localharvestfarmersmarkets
http://www.vsasocal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


 

 

     

 
 

 
 

Contact: Janet Pelayo  
Community Services Deputy Director 
(714) 741-5200 / janetp@ggcity.org 

 
Monday, February 9, 2026 

 

PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS AT THREE 
GARDEN GROVE PARKS UNDERWAY 

 
 The City of Garden Grove is beginning construction on improvements at three 

neighborhood parks, including Jardín de los Niños Park, Haster Basin Park and West 

Haven Park. The projects are tentatively scheduled for completion by the end of 

summer 2026. 

 The final park improvement project designs include the following: 

 Jardín de los Niños Park, located at 12534 Keel Avenue, will receive a new 

playground surface and playground equipment. 

 Haster Basin Park, located at 12592 Lampson Avenue, will receive a new 

playground surface and playground equipment, as well as a new restroom 

building. 

 West Haven Park, located at 12252 West Street, will receive a new restroom 

building. 

The park improvements are part of the City’s Capital Improvement Plan and 

priorities outlined in the 15-year Parks and Facilities Master Plan. The projects are 

partially funded by a $1 million dollar grant from the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development’s Community Project Funding program. 

For more information, contact the Community Services Department at 

(714) 741-5200. 

https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/
mailto:janetp@ggcity.org
https://ggcity.org/sites/default/files/PRF-Master-Plan.pdf


 



    
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

February 19, 2026 
 

 
 

1. Calendar of Events 

2. Agenda for the February 19, 2026 Garden Grove Planning Commission meeting. 

3. Agenda for the February 26, 2026 Zoning Administrator Meeting. 

4. League of California Cities articles from February 13, 2026 to February 19, 2026 
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Revised single-use plastics rules are raising 
concerns for ratepayers. What can cities do to 
help? 
Feb 18, 2026 

By Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate (environmental quality) 
Last Friday, Cal Cities provided comments for what is likely CalRecycle’s last 15-day comment 
period on its single-use plastic rules. In a rare move last year, Gov. Gavin Newsom intervened 
in the rulemaking process, telling CalRecycle to redo the rules to address “affordability 
concerns.” 
The agency spent the past year revising the single-use packaging regulations. This last-minute 
shuffling has raised concerns among Cal Cities and other stakeholders over the unintended 
consequences for cities and ratepayers. 

Cal Cities and others urged CalRecycle to explicitly outline how manufacturers will reimburse 
cities and recyclers under the new law. Under the law, manufacturers must ensure their 
products meet recyclability and composability targets by 2032, as well as reimburse local 
governments for implementation costs. Since the regulations still lack this information, local 
governments are entering implementation without the information they need to successfully 
carry out the law.   

The only other opportunity for policymakers to specify this reimbursement information is in the 
producer responsibility plan. The Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO), which represents 
plastic and packaging producers in California, must send the plan to the state for approval this 
year. The group intends to release a draft plan, informed by consultations with cities, in mid-
June. 

What did Cal Cities say in its public comments? 
In its comments, Cal Cities reiterated that the regulations must explicitly provide clearly defined 
eligible costs, reimbursement schedules, payment mechanisms, and other cost recovery 
components. Cal Cities also stated that enforcement on local governments must be limited: 
Producers, not ratepayers through their utility bills, are responsible for the costs of the new 
regulations. 
Cal Cities expressed deep concerns with how the regulations are excluding certain materials, 
such as certain bioplastics, from the overall costs and design of recyclable and compostable 
products. This loophole will create additional costs for local governments, which must separate 
recyclable and non-recyclable materials in the waste stream. 

How should this new law work? 

The regulations are the result of a 2022 landmark law authored by Sen. Ben Allen, the former 
chair of the Senate Environmental Quality Committee. SB 54 requires plastic and packaging 
producers to reimburse local governments and recycling service providers for the costs of the 
program, shifting the burden from ratepayers to producers. Producers must also pay for a $5 
billion fund to help clean up plastic pollution. 

https://www.calcities.org/people/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2025/03/20/cities-concerned-about-gov.-newsom-s-decision-to-reboot-sb-54-single-use-packaging-regulatory-process
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2025/09/24/city-input-sought-for-rollout-of-state-s-plastic-pollution-prevention-law?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=CCA_092425
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/environmental-quality/sb-54-revised-regs-cal-cities_february-2026.pdf?sfvrsn=a73fe727_1
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2022/07/20/landmark-single-use-plastics-bill-to-set-new-recycling-and-reduction-rules


For their part, cities and counties must include single-use plastic materials in their collection, 
recycling, and composting programs. The law also requires the PRO to create a plan and an 
annual budget for how producers will cover the costs for local governments. 

What’s next? 

Cal Cities will work to ensure cities receive full reimbursement for the costs associated with the 
program. The SB 54 Advisory Board, a legislatively formed public body with diverse 
representatives, is an important forum where all stakeholders can contribute to the discussions 
around the rulemaking processes and the planning efforts — including the PRO’s responsibility 
plan. The next meeting is on March 20 at 10 a.m. 
Cal Cities will continue to alert cities about public opportunities to gain clarity and provide 
feedback.  
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Cal Cities-sponsored bill would provide 
equitable access to disaster assistance 
Feb 18, 2026 

By Melissa Sparks-Kranz, legislative advocate (environmental quality) 
Last week, Asm. Chris Rogers introduced a bill that would fill a major gap in disaster aid. 
Sponsored by Cal Cities, AB 1866 would clarify that the state can prioritize funding for public 
facilities and infrastructure that do not qualify for federal aid during state-declared emergencies. 
This clarification would provide more equitable access to state disaster funding and speed up 
recovery for communities with limited fiscal capacity. 
“My district is no stranger to natural disasters, and we have missed out on much-needed federal 
funding when we needed it most,” said Rogers. “In 2022, the Ferndale Earthquake Sequence 
severely devastated the city of Rio Dell, but it did not qualify for any federal assistance. AB 1866 
ensures that small, rural, and low-income communities are prioritized by the state, creating 
more equitable access to disaster-assistance funding for severely disadvantaged communities 
in rural areas that have historically been overlooked.” 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) provides aid to cities once damages 
reach a certain threshold. For California, the minimum damage threshold — currently over $72 
million in damage — is based on statewide metrics rather than local impacts. This often 
excludes small, rural, and low-income communities that have experienced severe disasters with 
substantial costs. 

Three years ago, a 6.4 magnitude earthquake devastated Rio Dell on California’s North Coast. 
“The damage impacted 25% of homes, interrupted water, power, and communication services,” 
Mayor Debra Garnes said. “Despite the immense impact, this event wasn't declared a federal 
disaster.” 
Strengthening climate change resilience and disaster preparedness is a top priority for Cal 
Cities. Cities, as well as the state, must be able to prepare for, prevent, and adapt to natural 
disasters and climate impacts. 
“California cities of all sizes are experiencing extreme weather events and natural disasters, 
from earthquakes to floods to wildfires. After a disaster, the road to recovery is not easy,” said 
Cal Cities Executive Director and CEO Carolyn Coleman. “Cal Cities is proud to sponsor AB 
1866, which ensures California’s most vulnerable communities are prioritized for state 
assistance when not eligible for federal aid.” 

To show your support, please submit a letter using Cal Cities’ sample support letter. The bill 
must remain in print for 30 days before lawmakers can hear it.   

 

 

https://www.calcities.org/people/melissa-sparks-kranz
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1866
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/disaster-recovery-bill-example-sheet_final.pdf?sfvrsn=e245a139_1
https://www.calcities.org/docs/default-source/advocacy/2025-26-advocacy-priorities_final.pdf?sfvrsn=6ac4efb5_1
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=25&s=AB%201866&t=bill


 

Get face time with lawmakers and answers to your 
burning policy questions at the City Leaders Summit 
Feb 18, 2026 

The schedule and session descriptions are available in the “program” section of the summit 

event page. 
By Cal Cities Staff 
Cal Cities’ biggest advocacy event — the City Leaders Summit — is two months away. But the 
annual summit is more than an opportunity to make your voice heard at the state Capitol. It’s 
also a chance to get legislative updates and learn about solutions to some of the biggest issues 
for cities. 
The summit begins on April 22 with a full day of lobbying, including a member rally and a press 
event on cities’ top priorities. Cal Cities’ legislative team will kick off the summit with updates on 
the most pressing advocacy issues. 

Attendees can take a break that evening at a reception hosted by Cal Cities Partners. During 
the summit, city officials can attend sessions on water supply, youth in local government, 
veteran homelessness, the state budget, immigration enforcement, artificial intelligence, and 
more. 

This year’s summit includes several new optional events, including moderated roundtable chats 
and discussions with state agencies. 

Attendees can also join Cal Cities in celebrating California Cities Week. The weeklong 
celebration, April 19-25, recognizes the work cities do for all Californians. Before and during the 
summit, there will be opportunities to boost awareness about the value of cities, as well as 
honor the people — city officials like YOU — who work tirelessly to deliver essential services. 
The full schedule and session descriptions are available in the “program” section of the summit 
event page. For more information about division lobbying, contact your regional public affairs 
manager. 

Registration information 

Registration for all three days starts at $650 for city officials from any member city. Summit 
registration includes admission to all educational sessions, the Wednesday reception, Thursday 
breakfast and lunch, and Friday breakfast. The deadline to register is April 15, after which 
officials must register on-site if space is available.  
The City Leaders Summit will be at the SAFE Credit Union Convention Center, located in the 
heart of downtown Sacramento across from the Capitol. The SAFE Credit Union Convention 
Center is just 15 minutes away from Sacramento International Airport. 

For questions about registration, please contact conference registrar Megan Dunn. For 
questions on legislative meetings, please contact your regional public affairs manager. For 
sponsorship opportunities, please contact Amy Wade. For all other questions, please contact 
Event Program Manager Kayla Boutros. 

https://www.calcities.org/detail-pages/event/2022/05/11/default-calendar/city-leaders-summit
https://www.calcities.org/detail-pages/event/2022/05/11/default-calendar/city-leaders-summit
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7b7F9D99DD-FB4A-F011-877A-7C1E5200E689%7d
https://www.westerncity.com/local-works
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7b7F9D99DD-FB4A-F011-877A-7C1E5200E689%7d
https://my.calcities.org/Events/Calendar-Of-Events/Meeting-Home-Page?meetingid=%7b7F9D99DD-FB4A-F011-877A-7C1E5200E689%7d
https://www.calcities.org/get-involved/regional-divisions
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https://www.calcities.org/home/about-us/member-cities
mailto:mdunn@calcities.org
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