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MI NUTES 
 

GARDEN GROVE CI TY COUNCI L 
 

Regular Meet ing 
 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 
 

Com m unity Meet ing Center 
11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA  92840 

 
 
CONVENE MEETI NG 
 
At  6: 38 p.m ., Mayor Jones convened the m eet ing in the Council Cham ber. 
 
ROLL CALL PRESENT:  (6)  Council Mem bers Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. 

Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, Mayor Jones 
 

 ABSENT:  (1)  Mayor Pro Tem  Klopfenstein 

 
I NVOCATI ON 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGI ANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA 
 
COMMUNI TY SPOTLI GHT I N RECOGNI TI ON OF PHO 79, A GARDEN GROVE 
RESTAURANT, FOR RECEI VI NG THE 2019 AMERI CA’S CLASSI CS AWARD BY THE 
JAMES BEARD FOUNDATI ON 
 
COMMUNI TY SPOTLI GHT RECOGNI ZI NG EMPLOYEES CELEBRATI NG 25 PLUS YEARS 
OF SERVI CE WI TH THE CI TY OF GARDEN GROVE 
 
ORAL COMMUNI CATI ONS   
 
Speakers:  Will B. King, Valer ie Spencer, Juan Gonzalez, Daisie Cristobal Sanchez, 

Gil Mara, Nicholas Dibs. 
 
RECESS 
 
At  7: 21 p.m ., Mayor Jones recessed the m eet ing. 
 
 
 



 
 
 -2-  5/ 14/ 19 

RECONVENE 
 
At  7: 24 p.m ., Mayor Jones reconvened the m eet ing in the Council Cham ber with 
Council Mem bers Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, and K. Nguyen present . 
 
ADOPTI ON OF A PROCLAMATI ON DECLARI NG MAY 2019 AS MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS MONTH (F:  83.1)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
 
A Proclam at ion declar ing May 2019 as Mental Health Awareness Month, be adopted. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
ADOPTI ON OF A PROCLAMATI ON DECLARI NG MAY 2019 AS ASI AN AMERI CAN AND 
PACI FI C I SLANDER HERI TAGE MONTH (F:  83.1)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
 
A Proclam at ion declar ing May 2019 as Asian Am erican and Pacific I slander Heritage 
Month, be adopted. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
ADOPTI ON OF RESOLUTI ONS FOR:   I NI TI ATI NG PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE LEVYI NG 
OF FI SCAL YEAR 2019-20 ASSESSMENT FOR THE CI TY OF GARDEN GROVE STREET 
LI GHTI NG DI STRI CT, STREET LI GHTI NG DI STRI CT NO. 99-1, AND PARK 
MAI NTENANCE DI STRI CT;  THE ENGI NEER’S REPORT;  AND I NTENTI ON FOR FI XI NG 
A TI ME AND DATE TO CONDUCT A PUBLI C HEARI NG (F:  69.2 -  FY 2019-20)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
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Resolut ion No. 9549-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove pursuant  to the Landscaping and Light ing Act  of 1972 (Sect ions 
22500 et  seq. of the California St reets and Highways Code)  init iat ing proceedings to 
levy annual assessm ents for the 2019-20 Fiscal Year for the City of Garden Grove 
St reet  Light ing Dist r ict  and ordering the City Engineer to prepare and file a report  in 
accordance with Art icle 4 of Chapter 1 of said Act , be adopted;  
 
Resolut ion No. 9550-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove pursuant  to the Landscaping and Light ing Act  of 1972 (Sect ions 
22500 et  seq. of the California St reets and Highways Code)  init iat ing proceedings to 
levy annual assessm ents for the 2019-20 Fiscal Year for the City of Garden Grove 
St reet  Light ing Dist r ict  No. 99-1 and ordering the City Engineer to prepare and file 
a report  in accordance with Art icle 4 of Chapter 1 of said Act , be adopted;   
 
Resolut ion No. 9551-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove pursuant  to the Landscaping and Light ing Act  of 1972 (Sect ions 
22500 et  seq. of the California St reets and Highways Code)  init iat ing proceedings to 
levy annual assessm ents for the 2019-20 Fiscal Year for the City of Garden Grove 
Park Maintenance Dist r ict  and ordering the City Engineer to prepare and file a 
report  in accordance with Art icle 4 of Chapter 1 of said Act , be adopted;   
 
Resolut ion No. 9552-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove approving the City Engineer’s report  regarding the levy of an annual 
assessm ent  within the City of Garden Grove St reet  Light ing Dist r ict , City of Garden 
Grove St reet  Light ing Dist r ict  No. 99-1 and the City of Garden Grove Park 
Maintenance Dist r ict  for Fiscal Year 2019-20, be adopted;    
 
Resolut ion No. 9553-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove pursuant  to the Landscaping and Light ing Act  of 1972 (Sect ions 
22500 et  seq. of the California St reets and Highways Code)  declar ing its intent ion 
to levy and collect  assessm ents within the City of Garden Grove St reet  Light ing 
Dist r ict  for Fiscal Year 2019-20 and set t ing a t im e and place for a public hearing on 
the levy of the proposed assessm ents, be adopted;   
 
Resolut ion No. 9554-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove pursuant  to the Landscaping and Light ing Act  of 1972 (Sect ions 
22500 et  seq. of the California St reets and Highways Code)  declar ing its intent ion 
to levy and collect  assessm ents within the City of Garden Grove St reet  Light ing 
Dist r ict  No. 99-1 for Fiscal Year 2019-20 and set t ing a t im e and place for a public 
hearing on the levy of the proposed assessm ents, be adopted;   
 
Resolut ion No. 9555-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove pursuant  to the Landscaping and Light ing Act  of 1972 (Sect ions 
22500 et  seq. of the California St reets and Highways Code)  declar ing its intent ion 
to levy and collect  assessm ents within the City of Garden Grove Park Maintenance 
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Dist r ict  for Fiscal Year 2019-20 and set t ing a t im e and place for a public hearing on 
the levy of the proposed assessm ents, be adopted;  
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT WI TH METRO CI TI ES FI RE AUTHORI TY TO PROVI DE 
FI RE DI SPATCH SERVI CES AND RELATED ADMI NI STRATI VE SERVI CES  
(F:  55 – METRO CI TI ES FI RE AUTHORI TY)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
 
An agreem ent  with Met ro Cit ies Fire Authority to provide fire dispatch and related 
adm inist rat ive services through Septem ber 30, 2019, in an est im ated am ount  of 
$95,000, be approved;  and 
 
The Mayor be authorized to execute the agreem ent  on behalf of the City. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
ADOPTI ON OF A RESOLUTI ON SETTI NG THE SI DEWALK VENDOR PERMI T FEE  
(F:  60.2)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
 
Resolut ion No. 9556-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove establishing the Sidewalk Vendor Perm it  fee, be adopted.  
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 
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ACCEPTANCE OF PROJECT NO. 7377 – WESTHAVEN WELL NO. 21 REDEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT AS COMPLETE (F:  112.11.PROJ.7377)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
 
Project  No. 7377 – Westhaven Well No. 21 Redevelopm ent  Project , be accepted as 
com plete;  
 
The City Manager be authorized to execute the Not ice of Com plet ion of Public 
I m provem ent  and Work;  and 
 
The Finance Director be authorized to release the retent ion paym ent  when 
appropriate to do so. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
RECEI VE AND FI LE MI NUTES FROM THE MEETI NG HELD ON APRI L 23, 2019          
(F:  VAULT)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
 
Minutes from  the m eet ing held on April 23, 2019, be received and filed. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
WARRANTS  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber T. 
Nguyen that :  
 
Regular Warrants 649964 through 650152;  650153 through 650365;  650366 
through 650675;  Wires W2471 through W2473;  W650152 through W650365;  
W2474 through W2486;  be approved as presented in the warrant  register 
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subm it ted, and have been audited for accuracy and funds are available for paym ent  
thereof by the Finance Director;  and 
 
Payroll Warrants 183157 through 183177;  183178 through 183215;  Direct  Deposits 
D347086 through D347758;  D347757 through D348435;  and Wires W2578 through 
W2581;  W2582 through W2585;  be approved as presented in the warrant  register 
subm it ted, and have been audited for accuracy and funds are available for paym ent  
thereof by the Finance Director.  
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
PUBLI C HEARI NG – APPROVAL TO RE-BRAND THE SHOP LOCAL I NI TI ATI VE BI GG 
AND CONSI DER APPROVAL OF A NEW VEHI CLE REBATE PROGRAM FOR GARDEN 
GROVE RESI DENTS (F:  55 – CI TY OF GARDEN GROVE FRANCHI SED VEHI CLE 
DEALER)  
 
Following staff presentat ion and City Council quest ions, Mayor Jones declared the 
Public Hearing open and asked if anyone wished to address the City Council on the 
m at ter.  
 
Speakers:  Todd Priest , Carolyn Cavecche 
 
There being no further response from  the audience, the Public Hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
Following City Council com m ents, it  was m oved by Council Mem ber Briet igam , 
seconded by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen that :  
 
Re-branding of the Shop Local I nit iat ive known as BiGG, be approved;  
 
I m plem entat ion of a New Vehicle Rebate Part icipat ion Agreem ent  by and between 
the City of Garden Grove, a California Municipal Corporat ion, and part icipat ing 
dealers, be approved;  and 
 
The City Manager be authorized to execute the New Vehicle Rebate Part icipat ion 
Agreem ent , including any m inor m odificat ions as appropriate, and any other 
pert inent  docum ents necessary. 
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The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
APPROVAL OF FI SCAL YEAR 2019-20 DOWNTOWN ASSESSMENT DI STRI CT NO. 1 
BUDGET;  ADOPTI ON OF RESOLUTI ONS FOR:   I NI TI ATI NG PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE 
LEVYI NG OF ASSESSMENTS FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2019-20;  APPROVI NG THE 
ENGI NEER’S REPORT;  AND ADOPTI ON OF A RESOLUTI ON OF I NTENTI ON FI XI NG A 
TI ME AND DATE TO CONDUCT A PUBLI C HEARI NG (F:  31.4 – FY 2019-20)  
 
Following staff int roduct ion and City Council discussion, it  was m oved by Council 
Mem ber Briet igam , seconded by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen that :  
 
The Fiscal Year 2019-20 budget  for the Downtown Assessm ent  Dist r ict  No. 1, be 
approved;  
 
Resolut ion No. 9557-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove pursuant  to the Landscaping and Light ing Act  of 1972 (Sect ions 
22500 et  seq. of the California St reets and Highway Code)  init iat ing proceedings to 
levy annual assessm ents for the 2019-20 Fiscal Year for the City of Garden Grove 
Downtown Assessm ent  Dist r ict ,  and ordering the City Engineer to prepare and file a 
report  in accordance with Art icle 4 of Chapter 1 of the Act , be adopted;  
 
Resolut ion No. 9558-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove approving the City Engineer’s Report  regarding the levy of an annual 
assessm ent  within the City of Garden Grove Downtown Assessm ent  Dist r ict , for  
Fiscal Year 2019-20, be adopted;  and 
 
Resolut ion No. 9559-19 ent it led:   A Resolut ion of the City Council of the City of 
Garden Grove, declar ing its intent ion to order the m aintenance of certain 
im provem ents in the Downtown Assessm ent  Dist r ict  in the City of Garden Grove;  
describing the Dist r ict  to be benefited, and declar ing its intent ion to levy an 
assessm ent  to pay the cost  and expenses thereof;  and set t ing the t im e and place 
for the public hearing on the quest ion of the levy of the proposed assessm ent , be 
adopted. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 
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APPOI NTMENTS TO THE ADMI NI STRATI VE BOARD OF APPEALS (CONTI NUED FROM 
FEBRUARY 26, 2019)  (F:  122.2C)  
 
I t  was m oved by Mayor Jones, seconded by Council Mem ber Briet igam  that :  
 
Kathy Ladd and Cindy Tran be appointed to the Adm inist rat ive Board of Appeals. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
AWARD OF CONTRACT TO ALL AMERI CAN ASPHALT FOR STREET REHABI LI TATI ON 
PROJECT NOS. 7211 AND 7289 – EUCLI D STREET, GARDEN GROVE BOULEVARD, 
WOODBURY ROAD, AND PALMWOOD SI DEWALK I MPROVEMENT  
(F:  96.PROJ.7211/ 7289)  
 
Following staff presentat ion and City Council com m ents, it  was m oved by Council 
Mem ber T. Nguyen, seconded by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen that :  
 
A cont ract  be awarded to All Am erican Asphalt ,  in the am ount  of $3,787,500 for 
St reet  Rehabilitat ion Project  Nos. 7211 and 7289 – Euclid St reet  from  Chapm an 
Avenue to Katella Avenue;  Garden Grove Boulevard from  Brookhurst  St reet  to 
Nelson St reet ;  Woodbury Road from  750 feet  west  of Harbor Boulevard to Harbor 
Boulevard;  and Palm wood Drive Sidewalk I m provem ent  from  Vegas Way to Pat r icia 
Drive;  and 
 
The City Manager be authorized to execute the agreem ent , and m ake m inor 
m odificat ions as appropriate thereto, on behalf of the City. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

APPROVAL OF A COOPERATI VE AGREEMENT WI TH THE CI TY OF ANAHEI M FOR THE 
REHABI LI TATI ON OF EUCLI D STREET FROM PATRI CI A DRI VE TO KATELLA AVENUE 
(F:  96.1)  

Following staff presentat ion, it  was m oved by Council Mem ber Bui, seconded by 
Council Mem ber Briet igam  that :  
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The Cooperat ive Agreem ent  by and between the City of Garden Grove and the City 
of Anaheim , for the purpose of the City of Anaheim  covering the cost  in the am ount  
of $405,809, for the port ion of the Euclid St reet  Rehabilitat ion Project  from  Pat r icia 
Drive to Katella Avenue;  and 
 
The City Manager be authorized to execute the agreem ent , and m ake m inor 
m odificat ions as appropriate thereto, on behalf of the City. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR, CI TY COUNCI L MEMBERS, AND CI TY MANAGER  
 
TRANSMI TTAL OF THE 2019 DOWNTOWN PARKI NG MANAGEMENT STRATEGI C 
PLAN AS REQUESTED BY CI TY MANAGER STI LES (F:  75.1)  (F:  82.9)  
 
Following staff int roduct ion and a PowerPoint  presentat ion provided by Spencer 
Reed, with Fehrs & Peers, it  was m oved by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen, seconded 
by Council Mem ber Br iet igam  that :  
 
The Downtown Parking Managem ent  St rategic Plan (DPMSP) , which includes an 
exist ing and future condit ions report , parking m anagem ent  st rategies, and 
recom m endat ions for future im plem entat ion as needed, be received and filed. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
DI SCUSSI ON REGARDI NG FLYI NG THE LGBT FLAG DURI NG JUNE AT CI TY HALL, AS 
REQUESTED BY COUNCI L MEMBER KI M NGUYEN (F:  94.1)  
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen stated that  she would like to hear from  the m em bers of 
the audience who wanted to speak on this topic pr ior to m aking com m ents. 
 
Aside from  the speakers on this topic, the City Clerk’s Office received two em ails in 
opposit ion and one em ail in support  that  were provided to the City Council.  
 
Speakers in opposit ion:   Tom  Raber 
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Speakers in support :   Vincent  Tran, Allison, Tracy La, Lucy Ngo, Jared Wallace, 
Uyen Hoang, Ariana Arestegui, Kathy Tran, Alexis Herrera, Danielle Gom ez, Charles 
Jones. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen expressed her appreciat ion for the people speaking in 
support  and who shared their  personal stor ies.  She stated that  this year is the 45 th 
anniversary of the first  large scale gay r ights protest  in Orange County that  took 
place in Garden Grove.  The first  gay and lesbian center in Garden Grove that  
opened in 1972 was subjected to bom b threats.  Christ  Cathedral was designed by 
an openly gay architect .  And, while she at tended high school, a fellow student  
cam e out  as gay and was subsequent ly hospitalized after being beaten by his 
father.  Fortunately for that  student , he was adopted by a teacher who helped 
establish the Gay St raight  Alliance at  Sant iago High School.  She joined as an ally;  
however, the club was ended because of a lack of support  from  the school 
adm inist rat ion.  She expressed her personal story of a younger sibling com ing out  
as gay, and disappointm ent  in herself that  due to geographical distance she was 
unable to advocate for her sibling who suffered through suicidal depression.  
Bringing this forward is about  advocat ing for her sister and fr iends who are faced 
with a st ruggle to be able to freely express them selves.  She expressed that  being 
LGBT is not  a choice and this is not  a non-profit  group.  The City Council st r ives to 
be inclusive and it  has been stated that  Garden Grove is a welcom ing and 
com passionate city;  however, words can only go so far and som et im es act ion is 
required to give words m eaning.  She noted that  Mayor Pro Tem  Klopfenstein is ill;  
however, she asked that  her support  be expressed in her absence.  She noted that  
com m ents have been m ade that  this is unnecessary and could open a can of 
worm s.  However, any decision m ade is on a case by case basis and she would not  
shy away from  som ething that  is pert inent  to our city and residents that  m ay not  
be popular but  is r ight .  Given the long history that  Garden Grove has with the 
LGBT com m unity, this is a step in the r ight  direct ion to m ake am ends for being 
pushed out  and to welcom e our residents regardless of race, religion, or sexual 
or ientat ion.  She asked for support  from  the City Council and join the cit ies of 
Anaheim , Costa Mesa, Santa Ana, and Fullerton who have approved the LGBT flag, 
and to place this on the next  agenda for approval.  To clar ify she asked that  the 
flag be placed in the City Hall lobby only through the m onth of June, in an effort  to 
establish the City as com passionate and inclusive. 
 
Council Mem ber Briet igam  expressed his appreciat ion for the speakers support ing 
the LGBT flag and com m ented on his personal connect ions to the LGBT com m unity.  
He noted that  statem ents were m ade that  the LGBT flag is representat ive of 
inclusivity and tolerance;  however, he expressed that  the Am erican Flag represents 
inclusivity and tolerance.  He further expressed concern that  displaying the LGBT 
flag would give a m essage of a divided com m unity.  
 
Council Mem ber T. Nguyen expressed support  and congratulated the people who 
cam e tonight  to speak up and speak out  in favor of fly ing the LGBT flag. 
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Council Mem ber Briet igam  stated that  he supports the LGBT com m unity;  however, 
he does not  think that  City Hall is an appropriate venue for a non-governm ental 
flag. He asked if the City has a flag policy. 
 
City Manager St iles stated the City’s flag policy follows the US Code for flag 
protocol. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen noted that  the intent  is to follow flag protocol and that  
the LGBT flag would be tem porary;  that  the cost  would be nom inal;  and that  this is 
an im portant  gesture to show acceptance of the LGBT com m unity. 
 
Council Mem ber Bui com m ended the LGBT com m unity on their  courage, and 
expressed sym pathy for their  experiences with bullying, harassm ent , and m ore.    
He noted he has worked behind the scenes in support  of the LGBT com m unity’s 
inclusion in the TET Fest ival including flying the pr ide flag.  He com m ented that  he 
wants the LGBT com m unity to be aware that  they are accepted uncondit ionally as is 
evident  by the City Council’s adopt ion last  June of a Proclam at ion for Gay Pride 
Month brought  forward by Council Mem ber K. Nguyen.  However, as a governm ent  
body, the Council has to address m any conflict ing needs and he is concerned that  
displaying a nongovernm ental flag m ight  open the door for other organizat ions 
request ing to display their  flag.  He expressed that  there needs to be a flag policy in 
place in order to have a fram ework to m ake a decision. 
 
Council Mem ber O’Neill expressed his reluctance to set  a precedence in displaying 
the flag, and is concerned about  creat ing divisiveness and the potent ial for other 
groups asking for the sam e considerat ion.   
 
Council Mem ber T. Nguyen noted that  Garden Grove does not  have a flag policy 
and asked how Garden Grove is different  from  the other Orange County cit ies that  
have approved flying the flag, and that  approval would be based on a case by case 
basis. 
 
Council Mem ber O’Neill noted that  he has received em ails and calls from  his 
const ituents in opposit ion.   
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen noted the num erous people in support ;  and asked City 
At torney Sandoval whether there would be an issue in denying a request  for a 
part icular flag. 
 
City At torney Sandoval caut ioned that  if there were a pat tern consistent  with 
denying som e and approving others the City could be subject  to an equal protect ion 
challenge. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen expressed that  the decision to display flags can be 
decided on a case by case;  that  this decision only affects today and is a sym bolic 
gesture recognizing the LGBT com m unity as m arginalized and oppressed. 
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Council Mem ber Bui expressed concern about  other groups com ing forward asking 
for the sam e considerat ion.  He stated he would be willing to support  fly ing the 
LGBT flag if there were a flag policy established. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen noted that  the City of Santa Ana has been fly ing the 
LGBT flag for the past  three years and to her knowledge have not  had any legal 
repercussions.  She m oved to place this m at ter on the next  agenda for act ion 
including direct ion to staff to develop cr iter ia for a flag policy. 
 
Mayor Jones seconded the m ot ion, and also clar ified for the benefit  of the audience 
that  Council policy is that  this m at ter is listed for considerat ion and discussion to list  
it  on the next  agenda for act ion. 
 
Council Mem ber Briet igam  m oved a subst itute m ot ion to br ing forward a 
proclam at ion declar ing June as Pride Month, and that  a flag policy be developed, 
seconded by Council Mem ber Bui. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen stated that  a proclam at ion for pr ide m onth is already 
planned for the next  agenda, and she clar ified her m ot ion to state that  the LGBT 
flag be displayed inside the City Hall lobby and that  a flag policy be developed listed 
on the next  agenda. 
 
Council Mem ber Briet igam  am ended his subst itute m ot ion that  a flag policy be 
listed on the next  agenda with agreem ent  to the am ended m ot ion expressed by 
Council Mem ber Bui. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen asked that  the next  agenda list  the flag policy, and 
separately list  the LGBT flag in city hall. 
 
Council Mem ber Bui recalled when he requested a m em orial to be placed in Garden 
Grove Park that  was not  supported because of polit ical concerns, and stated that  he 
supports the LGBT com m unity as illust rated by their  inclusion in the TET Fest ival. 
However, as a governm ent  ent ity, they need to be sure to rem ain neut ral to avoid 
legal issues, and there needs to be t im e to develop and adopt  a flag policy before 
m aking any further decision. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen confirm ed with City At torney Sandoval that  to subject  
the City to legal issues, a pat tern needs to be established.  She further noted that  
the LGBT flag does not  represent  a religion or polit ical body and she included a flag 
policy in her m ot ion.   
 
The am ended subst itute m ot ion failed by 3-3-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (3)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  Bui 
Noes:  (3)  T. Nguyen, K. Nguyen, Jones  
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 
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Mayor Jones clar ified Council Mem ber K. Nguyen’s m ot ion to include list ing fly ing 
the LGBT flag in the City Hall lobby and to direct  staff to develop a flag policy for 
act ion on the next  agenda, which was seconded by Mayor Jones. 
 
The m ot ion failed by 3-3-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (3)  T. Nguyen, K. Nguyen, Jones 
Noes:  (3)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  Bui  
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
Mayor Jones asked if there was anything further the Council wanted to com m ent  on 
this m at ter. 
 
Council Mem ber Briet igam  stated he would like to have a flag policy. 
 
Mayor Jones noted that  he would like to see m ore discussion on this topic especially 
with respect  to Council Mem ber K. Nguyen’s passion to acknowledge the LGBT 
com m unity. 
 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen stated that  the only reason to give direct ion to establish 
a flag policy is because of the discom fort  caused by displaying an LGBT flag in City 
Hall.   She stated that  she is only asking to have the m at ter brought  back for act ion 
where Council Mem bers would have the discret ion to vote either way. 
 
Council Mem ber O’Neill expressed his frust rat ion that  he was caught  unaware of the 
m at ter unt il the after the agenda was published and with const ituents calling and 
em ailing put t ing him  in an awkward posit ion.  Had this m at ter been brought  up 
earlier, it  would have given the opportunity to debate, what  is in his opinion already 
in place, a flag policy.   
 
Council Mem ber Bui stated that  he will com e back to the City Council to request  a 
flag policy. 
 
MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR, CI TY COUNCI L MEMBERS, AND CI TY MANAGER 
(Cont inued)   
 
City At torney Sandoval noted that  Council Mem ber Briet igam  had requested that  a 
solicitat ion ordinance to address aggressive panhandling be developed.  He noted 
that  he did research and found that  the City of Los Angeles adopted an ordinance 
on this topic that  has been upheld by the courts.  He stated that  he would need to 
have the City Council vote on list ing this m at ter on the agenda for act ion in four 
weeks.  (F:  50.1)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber Briet igam , seconded by Council Mem ber Bui that  
a solicitat ion ordinance be listed for act ion at  the m eet ing on June 25, 2019. 
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The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
Council Mem ber Bui noted that  during his cam paign in 2018, he m et  people liv ing in 
m obile hom e parks in the city, and noted that  m any of these people are senior 
cit izens living on a lim ited and fixed incom e.  He would like staff to gather 
inform at ion and to schedule m eet ings with the m obile hom e park owners, 
associat ions, and residents. (F:  107.1)  
 
Council Mem ber Briet igam  agreed that  this is an issue for m any senior cit izens who 
get  pr iced out  of their  hom es because of the t rend for rent  increases at  the m obile 
hom e park propert ies.  He indicated that  he is not  in favor of establishing rent  
cont rol, but  that  he would like m ore inform at ion to find out  whether there is 
anything that  can be done to address this issue. 
 
Council Mem ber Bui com m ented that  his const ituents who are facing rent  increases 
are asking for help, and the perspect ive from  both the m obile hom e park owner and 
tenant  need to be understood. 
 
Council Mem ber O’Neill agreed and noted that  this is an issue being addressed by 
state representat ives, and that  with the num ber of m obile hom e parks in the city 
and with the increasing rents at  m obile hom e parks, it  is necessary to be inform ed. 
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber Bui, seconded by Council Mem ber Briet igam  that :  
 
Staff be directed to establish two separate m eet ings, one with property owners of 
m obile hom e parks and another with m obile hom e park associat ions and tenants, 
then report  back to City Council.  
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
Council Mem ber Bui noted that  the City’s nepot ism  policy only affects the 
em ployees and does not  prohibit  City Council Mem bers from  appoint ing fam ily 
m em bers or spouses to City com m issions. (F:  50.2)  
 
I t  was m oved by Council Mem ber Bui, seconded by Council Mem ber Briet igam  that :  
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The nepot ism  policy for em ployees be extended to address City com m issions be 
listed on the next  City Council agenda. 
 
The m ot ion carr ied by a 6-0-1 vote as follows:  
 

Ayes:  (6)  Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, K. Nguyen, 
Jones 

Noes:  (0)  None 
Absent :  (1)  Klopfenstein 

 
Council Mem ber K. Nguyen announced Taco Trucks at  every Mosque event  will be 
held on Fr iday, May 24, 2019, at  7: 00 p.m . at  the I slam ic Society of Orange County 
located in Garden Grove.   
 
Council Mem ber Briet igam  com m ented on the Garden Grove College Graduates 
event  that  was celebrated earlier in the evening and encouraged college graduates 
to be aware of this annual event .  He asked that  parents warn their  children to pay 
at tent ion to pedest r ian safety when talking and text ing, not ing that  while dr iving on 
Valley View St reet  and Lam pson Avenue, he m issed colliding into a juvenile who 
stepped into the st reet  while text ing. 
 
Council Mem ber O’Neill invited everyone to the St rawberry Fest ival com ing up on 
the Mem orial Day weekend. 
 
Council Mem ber T. Nguyen encouraged part icipat ion in the 5K St rawberry Stom p, 
and she thanked everyone who at tended tonight ’s m eet ing for speaking out . 
 
City Manager St iles announced that  the Com m unity and Econom ic Developm ent  
Departm ent  in conjunct ion with the Planning Services Division, KOA Corporat ion, 
and the Garden Grove Unified School Dist r ict  have received the Am erican Planning 
Associat ion Award of Excellence for their  work on “Safe Routes to School”  Master 
Plan.  There will be a cerem ony on May 30, 2019, in Orange.  He stated he will 
send photos to the City Council of the new gym  floor that  was recent ly replaced at  
the Garden Grove Sports and Recreat ion Center.   
 
CONVENE CLOSED SESSI ON 
 
At  9: 57 p.m ., Mayor Jones announced that  City Council Mem bers Briet igam , O’Neill,  
T. Nguyen, Bui, and K. Nguyen will convene Closed Session in the Founders Room  
to discuss the following m at ters. 
 
CONFERENCE WI TH LABOR NEGOTI ATORS PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 
SECTI ON 54957.6(F)  
City designated representat ive:   Laura Stover, Hum an Resources Director 
Em ployee organizat ions:   Orange County Em ployees Associat ion, Garden Grove 
Em ployee’s League;  Police Managem ent . 



 
 
 -16-  5/ 14/ 19 

CONFERENCE WI TH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXI STI NG LI TI GATI ON 
Pursuant  to Governm ent  Code Sect ion 54956.9(d) (1)  
Estate of Lehm an et . al. v. Garden Grove, et . al.,  OCSC Case No. 30-2014-
00759204 
 
CONFERENCE WI TH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXI STI NG LI TI GATI ON 
Pursuant  to Governm ent  Code Sect ion 54956.9(d) (1)  
Elm ansoury v. Garden Grove, et . al.,  USDC Case No. 8: 17-cv-01269DOC (DFMx)  
 
CONFERENCE WI TH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXI STI NG LI TI GATI ON 
Pursuant  to Governm ent  Code Sect ion 54956.9(d) (1)  
B & Lee I nc., v. Garden Grove, et . al. ,  OCSC Case No. 30-2019-01059189 
 
ORAL COMMUNI CATI ONS FOR CLOSED SESSI ON 
 
Speakers:   None. 
 
ADJOURN CLOSED SESSI ON 
 
At  10: 39 p.m ., Mayor Jones adjourned Closed Session. 
 
RECONVENE MEETI NG 
 
At  10: 40 p.m ., Mayor Jones reconvened the m eet ing in the Council Cham ber with 
Council Mem bers Briet igam , O’Neill,  T. Nguyen, Bui, and K. Nguyen present . 
 
Mayor Jones announced that  there were no reportable act ions taken during Closed 
Session. 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At  10: 41 p.m ., Mayor Jones adjourned the m eet ing.  The next  Regular City Council 
Meet ing will be held on Tuesday, May 28, 2019, at  5: 30 p.m . at  the Com m unity 
Meet ing Center, 11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, California. 
 
 
 
Teresa Pom eroy, CMC 
City Clerk 


