
Garden Grove, California Municipal Code

Title 9 LAND USE

Chapter 9.16 COMMERCIAL, OFFICE PROFESSIONAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND OPEN SPACE
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

Section 9.16.040 Commercial/Office, Industrial Development Standards

9.16.040.120 Walls, Fences and Hedges

A.     All fences shall
be measured from the highest elevation on the subject lot. At no
time shall any
perimeter wall around a new development be less than
six feet from the highest grade elevation on the
subject lot.

B.     Wall, Fence or
Hedge May Be Maintained.

1.     In any O-P zone
and all specific plan designated office professional districts, a
wall, fence or
hedge 36 inches in height may be located and
maintained on any part of a lot. If fences in the front
yard are 36
inches in height and include pilasters, the pilasters may be
extended up an additional
six inches above the allowed height.

2.     On interior lots,
a fence, wall or hedge not exceeding seven feet in height may be
located
anywhere on the lot to the rear of the line of the required
front yard.

3.     On corner lots, a
fence, wall or hedge not exceeding seven feet in height may be
located
anywhere on the lot to the rear of the rear line of the
required front yard, unless the lot rears upon
an alley, in which
case on the rear property line and the side street property line a
fence more than
36 inches in height may not extend within a
triangle, two sides of which shall be the rear property
line, and
the side street property line measured from the point of
intersection of such lines 10 feet in
each direction, and the third
side of which shall be a straight line connecting such two
points.

4.     On reverse corner
lots, a fence, wall, or hedge not exceeding seven feet in height
may be
located anywhere on the lot to the rear of the rear line of
the required front yard. Any such fence
shall observe the
triangular area of the required side yard on the side street side
at the rear of
corner lots. When the dwelling unit(s) on the lot
abutting the rear line of said reversed corner lot
front(s) a
property line(s) other than the front line, the triangular area
observance may be waived or
modified subject to the approval of the
hearing body.
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5.     On corner lots or
reverse corner lots, if a vehicular entrance is provided from the
side street
side, an area for safety vision clearance shall be
maintained on each side of the driveway. Such
area for vision
clearance shall be defined by a diagonal line beginning at the
intersection of the
edges of the driveway and the inside line of
the required side yard and extending away from the
driveway at an
angle of 45 degrees to the edge of the driveway toward the side
street property line
of the lot.

6.     The provisions of
this section shall not apply to fences required by the state to
surround and
enclose public utility installations, or to chain  link 
fences enclosing school grounds and public
playgrounds.

7.     Where a retaining
wall protects a cut below the natural grade, and is located on the
line
separating lots or parcels, the retaining wall may be topped
by a fence, wall or hedge of the same
height that would otherwise
be permitted at the location if no retaining wall existed.

8.     Where a retaining
wall contains a fill, the height of the retaining wall built to
retain the fill shall
be considered as contributing to the
permissible height of a fence, solid wall or hedge, provided that
in any event a protective fence or wall not more than 36 inches in
height may be erected at the top
of the retaining wall. Any portion
of a fence above the seven-foot maximum height shall be an
openwork
fence. An openwork fence means a fence in which the component solid
portions are
evenly distributed and constitute not more than 60% of
total surface area of the face of the fence.

9.     No wall, fence or
hedge exceeding 42 inches in height may be located in open space
required
between buildings used for human habitation when the
buildings are situated front to front, front to
rear, or front to
end.

10.    A wall or fence not
exceeding eight feet in height may be constructed along that
portion of a
lot or parcel that abuts a freeway right-of-way;
provided that:

a.     Said wall or
fence does not extend into any front yard.

b.     A wall or fence
exceeding six feet in height shall be subject to the preview and
approval of
the hearing body, who shall consider the effect of such
wall or fence on other property in the
vicinity.

c.     Walls used for
sound attenuation walls along arterials shall be attractive and
subject to
approval by the hearing body.

11.    Any other provision of
the chapter notwithstanding, a wall, fence or hedge that is
provided
along a common boundary line separating property used for
commercial or industrial purposes from
“R” zoned property and that
is permitted or required to maintain a height of six feet, may be
extended to a height not to exceed eight feet.

12.    When commercial or
industrial property has a common property line with R-zoned
property
that is a right-of-way for a street, highway, freeway,
railroad, or flood control channel, the hearing
body may waive the
requirement for a zone separation wall or fence.
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