City of Garden Grove
WEEKLY CITY MANAGER'S MEMO
December 17, 2015

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council FROM: Scott Stiles, City Manager
Members

I. PRIORITY AND COUNCIL AGENDA ISSUES

None.

1I. DEPARTMENT ITEMS

None.

¢« OTHER ITEMS

— NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
Copies of the local newspaper articles are attached for your information.

— MISCELLANEQUS ITEMS
Items of interest are included.

A

SCOTT C. STILES
City Manager
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Garden Grove's Jenna Tower takes a moment while she works Saturday morning at Fountaln Valley Skating Center

F

Pacifica High junior wen

th national titles before retiring from competitive roller skating.

i

| want to try

By CHRIS HAIRE
STAFF WRITER

enna Tower talks about roll-
er skating the way some

former professional athletes as‘many Rew
talk about their sports. thipgs @s |
There's the nostalgia for com- can..But .
petition. The been-there-done- skating will

stick with me
forever. 1 will

that desire for new challenges.
And the acceptance - and appre-

clation - that even though there probably be
are nomore trophies to win, a part that

of her will always be more comfor- 8g-year-old
table in skates than any cther foot- lady skating

around with
her walker.”

wear,
That's because Tower, too, has

hung up her skates - at least com- JENNA
petitively. ToWER
. 16, FORMER
Just 16 years old and stillin high COMPETITIVE
school, Tower is, in terms of com- ROLLER
SKATER

petitive roller skating, a decorated

SEE TOWER® PAGE 6
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veteran of the sport. She
started private lessons ai 5.
By 7, she was competing in
regional  championships.
She broke through with

back-to-back national titles

when she wag 10 and 1L,

And then, she decided it
wag time to move on to
other things.

“I did everything I could
in skating,” she said. “I' won
nationals. I wanted to try
‘something new.”

But Tower isn't sifting
still. She competes with the
Pacifica High School dance
team, which won a national
title inx 2014 when she was a
sophomore. She raises mo-
ney for animal shelters.
And she works at Fountain
Valley  Skating Center,
where she teaches kids how
to skate - keeping an eve on
those who show the same
passion she has - and acts
as DJ when the center is
open to the public.

Tower is also the 2016
Garden Grove Miss Out-
standing Teen. For the tal-
ent portion of the October
scholarship pageant, she
threw on her skates and
dusted off one of her rou-
tines. She earned the top ta-
lent score.

“T want to try as many
new things ag I can,” she
gaid. “But skating will stick
with me forever. 1 will prob-
ably be that 80-year-old
lady skating around with
her walker,”

On a recent Saturday

morning, Tower sat at a ta-
ble near the snack counter
of the Fountain Valley Skat-
ing Center. Her pink roller
skates were on the bench
next to her and she waited
for the class that precedes
hers to wrap up.
. Tower described herself
as a goofball, both personal-
ly and onthe rink. But sheis
also, in many ways, preco-
cious - speaking with poise
and insight about her skat-
ing career and what she
wants for the future.

“Skating has been a part

of my life for the last 1
years,” she  said. “Some-
thing about it stuck with
me. ... I just feel really com-
fortable on wheels.”

Roller-skating ecompeti-
tions are similar to the ice
skating ones during the
Winter Olympics. There is
music and choreographed
routines. Judges award
SCOTes. :

Her mom, Sharon Tower,
gaid that even though her

‘daughter seems easygoing

today, she was fiercely com-
petitive during rvegionals
and nationals,

“She used to gel really
upset when she made a mis-
take,” Sharon Tower said.
“She got better at it, but she
wag really competitive.”

Nationals, which are bro-
¥en down by age group, are
the highest championship
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enna Twer. right, checks en Aaren Tran after he feli

Saturday at Fountain Valley Skating Center.

she could win; but thereis a
chance the sport makes the
2020 Olympies.

But now she is retired. -

And so she skates entire-
ly for the love of it.

That's why she spends
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her BSaturday mornings
teaching kids to balance on
wheels, how to stop and

" how to roll across the hard-

wood.
- After her class last week,
she threw on a referees jer-

But now, it’s more of a

Jenna Tower

Age: 16

School: Pacifica High
School .
Prospective university: Cal
State Long Beach
Titles: Two-time roller-
skating national champion,
2016 Garden Grove Miss
Outstanding Teen

sey as the rink opened to

the public. She took some
time off from her DJ re-
sponsibilities to do the
splits and some break danc-
ing - all on eight wheels.

Skating, she said, will al-
ways be a huge part of who
she is: many of her friends
are skaters, she met her
boyfriend at the Fountain
Valley rink, and she gets to
teach children (which she
toves doing) while being on
skates.

hobby. Tower says her focus
is now on dance, surviving
high school, going te cel-
lege, learning sign lan-
guage, studying animal
science and competing in
another pageant - when she
is old enough to compete
not for Qutstanding Teen,

* but for Miss Garden Grove.

“It's really weird to think
I've done so many things al-
ready,” Tower said. “But
T've always had this love for
skating.”

If Tower does compete in
Miss Garden Grove again,
she said perhaps the au-
dience and judges will get
another look at her skills on
roller skates.

CONTACT THE WRITER:
714-704-3707 or
chaire@ccregister.com



City Gouncil deﬂ.ays

decision on fate of -

unfinished Galleria.

By CHRIS HAIRE
STAFF WRITER

The Garden Grove City Coun-
cil last week, in a contentious 3-2
vote, decided not to enforee its
longstanding order to-demolish
the 90-foot unfinished structure
known as the rusty skeleton,
which has been untouched since
2009. Instead, the council will
hold off its decision until the end
of May.

Earlier this year, there was
hope that the latest mixed-use
development proposed for the
site at Brookhurst. Street and
Garden Grove Boulevard, called
Lotus Plaza, would be success-
ful.

But negotiations.between the
property’s owner, the nonprofit
Hoag Foundation, and the mo-
ney lender for the project, Cath-

ay Bank, have since stalled. The
developer would be Brooks
Sireet.

Hoag wants to walk away
from viegotiations and have the
city tear down the metal strue-
ture. Cathay has said it’s possi-
ble it can work with what is al-
ready built.

Here are some things to know
to stay up to date on the rusty

skeleton.
.

The partly-
built Garden
Grove Galleria
sits near the
intersection
of Brookhurst
Street and
Garden Grove
Boulevard.

KEVIN SULLIVAN,
FILE PHOTO

. Why did the council hold off on
executing the demolition order?
A. A majority of the council,
led by the usually cautious
Steve Jones, is hesitant to
interfere with what is essen-
tially a dispute between two
private parties.

Jones said he would like to
see what happens in a Cali-

SEE PEDJECTe PAGE 7
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“set to reopen

By CHRIS HAIRE
STAFF WRITER

The $11 millicn in renovations at

the Garden Grove Community.

Meeting Center are about a month
behind schedule but should be
completed by the end of January.
The center, at 11300 Stanford
Ave., has been closed since June.

Kim Huy, the city’s community -

services director, said minor set-
backs in renovating the roof
caused the delay. But, she said, the.

upgrades have cost - about-

$200,000 less than the original es-
timate of $1.8 million.

The renovations on the 40-year-
old building include replacing the
Plexiglas-like roof, which has leaks
and has caused water damage; in-
stalling new flooring and carpeting
in the lobby; replacing some of the
overgrownt trees in the lobby,
which is also an atrium; and giving

some of the rooms an updated -

look. The roof will remain see-

w Meeting Center

y Februaw

through.

Americans with Dlsablhtles Act
upgrades aré'also in the planning.
. “It’s not a major renovation,”
Huy said. “It’s mostly just replac-

ing really old stuff.”

The renovations have forced the

- City Council to conduet its typical-

ly biweekly meetings at the Court-
vard Center in Village Green Park
since late August.

. Butthecotneilwillbe back inits
t: codieil chambers in
the Meetmg Center around the be-
ginning of February.

In April, the eity will begm ADA
renovations to. the . chambers,

‘which will take until about June

and cost $375,000 to $400,000,
Huy said.

At that point, the council's meet-
ings either will move back to the
Courtyard Center or, more likely,
to the Meeting Center’s banquet
hall, known as the Butterfield A &
B Room.
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fornia Supreme Court case
that will determine if Cath-
ay Bank owes $ll million to
the developer for the un-
finished Garden Grove
Galleria, [t is unclear,
though, what bearing that
case has on the relation-
ship between Hoag and
Cathay.

@. What are the chances the
stalemate ends?

A. That seems to rest with
the Hoag board of direc-
tors. :

In Noveimber, when the
council last weighed what
to do, William Grant, the
president of the Hoag
Foundation board of direc-
tors, said the board
unanimously decided to
walk away from negotia-
tions with Cathay.

Among the board’s is-
sues with Cathay was
about $550,000 in attor-
ney’s fees Cathay had not
paid Hoag despite agree-
ing to do so.

Cathay officials, though,
surprised the room when
they announced they had a
check with them to give to

Dec. 17, 2015
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Hoag officials, if they
agreed to keep negotiat-
ing. The council gave two

- weeks for the Hoag board

to reconsiden

In a letter dated Dec. 3,
Grant wrote that the
board unanimously upheld
its decision to pull out of
talks with Cathay.

“The board of trustees,”
the letter said, “deter-
mined the potential bene-
fit, if any, to be derived by
Hoag Foundation is far

outweighed by the poten- -

tial detriment to Hoag -
Foundation by participat-
ing in any transaction with

Cathay Banl.”

@. What are some of the
other issues Hoag has with
Cathay Bank?
A. Hoag, as a nonprofit, is
prevented from entering
into what is known as
“speculative investing,”
according to its letter fo
the city. :
The project is spec-
ulative, according to Hoag,
because of the long dor-
mancy of the project, the
need to eventually enter
into an agreement with a
developer - in this case,
Brooks Street — and the
inability to agree on con-
ceptual ideas for the pro-

ject.

. What options does the
city have? :

A. It only has one: Enforce
the demolition order
granted by a judge in 2013,

As the council has con-
ceded, the proposed Lotus
Plaza project and its relat-
ed dispute is between
private parties.

At last week's meeting,
Councilman Phat Bui said
the council can only “facil-
itate. We can not be refe-
rees or judges.”

The council does, how-
ever, have a right fo de-
clare the rusty skeleton a

* public nuisance and have it

demolished. _
©. What happens if and
when the council de-
cides to enforce the
demolition order?

‘A, What will follows is, at

minimum, a six-month

' process costing the city

about $6,000 to $8,000,
according to acting City
Attorney Omar Sandoval.
The city will have te go
back to the judge to ask
him to enforce the demoli-
tion order. Assuming Cath-
ay doesn’t try to block
enforcement, the city then
has to find a company to
tear down the structure.




Like a lot of you, Brainiac
loves a good deal on a one-
of-a-kind item. Even more
so if we can shop while sit-
ting on the couch in our
boxers and slippers while
working through the morn-
ing’s pot of coffee.

‘Which is where we found
ourselves one day not long
agobrowsing eBay when an
idea occurred to us: What
are people hawking on
these sell-it-yourself "sites
that comes from Garden
Grove, Westminster, Stan-
ton and Midway City.

In just a minute or two of
clicking a few trends
emerged, and you can raise
your hand now if you knew
that post cards, match-
books and police patches
would be the most com-
moniy offered 1tems out
there.

No you dldn’t But 1t’
true.

Garden Grove Pohce De-
partment patches gofroma
- few bucks for the current
styls up to $99 bucks for a
vintage style that features a

wheel with angels’ Wings

“embroidered in yellow on &
rust-colored - fabrie.. The
. same seems true for West-
minster police patches,
. though we mostly found
new ones you could snag,
auction permlttmg, for less
than $10. '
And the -city of Stanton,
which . uses the Orange

Uounty Sheriff's Depart-

ment now, has a police de-
partment that lives on st111
in the patches of its now dis-
banded department. .

The posteards and

'matchbooks, -though, of-
fered  ‘a much cooler
glimpse of these places we
call home, especially i days
past = where Brainiac¢’s
imagination often likes 1o
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There are plenty of the
old Crystal Cathedral, one.

ofthe most prominent land-
marks in Garden Grove for
decades. But the oddballs
are the most interestin'g to
us.

A hand tlnted postcard
from the ’30s or ’40s that's
yours for $5.99 advertised

the Imperié.l "Restaurant,
‘George- and MNera Berris'

place in a building ' that
looked like a log: cabin at
8641 -Garden Grove Blvd.
“The finest French food &
restaurant in Orange Coun-

“ty,” the back of the card de-
Cclared. |

Searching for Westmin-
ster posteards we were

puzzled at first by _Who_-

would want a photo card of
the chapel at the Westmin-
ster Memorial Park Mortu-

ary and Cemetery on Beach.

Boulevard..

Then you click to View“
the back and find a-noete

that shoots an arrow to the
heart: “This is the chapel

where they held services:

for Josephine. It's a beauti-
ful fittle chapel. They sure
had her laid out nice, she
looked about 60 years old.”

That one made us sad, so
we switched to the mateh-
books, figuring they might
testify to happier, or atleast
boozier memories. And
they did. B

And old matchbook cov-
er for the Coachman on

. Haster - Street in Garden

Grove featured a martini
glass and musical notes
with the promise of lunch,
dinner, cocktails and enter-
tainment, Mei's Family
Restaurant on Beach Bou-
levard in Westminster pre-

‘miged “Chinese dinners -

eat here or food to go.”
Other Garden Grove res-
taurants and night spots for
which you can still own
their classic matchbook art
inciude such places as the
Jolly Enight - “famous for

" steaks” - on Garden Grove

Boulevard or the Plough—,
man’s Retreat on Valley
View Street, and Belisle’s
Restaurant at the corner of
Garden Grove and Beach
boulevards where “l.e con-
noisseur welcomes -you”
and invites you to make a
reservation by ringing Jef-
ferson 7-5697. °

So theré you have it, piec-
es -of local history, just a
click and a few bucks away.

_ Now it’s time to put on our

long pants and get out of

*, the house.,




City Council gets
its hands dirty

The work at the Brooldhurst Trian-
gle had already begun, but that didn't
mean City Council members didn't
want to get their hands dirty.

The council and representatives .
from developer Kam Sang Co. held

the official groundbyealking ceremony
for the multiphase, nearly l4-acre
mixed-used project last week — with
City Couneil members donbing hard-
hats and sticling shovels in the
ground.

The first phase of the project,
apartment unils, will cost the deve-
loper about $40 million to build. The
triangle has been empty for decades.

- Chris Haire

" CHRIS HAIRE, FILE PHOTO
Garden Grove Senier Center's annual
Christmas dinner and dance is
planned.

it's party time
with Mr. Claus

Who wants to kiss Santa Claus un-
der the mistletoe?

Get your party on at Garden Grove
Senior Center's annual Christmas
dinner and dance at 6 p.m. Friday at
11300 Stanford Ave.

The Serenaders will perform all
night, and there will be dinner and
beverages. Santa will stop by - and
maybe show off some of his moves.

Tickets are $10 and include dinner.
You must order the tickets before the
event. Call T14-741-5253 from 8 a.m. to
3:30 pm.

~ Chris Huire

KYUSUNG GONG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Garden Grove fané watc_h the home mateh against Segerstrom on Dec. 10.

Sometimes not all the great action is on
the field.

While the  Argonauts recently battled
Segerstrom High down on the field for con-
trol of the soccer bhall, photographer Kyu-
sung Gong caught a battle between light
and dark going on up in the sky.

DREW A. KELLEY, FILE PHOTO,
: Boys walk down Springdale Street
‘ during the West Garden Grove Yeuth
‘ Baseball parade in February.

He captured this moment of sunset
backlighting the fans who watched the girls
soccer mateh from the Garden Grove High
stands.

Segerstrom went on to win the soccer
game 3-2.

- Heather McRea

The Garden Grove City Council hit

a home run - though the pitch was
- definitely a softball.

The council agreed last week fo .
waive the $2,600 in fees it would have. ..
cost West Garden Grove Youth Base-,
ball to host its annual Opening Day
Parade, scheduled for Feb. 20.

This year, the baseball league,
‘which has held a parade snnualiy for.
nearly 60 years, is joining forces with -
the softball girls and creating a “fam-
ily fun day.” During the carnival-like.
event, there will be food, business ,
vendors and other activities.

" Terry Anderson, the baseball
league’s new pre51dent, said the price.
tag was hefty for the all-volunteer
nonprofit,

_ Chris Haire..
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By Loreen Berlin .

A mere nine months ago, Con-
gressional Medal of Honor recipi-
ent Tibor Rubin was further rec:
ognized when the West Garden
Grove Library on Bailey Street
was renamed for him.

Rubin, a Garden Grove resi-
dent, was a Holocaust survivor;
a Congressional Medal of Honor
recipient; and had been awarded
two Purple Hearts.

“The Garden Grove Tibor Ru-
hin Library” is listed on the front
of the building, where a bronze
hust of Rubin stands at the front
door.

In his honor, the front of the
library was landscaped in red,
white and blue plants, represent-
ing the flag’s stars and stripes.

It was President George W.
Bush who presented Rubin the
country’s highest military honor,
the “Congressional Medal of Hon-
or,” on Sept. 23, 2005, at the ‘White
House in Washington D.C.

see HERQ, page 4 : Tibor Rubin
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o : : o Photos by Loreen Berlin
Congressmnal Medai of Honor rec:lplent of two - Purple Hearts and Holocaust survivor
Tibor Rubin of Garden Grove (center) is flanked from left by Garden Grove Mayor Bac
Nguyen, daughter Rosie and son Frank earlier this year when the Garden Grove Library
was renamed the “Garden Grove Tibor Rubin Library.”



Continued from page 1

At that time, Rubin was one
of only nine Korean War Medal
of Honor recipients -— 145 were
awarded — who was still alive. But

Orange County News
Dec. 16, 2015

two-thirds were killed in action.
The award was presented 55
years after Rubin’s service in the
Korean War. According to history,
the honorwas overlooked because
of anti-Semitism by & superior. Ac-
cording to studies in the late 1990s
by the U.S. Army, discrimination
against Rubin and other Jewish
veterans was found.

n 2014, the United States Postal
Service unveiled a Forever Stamp
Prestige Folio with 13 Korean
“War Medal of Honor recipients,
which included Rubin.

Rubin was born in Hungary. In

1942, when Rubin was 13 years
old, Nazi soldiers forced his
family into concentration camps;
Rubin was in the Mauthausen
Concentration Camp, where he
remained until 1945, when the
American’s liberated that camp
and its priseners from a sure
death in the gas chambers.

His father and mother and a
younger sister were not so for-
tunate.

“The Mauthausen-Gusen con-
centration camp was a large
group of German concentration
camps built around the villages of
Mauthausen and Gusen in Upper
Austria, approximately 12.5 miles

east of the city of Linz.

Rubin decided he would come
to America to defend the couniry
that saved his life, enlisting in the
U.S. Army and being sent to the
front lnes of the Korean War,
where Rubin single-handedly
slowed an enemy advance for
24-hours, thereby distinguish-
ing himself with extraordinary
heroism.

Rubin is also credited with be-
ing able to once again slow the
enenty, as it advanced; however,
he was wounded and capiured by
the Chinese.

The Chinese told Rubin they
would send him back to Hungary,
hut not to the U.S. Rubin chose to
remain with his fellow soldiers in
the POW camp for three years,
risking death each night as he
sneaked out to steal food and
medical supplies, saving the lives
of 40 other prisoners.

In 1990, Congress designated
March 25 as National Medal of
Honor Day.

The re-naming of the Garden
Giove Library is a well-deserved

~ tribute to Tibor Rubin.

Rubin is survived by Wife
Evonne, daughter Rosie and son
Frank.
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Leaders break
ground on
homes project

Development will feature
670 condos and apartments
and a retail center

By Loreen Berlin

The long-awaited deveiopment
at “Brookhurst Triangle,” now
designated as “Brookhurst Place,”
was saluted with a ground-break-
ing and a toast last week.

The project is at the junction
of Garden Grove Boulevard,
Brookhurst Streetand Brookhurst
Way

“Drlven in the spirit of work-
ing together for the good of the
community, despite challenges
and obstacles, this project exem-
plifies working with community,
husiness and public and private
entities, where we have worked
to solve issues and reach a geal,”
said new Garden Grove City Man-
ager Scott Stiles.

see HOMES, page 4
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Continued from page 1

The groundbreaking was held
along Brookhurst Way, where
Phase I is the construction of 180
luxury apartments, ont 3 acres of
the total property, with a comple-
tion date set for 2017. Phase one
is expected to cost the developer
approximately $40 million.

In total, there will be 670 mixed-
use condo/apartments when the
project is built, with the last build-
ing set to contain a refail center,
making a total of six buildings on
the site, with 272,000 squarefeet
of open space and 65,000 square-
feet of commercial space.

Heading up the project is the
Kam Sang Company, headquar-
tered in Arcadia.

Stiles said the groundbreaking
is the city’s largest mixed-use
development, which encompasses
14 acres with 670-plus market

apartments along with commer-

cial and open space.

“I want to thank president and
CEO Ronnie Lam of the Kam Sang
Company for their valued partner-
ship,” said Stiles.

Stiles also acknowledged city
staff past and present and city de-
partments for their tireless work
on the project and “For obtaining-
the needed entitlements and for
getting the plan approved.”

The area has been a paich of

Garden Grove broke ground |
From left are Councilmen

_Bui, Mayor Bao Nguyen and

srookhurst Place will feature

ast week on Brookhurst Place.
Christopher Pham and Phat

dirt for more than 20 years and
50 it’s an exciting time for Garden
Grove, as excavation of the area
began in mid-November.

Kam Sang officials said there

will be a winding path of more
than one-mile for walking around
the inside of the development
area. : :
Kam Sang senior Vice President
Phil Wolfgramm said, “The areais
beginning to get life again and it
will bring more housing and rev-
enue to the city and revitalization
to the area. We will have our first.
residents in mid 2017.” '

Community Services Direc-
tor Xim Huy, who emceed the
groundbreaking, said that con-
struction was to Degin in 2014,
“Butthere were delays at the State

Finance Department that held
_up Kam Sang’s purchase of the

former Redevelopment Agency
property from the city; the Phase
1 sale, for $6.5 million dollars, was
finalized Nov. 9.”

Kam Sang Project Manager
John Hicks said once his company
received the final OKin March of
2015, they began to submit their
drawings. “Before that, we had to
wait for the state,” he said.

Mayor Bao Nguyen said the
project is a place where all people -
can come to live and work.

“This is being constructed
with our community in mind and

it takes many helping hands fo
make this happen,” he said. “it's

Mayor Pro Tem Steve Jones.
670 mixed-use condo/apart-

ments and a retail center when it is completed.

a significant project for our city
and community.”

Mayor Pro "Fem Steve Jones
said the project goes hack along
iime; back to when he was still
serving on the Planning Com-
mission.

“Tve seen the project go through
many hands, so this is an exciting
day. This site is like the crossroads
in the town, as we have the Korean
Business District, Little Saigon
and City Hall and it's a great
partnership with the Kam Sang
Company,” he said.

“T thank the city for all of their
support in helping me to do this
development;” said Lam. “The.
project tock a long time to put it to-
gether. I thank staff and everyone
so that we could come to today. 1
thank the citizens for support and
the families and company staff.
This project will be one of the
many for hopefully the future.”

- “The city of Garden Grove will
sell the rest of the property for $18
million once Phase II begins. Not
all of that money, though, will go
to Garden Grove, With the disso-
lution of redevelopment agencies
statewide, Orange County gets a
sizable amount of that money to
distribute to other taxing agen-
cies,” Huy explained.

Huy futther said that the project
has the potential to be an eco-
nomic boon for the city.

- “The residential units alone
are expected to bring in approxi-

mately $550,000 a year in property
taxes, said Greg Blodgett, with
the city’s Economic Development
Department.

Blodgett said that it's unclear
how much sales tax the city will
get because no retailers have been
finalized.". - ’

Wolfgramm said -most of the
businesses will be smaller, inde-
pendent stores and restaurants
— some of which may have influ-
ences banking off of the nearby

Korean Business District.and
Little Saigomn.
A parking garage is planned.
“Throughout Orange County we
" gee successful mixed-use projects
being constructed. It's a positive
for the city,” said Blodgett. “We've
taken a property that was blighted
and created an environment
with residential and community
spaces, and a lot of great things
for the city. It's a starting point
for the area.”



Police plan 2
DU checkpoints

Holidays are a prime time for
those who drink and drive

The Garden Grove Police De-
partment Traffic Unit will be
conducting a DUI/Driver License
Checkpoint on Dec. 18 and Dec. 19
at an undisclosed location within
the city Iimits between the hours
of 9p.m. and 3 a.m.

The deterrent effect of DUI
checkpoints is a proven resource in
reducing the number of persons ki-
lled and injured in alcohol or drug
involved crashes. Research shows
that crashes involving an impaired
driver can be reduced by up to 20
percent when well-publicized DUI
checkpoints and proactive DU]J
patrols are conducted routinely.

DU checkpoints are placed in

- Tocations bhased on collision statis-
tics and frequency of DUI arrests,

affording the greatest opportunity

for achieving drunk and drugged
driving deterrence. Locations are
chosen with safety considerations
for the officers and the public.

In California, this deadly crime
led to 867 deaths and more than
23,000 serious injuries in 2013 be-
‘cause someone failed to designate
a sober driver, Nationally, the latest
data shows more than 10,000 were
kilied by an impaired driver.

see DU, pags 4
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DUI:

Continued from page 1

a growing number of impaired
driving crashes.
Recent statistics reveal that 30

Over the course of the past three
years, officers have investigated

-693 DUI collisions that have clai-

med nine lives and resulted in
another 225 injuries.

Officers will be looking for
signs of alcohol and/or drug-im-
pairment with officers checking
drivers for proper licensing dela-
ying motorists only momentarily.
‘When possible, specially trained
officers will he available to evaluate
those suspected of drug-impaired
driving, which now accounts for

percent of drivers in fatal crashes
had one or more drugs in their
systems.

A study of active drivers showed
more tested posttive for drugs that
may impair driving (14 percent)

than did for alcohol (7.3 percent).

Of the drugs, marijuana was most
prevalent, at 7.4 percent, slightly
more than alcohol. Everyone
should be mindful that if you're
taking medication — whether
prescription or over-the-counter
— drinking even small amounts of
alcohol can greatly iniensify the

impairment effect.

Law enforcement emphasizes
the preventable nature of drunk
driving reminding everyone that
all it takes is a little planning
ahead. Designate a sober driver
or call a cah. But whatever you
do, don’t drink and drive. The
California Office of Traffic Safety
DDVIP (Designated Driver VIP)
mobile app is now available for
free download on i0S and Android
devices. Launched last year, the
new DDVIP app offers enhanced
features, allowing users to “Map
a Spot” with their current location

to find DDVIP partnering esta-
blishments in their area or a “List
of Spots” to search all participating
bars and restaurants throughout
California.

Users will be offered free incen-
tives at each bar to celebrate their
life saving role.

They can stay up-to-date with
the latest from DDVIP and see
what other users are saying via its
social tab. Alse through the app,
for those who want to imbibe but
also make it a point to plan ahead,
users can easily order a sober ride
from Uber, Lyft or Curb —all from

one screef.

Drivers caught driving impaired
can expect the impact of a DUI
arrest to include jail time, fines,
fees, DUI classes, other expenses
that can exceed $10,000 not to
mention the embarrassment when
friends and family find out.

Funding for this checkpoint is
provided to Garden Grove Police
Department by a grant from the
California Office of Traftic Safety,
through the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, re-
minding everyone report drunk
drivers by calling 9-1-1.




Tis the seasomn...

To bejolly..

But also to be kind.

The spirit of Christmas was ali-
ve and well last week as State Sen.
Janet Nguyen, who represents
Garden Grove and Westminster,
distributed toys to the children
of military families as part of the

State Sen. Janet Nguyen’s Veterans and Military Families Toy Drive is a home run

34th District Veterans and Milita-
ry Families Toy Drive.

“I was truly amazed to sce the
amount of community support
that went into making this Toy
Drive such a wonderful success,”
said Nguyen. “Our military ser-
vice members and their families

‘have sacrificed so much for this

nation, and I am proud that we
were able to show them our
appreciation through this great
event.” :

The toy distribution fook place
from 3 to 7 p.m. at Nguyen’s
district office where she, along
with volunteers, staff, local non-
profits and organizations, handed

out over 300 toys to the children
of veteran and military faimilies.

The Toy Drive was made pos-
sible by donations from resi-
dents of the 34th District, as well
as organizations such as Wells
Fargo, the Greater Los Angeles
Chapter of the Association of
the United States Army, Strong
Families, Strong Children, Mi-
litary Children’s Collaborative
Group and Don Juan Avila Middle
School.

“T could not have asked from
a more generous response from

the community,” said Nguyen. “1
sincerely hope that the toys the
children received will fill their
holiday season with cheer and
convey our gratitude to those who
are both serving and who have
served to protect our nation’s
liberties.”

Nguyen partnered with Active

Duty Families, Veterans Legal

Tnstitute, Veterans First, Families

State Sen. Janet Nguyen helps hand OIL:It toys to cﬁildren in
military families.

Forward, Strong Families, Strong
Children, and Volunteers of Ame-

rica to make this day of giving a
reality.



- Study of Anaheim streetcar ide;

contmues after vote of divided board

- OCTA"
committee’s
recommendation
to halt process
is rejected.

By-HEATHER McREA
STAFF WRITER

=County transportation
officials won't ask Anaheim

to pull the plug on its study =

of a streetcar connecting
the Disneyland area and the
ARTIC transit hub - but
they didn’t overwhelmingly
shout support for the $300
million-plus project, either,

Instead of touting the
merits of a proposed 3.2-

" mile streetear, which likely

would run in a lane of Katel-
la Avenue, several Orange
County
Authority board members

expressed concern Monday

with how they were being
asked to take a stand on the
project. without a thorough

.staff report.

Instead, they received
what some viewed as mere-
ly the opinions of a four
strong ad hoc committee.

The committee had made
a case for asking the city to
stop its analysis of the Ana-
heim™ Rapid Connection
Project and instead look at
other options, such as using
buses.

Anaheim - Mayor 'Tom
Tait, who opposes the
streetcar, was on the ad hoc

Transportation

committee, which got six
OCTAboard members in all

.-supporting the recommen-

dation.

But nine others opposéd _
" - preferring to let the city
- do further study. Then, the

OCTA can take a.deeper
look at the proposal. -

tion authority had pre-
viously supplied $7.9 mil-
lion to Anaheim for the en-
vironmental analysis that
should be complete in the
summer.

The city has used
$100,000 from its general
fund for the environmental
study, and $1.1 million from

the Anaheim Tourism Im-'
Jprovement District, funded

from a 2 percent tax on ho-

"Monday’s
‘Manager Paul Emery and

tel room rentals in the area.

Anaheiny’s internal dis-
agreements over the street-
car project played out at
meeting: City

council members Kris Mur-
ray and Lucille Kring en-

_ couraged the board to wait
The county transporta- -

for the environmental im-
Pact report to be complet-
ed.

Sreetcar supporters said
Anaheim would work close-
Iy with the county and other
cities on planning a street-
car that could possibly
share maintenance facili-
ties ‘with one proposed for
Santa Ana - and - Garden
Grove, or even eventually
tie into it. '

Register
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lexican Mafia leader
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“testifies about rivalry

Armando Moreno describes how that led to bloodshed.

SANTA ANA - A former
Mexican Mafia leader tes-
tified in
federal
court last
week about
how -
years-long
battle with
longtime
gang chief-
tain Peter
Ojeda led
to confusion and bloodshed
in Orange County jails and
streets.

During a day and a half
of testimony in the cour-
troom of 5. District
Judge James V. Selna, Ar-
mando Moreno provided a
rare first-hand glimpse in-
to the secretive world of
the higher-echelon of the
powerful, prison-based
Mexican Mafia. Like Ojeda,

Moreno, 44, was indicied

SEAN
EMERY

STAFF
WRITER

on allegations of extortion

and racketeering, but has
opted to cooperate with
authorities.

Moreno's testimony
came in the midst of the
federal trial of T3-year-old
Ojeda, the oldest ranking
member of the Orange
County Mexican Mafia,
who authorities allege con-
tinued to run local streets
and jails despite " being
shipped to a prison across
the country following a
2006 racketeering convic-
tion. Ojeda’s attorney
claims it was Moreno, not
Ojeda, responsible for the
violence follawing the 2006
conviction.

A former member of a
Garden Grove street gang,
Moreno has spent nearly
his entire life behind bars.
His first trip to prison was
at the age of 18 after being
convicted in connection to
a gang murder. In court, he

- deseribed spending years

his |

forging connections with
“made” members of the
Mexican Mafia before he
was voted into leadership
in 2006.

Prosecutors allege that

~ Ojeda backed Moreno's as-

cension into Mexican Ma-
‘ fia leadei-
ship and
tasked
him = with
looking af-
. ter gang
activity in
Orange
County af-
ter Ojeda
was traneferred to an out-
of-state prison. Moreno
testified that the brief dis-
cussion with Ojeda took
place in a federal holding

‘Gjeda

center at a San Bernardino'

County Jail after a guard
accidentally left a door
open separating their cells.
“I told him, ‘Don’t worry,
I'won’t let you you down,” ”
Moreno said.,
Moreno was soon back

.behind bars, but said he

used his girlfriénds to com-
municate with his crew on

the streets. Moreno said it

wasn't until he ended up-at
the federal penitentiary at
Victorville that he learned
from a fellow Mexican Ma-
fia member with Orange

.County ties that Ojeda no

longer trusted him.

“He explained that Sana
had sent word that I had no
foundation,” Moreno said,
claiming that meant Ojeda
was telling people Moreno
was not a Mexican Mafia
member and should be
killed for claiming to be.

Moreno, as well as form-
er associates of Ojeda, tes-
tified that loyalists on bhoth
sides of the divide were
placed on “Hard Candy”
lists that marked them for

_ death. Others inside the

jails were viciously beaten
by rivals, ‘

Beyond the war with
Ojeda, Moreno acknow-
ledged his role in a variety
of other plots while behind
bars, including trying un-
successfully to have a
guard who disrespected
him and another Mexican
Mafia member followed
home and killed. -

Soon after his arrestin a
bank and ID fraud case,
Moreno learned he was al-
so facing racketeering
charges in connection with
his battle with Ojeda.
Knowing he was facing de-
cades behind bars, and
tired by the Mexican Mafia
lifestyle, Moreno said he
decided to cooperate with
authorities.

“My life is in danger, my
family’s,” Moreno acknow-
ledged. “Because of what [
decided, I turned® their
lives upside-down.”

Ojeda’s attorney, Craig
Wilke, questioned More-
no's apparent change of
heart. '

“Is it still your desire to
kill everyone who disres-
pected you?” Wilke asked.

“No,” Moreno answered.

“When' did that desire
leave?” Wilke replied.

“The day I decided to
cooperate,” Moreno said.

“All that hate just went
out?” Wilke said.

“Yes,” Moreno
swered.

Wilke also gquestioned
Moreno’s story about Oje-
da, who he said barely
knew Moreno, turning ov-
er control of Orange Coun-
ty when the two allegedly
met at San Bernardino

ar-

lockup.
The trial is expected to
continue  through the

month at the U.S. District

Court in Santa Ana.
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By ALMA FAUSTO
“and SCOTT SCHWEBKE
and LOUIS CASIAND Jr.
STAFF WRITERS

GARDEN GROVE '+« Five
schools were locked down
Thursday morning after a

man fired a shotgun into

the air, police said.

Police received a call at
T:44 am. that someone had
heard gunshots, Lt. Bob
Bogue of the Garden Grove
Police Department said.
The caller reported hearing
the shots in the 8500 block
of Blanche Avénue east of
Dale Street and seeing a
man walking away from the

Register
Dec. 11, 2015

area with a
shotgun,
Bogue said.
Investi-
gators be-
lieve Carlos
Villaneva,
27, fired a
shotgun in-
to the air in front of a home,
“There were people in-
side the house that the gun
was fired at,” Bogue said.
“It appears to he a gang riv-
aley.” .
During the investigation,
investigators learned that
Villahueva lived nearby in

Villanueva

‘the 8500 block of Haga

Street.

rove schools locked down
nshots nearby;

n arrested

A perimeter was set up
near the home, and five
schools were on lockdown
until 10:15 a.m. as a result,
said Alan Trudell, a Garden
Grove Unified spokesman.

The affected schools
were Alamitos Interme-
diate School, Lawrence Fle-
mentary, Stanford Elemen-
tary, Faylane Elementary
and Zeyen Elementary.

When he tried to escape
the perimeter, Villanueva
was arrested on suspicion

. of discharging of a firearm

in a negligent manner, as-
sault with a deadly weapon
and’ - making  criminal
threats.

Register
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By SEAN EMERY
STAFF WRITER

Two.Garden Grove busi-
nessmen are facing crimi-
nal charges after authori-
ties allege they filed more
than $lmillion in fraudulent
tax returna. : :

Young Hui Hong, the
owner of Grand Motors
Inc., and James Jun Kul
Pak, owner of a firm that
did accounting work for the
Garden Grove dealership,
have each been charged

arden Grove \
face charges of tax fr:

with more than a dozen fe-
lony counts, Iincluding
grand theft by an employee
and making a false and
fraudulent return, accord-
ing te an Orange County
District “Attorney’s Office
statement.

Prosecutors allege that
Hong, 51, and Pak, 49, in re-
turns. filed between Janu-
ary 2009 and December
2014 understated the num-
ber of vehicles sold by the
dealership and the amount
of sales tax they received

businessme

from customers.

Invesiigators suspect the
number of sales the pair re-
ported during that time
frame was approximately
half of what actually took
place and was owed.

The two men were ar-
rested following an investi-
gation by the California
State Board of Egualiza-
tion. If convicted, they face
up to 19 years in prison.

CONTACT THE WRITER:
semery@ocregister.com




- Tuesday evening. The multiple-

_ phase, nearly 14-acre mixed-used
- project has been years in the

" making. The council donned

| Chris Haire, 714-704-3707

i cil and representatives from

GARDEN GROVE
Groundbreaidng: The City Coun-

developer Kam Sang Co. held
the official groundbreaking for
the Brookhurst Triangle on

hard hats and stuck shovels in
the ground.

Register
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GARDEN GROVE

Basebali parade: The City Coun-
cil on Tuesday agreed to waive
the $2,500 in fees it would have
cost West Garden Grove Youth
Baseball to host its Opening Day
Parade, scheduled for Feb. 20.
This year, the league, which has
held a parade annually for nearly
60 years, is joining forces with
girls who play softball and creat-
ing a “family fun day.”

Chris Haire, T14-704-3707

Register
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| GARDEN GROVE

Fire station: The Fire Depart-
ment is hosting a public com-
munity meeting from 7 te 8:30
p.mn. Tuesday at Walton Interme-
“diate School, 12181 Buaro St., to
discuss the possible relocation or
reconstruction of Fire Station
© No. 8, currently at 121l Chapman
Ave. The current station is a
45-year-old, 8100-square-foot
single-family home that was
repurposed as a fire station.
Chris Haire, 714-704-3707
chaire@ocregister.com

Register
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GARDEN GROVE

Senior dance: The Garden Grove
1 Senior Center’s annual Christ-
mas dinner and dance is at 6
p.m. Friday at 1300 Stanford .
- Ave. “The Serenaders” will per-
form all night, and there will be
dinner and heverages. Tickets
are $10 and inciudes dinner.
‘Tickets must be ordered before
the event: 714-741-5253 from &
a.m. to 3:30 p..
Chris Haire, 734-704-3707

Register
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GARDEN GROVE

Meeting center: The Community
Meeting Center, at 1300 Stan-
ford Ave., will likely reopen at
the end of January or in early
February after being refur-
bished. When it does, the City
Qouncil will again hold its meet-~
ings in its regular couneil cham-
bers inside the center — umtil
about April, when renovations to
that room will begin. The cham-
bers will reopen around June.
Chris Have, 714-704-2707
chaire@ocregister.com

Register
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* GARDEN GROVE

Auciien: A 15-foot-tall giraffe
sculpture is one of several pieces
up for auction until 5:30 p.m. ,
today as part of the city’s Palm |
Frond Art Auction: Winners of
the auction will be notified Fri-
day and proceeds will go toward
purchasing art for the commun-
ity. Bach piece is made entirely

of palm fronds by artist Glenn
Mann. More info: 714-741-5200.
Chris Haire, TH4-704-3707

| chaire@ocregistercom

Register
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Friday, December 11, 2015

City of Garden Grove

Notice inviting Sealed Bids (IFB)}
: ‘:_Erpjeci No. $-1184

. P.tic’e is hereby given that seated bids will be received

_:thge office of the Purchasing Agent for the City of Gardear:

*Lfave, Room 220, 11222 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove

- CA 92840 to Provide Ninety (90) New and Unused HP

- Computers. A copy of the bid document may be obtained
from the City of Garden Grove's website, Please direct any
questions regarding this bid process to- Sandra Segawa
via email sandras@ci.garden-grove.ca.us. Bids are due
and will be opened in the office of the Purchasing Agent at
2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 6, 2016, Bids received
afier that exact time will not be considered.

’ { : Dated: December 4, 2015
{ Sandra Segawa, C.PM., CPPB
Purchasing Agent
City of Garden Grove
11222 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 52840
Orange County News
15-50775
Publish Dec. 4, 11, 2015

City of Garden Grove
Motice tnviting Sealed Bids (IFB)
IEB No. S-1182-A

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received at

the office of the Purchasing Agent for the City of Garden

Grove, Room 220, Second Floor, 11222 Acacia Parkway,
Garden Grove, CA 9284010 Provide One New and Unused

2016 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited RHD (Right Hand Drive). A -
copy of the bid document may be obtained rom the City of
Garden Grove's website. Direct any questions regarding

this bid process to Sandra Segawa via email at sandras@

garden-grove.org. Bidsare due and will be opened in the
office of the Purchasing Agent at 2:00 p.m. on Monda_y'
January 41, 2016. Bids received after that exact time will
not be considerad. :

Dated: Decamber 9, 2015

Sandra Segawa, C.PM., CPPB
Purchasing Agent
City of Garden Grove
11222 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840
Orange County News
15-50783
! Publish Dec. 9, 16, 2015

Orange County News
Dec. 11, 2015

Orange County News
Dec. 16, 2015
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u.s.

Tibor Rubin Is Dead at 86; Medal of
Honor Was Delayed by Anti-Semitism

By BRUCE WEBER DEC. 8, 2015

“When Corporal Rubin’s battalion found itself ambushed by thousands of
Chinese troops,” the president said at a White House ceremony, “the
Americans’ firepower soon dwindled to a single machine gun. The weapon was
in an exposed position and three soldiers had already died manning it. That
was when Corporal Rubin stepped forward. He fought until his ammunition
was gone. He was badly wounded, captured and sent to a P.O.W. camp.”

The episode the president — it was George W. Bush — was describing with
frank astonishment and admiration took place at Unsan, North Korea, in the
fall of 1950. In a long-overdue tribute, he was speaking more than half a

century later, on Sept. 23, 20035, as he prepared to present Tibor Rubin, then
76 vears old, with the Medal of Honor.

There was much more to Mr. Bush’s encomium that day, but even he did
not tell the whole story of the remarkable courage and forbearance of a

Hungarian-born American hero, a man who joined the United States Army to
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thank the nation and the troops that rescued him from the concentration camp
where he had been imprisoned as a teenager, and for whom recognition was

delayed for decades because he happened to be Jewish.

Corporal Rubin, who was known familiarly as Ted, had lived quietly in
Southern California since the end of the Korean War, mostly working in a
liguor store owned by his brother Emery. He was 86 when he died on Saturday
at his home in Garden Grove, Calif., a nephew, Robert Huntly, said.

The narrative of Corporal Rubin’s life is Hollywood-worthy. He was born
on June 18, 1929, in Paszto, a Hungarian shtetl with a reported 120 Jewish
families, to Ferenc and Rosa Rubin; his father, who had served in the
Hungarian Army during World War I and spent several years as a prisoner of
war in Russia, worked in a shoe store. According to “Single Handed,” a 2015
book about Corporal Rubin by Daniel M. Cohen, in the days before the Nazi
occupation of Hungary in March 1944, his parents sent him with a band of
adult escorts in an attempt to reach Switzerland, but they were captured.

Young Tibor, then 14, was sent to the Mauthausen concentration camp in
Austria, where, on his arrival, a commandant told him and his six comrades
that none would get out alive. He barely survived the 14 months before the
camp was liberated by American soldiers on May 5, 1945.

In a 2013 documentary film, “Finnigan’s War,” about veterans of the
Korean War, Corporal Rubin recalled, “T promised the good Lord that if I get
out of here alive, I'd become a G.1. Joe, to give back something.”

Corporal Rubin came to the United States in 1948 but was prevented from
enlisting until his English improved enough to meet Army standards, which he
managed by 1950; he worked for a time as a butcher before he entered the
service. The Korean War was in its early stages, but because he was not a
citizen, he was not required to fight.

“My commander told me that I didn’t have to go to war,” he said. “So I
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told him: ‘Well, what about the others? I cannot leave my fellow brothers.””

Chillingly, Corporal Rubin had an enemy on his own side. Numerous
reports detail affidavits submitted by his fellow soldiers who described their
sergeant as a virulent anti-Semite who repeatedly assigned him the most
dangerous missions, including one in which he single-handedly held off a wave
of North Korean soldiers for 24 hours, securing for his own troops a safe route
of retreat.

The affidavits also suggested that though Corporal Rubin was
recommended more than once for the Medal of Honor, the same sergeant,
Artice V. Watson, deliberately ignored the orders from his own superiors to
prepare the appropriate paperwork.

In 2002, after Congress passed the Leonard Kravitz Jewish War Veterans
Act — named for a Jewish soldier killed in an act of heroism in 1951 and
subsequently denied the Medal of Honor — President Bush ordered a review of
the records of 137 Jewish veterans. Corporal Rubin’s case was deemed among
the most egregious. At the time, The Jewish Journal, a Southern California
newspaper, published a statement from a notarized affidavit about Corporal
Rubin and Sergeant Watson.

“I really believe, in my heart, that First Sgt. Watson would have
jeopardized his own safety rather than assist in any way whatsoever in the
awarding of the medal to a person of Jewish descent,” Cpl. Harold Speakman
wrote.

When Corporal Rubin was awarded the medal, an Army spokeswoman
told The Los Angeles Times that notarized documents showed that “Rubin’s
first sergeant did the circular trash can on these” — that is, the

recommendations — “and did not process them.”

“Rubin is a true American hero and deserves this honor,” she said.
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{Leonard Kravitz, the uncle of the musician Lenny Kravitz, did not receive
his posthumous Medal of Honor until it was awarded by President Obama in
2014.)

Corporal Rubin spent 30 months as a prisoner of war in North Korea,
where testimony from his fellow prisoners detailed his willingness to sacrifice
for the good of others. He had been steeled for captivity and privation, he said,
by his experience in Mauthausen. And he declined the offer of his Communist
captors to return him to Hungary, then under the influence of the Soviet
Union. Instead, he made a habit of sneaking out of the camp at night and
foraging for food, stealing from enemy supplies, and bringing back what he
could to help nourish his comrades.

“He shared the food evenly among the G.1.’s,” Sgt. Leo A. Cormier Jr., a
fellow prisoner, wrote in a statement, according to The Jewish Journal. “Ie
also took care of us, nursed us, carried us to the latrine.” He added, “Helping
his fellow men was the most important thing to him.”

Corporal Rubin’s father died in the Buchenwald concentration camp; his
mother and a younger sister died at Auschwitz. He is survived by his wife,
Yvonne; a sister, Edith Rittri; a daughter, Rosalyn; and a son, Frank. In
addition to his Medal of Honor, he was the recipient of two Purple Hearts.

“I have a mom who was very religious,” Corporal Rubin said in the
documentary. “And she always teach us: ‘There is one God, and we are all
brothers and sisters. You have to take care of your brothers, and save them.” To
her, to save somebody’s life is the greatest honor. And I did that.”

A version of this article appears in print on December 9, 2015, on page B15 of the New York edition
with the headline: Tibor Rubin |s Dead at 86; Award of Medal of Honor Was Long Delayed by Bias,

© 2015 The New York Times Company
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GARDEN GROVE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Public Information Office (714) 741-5280

CONTACT: Juan Medina {714) 741-5253
H. Louis Lake Senior Center

Tuesday, December 15, 2015

GARDEN GROVE SENIORS CELEBRATE NEW YEAR'S EVE

In celebration of the year 2016, Garden Grove's H. Louis Lake Senior Center
will be hosting a New Year's Eve party on Wednesday, December 30, 2015, from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., in the Senior Center Dining Room, located at 11300
Stanford Avenue.

Seniors are invited to enjoy a fun day of live entertainment provided by
“The Serenaders.” Lunch will alsc be available for a suggested donation of $3.50
per person.

For more information and reservations, please call the H. Louis Lake Senior
Center at (714) 741-5253 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Monday

through Friday.

#HHH

11222 Acacia Parkway + P.O.Box 3070 » Garden Grove, CA 92842
www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us
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CONTACT:

Greg Blodgett (714) 741-5124 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Sr. Project Manager, Economic DevelopmentPublic Information Office (714) 741-5280
Monday, December 14, 2015
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS FOR BROOKHURST PLACE

This past Tuesday, December 8, City officials announced that the long-
awaited start of construction for the City’s largest proposed commercial and
residential development - Brookhurst Triangle, officially named Brookhurst Place -
had arrived. Construction for the 14-acre, master-planned community will begin
this month.

At the groundbreaking event last Tuesday, Garden Grove Mayor Bao Nguyen
said, "This is a very significant day for the Garden Grove history books. This
project will provide our city with new housing options for current and future
residents and opens wide doors for new, small-business endeavors.”

The project area, bound by Garden Grove Boulevard, Brookhurst Street, and
Brookhurst Way, that had been undisturbed for nearly three decades, will include
600 residential uhits, built-in urban trails, and open spaces that will create a
healthy and inviting environment for residents and visitors.

"It will appeal to many different demographics, particularly to young families
and millennials,” said Mayor Pro Tem and Chéirman of the Garden Grove Successor
Agency Steve Jones.

The planned 50,000 square-feet of commercial and retail space, with a
potential for 200,000 square-feet, will build on the variety of large and small
businesses in the adjoining areas, like the Korean District and Little Saigon, offering

new shopping and dining experiences.

11222 Acacia Parkway = P.O.BEROIE70 = Garden Grove, CA 92842
www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us



Construction Begins for Brookhurst Place
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The generated property tax is estimated at $50,000 annually, with 200 to
400 permanent and temporary retail jobs created.

“This exciting development will serve as a landmark for one of the city’s key
intersections,” says City Manager Scott Stiles. "It will be a place where all people
can come, to live, work, and visit.”

The Brookhurst Triangle mixed-use development began in the early 2000's
when the plot of land became redevelopment property. It wasn't until 2009, when
the City partnered with developer Kam Sang Company, owners of the Sheraton
Garden Grove, that the project seemed to start moving.

Five years later, the City’s Planning Commission approved Kam Sang
Company’s development plans and early this year, the state gave their approval to
begin construction.

The project will be broken into two phases. The first phase will begin this
month and is projected to be complete in Summer 2017.

A fact sheet and PowerPoint presentation about the development of

Brookhurst Place can be seen on the City’'s website at www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us.
Y

For more information and other development opportunities in Garden Grove,
call Greg Blodgett, Sr. Project Manager for the City of Garden Grove, at
(714) 741-5124.

Visit Garden Grove City Hall on Facebook to view photos of the
groundbreaking event.

#H#H#



CITY OF GARDEN GROVE

GARDEN GROVE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Public Information Office {(714) 741-5280

Contact: Mark Ladney (714) 741-5382
Public Works Department

Monday, December 14, 2015

CITY HALL CLOSED, NO STREET SWEEPING
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS DAY

In observance of the Christmas and New Year's Day holidays, Garden Grove
City Hall and the H. Louis Lake Senior Center will be closed from Thursday,
December 24, 2015 through Friday, January 1, 2016. Street sweeping services a‘nd
trash pick-up will not be provided on December 25 and January 1. Streets will be
swept and trash will be collected as scheduled on all other days.

There will be a free pick up of holiday trees during the two-week period
following Christmas Day, beginning Monday, December 28 through Friday, January
8. Trees must be out by 7:00 a.m. on regular trash collection days. Flocked trees
are not recyclable and are not eligible for the free collection, but may be disposed
of in the regular trash container or by scheduling a bulky item pickup.

- For more information on street sweeping, please call the Public Works
Department at (714) 741-5375. For questions about holiday tree pic.kups, call

Republic Services at (800) 299-4898 or visit http://www.republicservices.com/.

#H#t#
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« Garden Grove cé thé bj kién va dal biu civtheo dia hat

» Garden Grove s& bAu dan cir theo dja hat, khang biu thi treng

Bing-Giao/NgLrdi Vist

GARDEN GROVE, California (NV) - 141 Thir Tw, 11 Thang Mol Hai, mét cude hop cing
déng dé Iy ¥ kién cw da dwec té chikc tai phong hop trong Garden Grove Sports and
Recreation Center, Garden Grove, lién guan dén viéc vé dia hat cho cudc bau cir vao nim
tét,

Day 1a budl hop thir nhi cda mdt chwoeng trinh gdm hai gial doan,

8an va dé nghi A {Hinh; Béng-GlacAVgudi Vigt)

Trong budl hop nay, ng David By, gidm Gdc cong ty nghidn clru nhéan kiéu Compass
Demegraphics, trinh bay va giai thich nhing yéu chu & cb va al &8 moi ngudri nam ving thang tin
nuéng dan khi géi [8n thanh phb nhing 6& nghj vé cach chia ném dia hat.

Vibe v& Garden Grove thanh nam dia hat |3 két qua cla vise dan xép mot vy kién gitra hai déng
thanh phé va éng Rickk Monloya, mét cu dan gbe Latine.

Garden Grove s& v& ra nim dja hat, khéng chdng 14n 1an nhau, dé mdi dja hat bau ra mét nghi
wign.

C4c dia hat ndy s6 Guwoc vE dya theo luat biu iy California.

Viée vé thanh phé thanh ndm dia hat khéng don gian chit nao vl m&i don vi s& phdi hdi du nhitng
can bing twong 6k, dya trén tinh trang tai ehénh, tudi tic cu dan, dja hinh, su lien ké, sy toan

ven, sy tiép gidp, va mét 48 cla céc khu viee dan cu, cling nhu quyén 1ol clia cac sée dan trong
thanh phd. Cac dia hat nay clng phéi co dién tich hop If.

Collaborate anytime from

cnly 5699 a month,

[ Office 305

%’fﬁ RMicrosoft

PHOTO BI og »

=

TANG LE TERESA NGUYEN THANH TiN
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pang Vién, rhan si,
tri thire kéu goi dep
dang CSVN

USS Milwaukee mdi
ha thuy da bw may,
phal kéo vé bén
Virginia

Linh my¢ & New
Jersey bi gido dan
kién 'lay tién bao trai'

Nhém ndi day &
Syria do My ung hé
€6 nguy oo tan ra

8an v& 98 nghi B, (Hinh: Déng-Giao/Ngurds Vigt)

Ging Ely gia thich: “Phan chia céc sde dan adng déu 14 vidc ti quan trong. Nhitng dla diém céng
cong nhu nha thér, treéng hoc, cong vin, sig thi, hay trung tAm thirong mal oling 1a nhirng disy
cin cliu xét k¥ lwdng.”

Vhn dé cit 15l cb thé gay ra nhidu kihd khan 13 dan sb cda mbi dia hat phai dbng du va khong
durgc mang tinh chét k¥ thi, theo Juat i& hién hanh.

Thi Tredng Bao Nguy3n ndi: "Vige phai thu xép vii &ng Rickk Monteya, mot phén la vi chdng t6i
mubn tiét Kiém cho thanh phé. Gt nhin Fullerton di. Trang mat vy kign twong 1, ho 64 tdn nhiéu
trigu g6 la, Va bay gitr 1 Anaheim cling chura gidi quyét xong ViEc clia ho, VA mét phén Gay 14 luat
nén chiing ta phai tuan thd thoi.”

Ong Ely ngi: "Hai ddng thann phé s& phai c6 quyét dinh dUrt khoat tnréc Thang By, 2016 vi 66 |
naay Ung oif vién bat dhu nap don. Ho cling cén théi gian @8 chudn bj."

Theo dir trl, vi nhiém Ky hai adm cha éng Béo Nguy@n s& hét, nhiém ky bén nam clia hal 6ng
Steve Jones va Chria Phan ciing hét, nén ba dia hat clia ba v] néy s8 bAu el trede vao Thang
Muréri Mat, 2016, Hai dia hat ciia ong Phat Bui va ong Kris Beard sé duge pAu ol ndm 2018, khi
nhiém ky bén nam cla hal vj nédy man.

Thea luat hién nay, vi gidl han nhiém kY, dng Steve Jones khong duge tai dng ci. Con dng Chris
Phan duoe quy®n tal ing o,

Hign nay, Garden Grove cb mot phin ba cw dan My tréng, mét phén ba cu dan gbe Vist, vé mat
phén ba gbc Lating.

B2n v& dé nghi C. (Minh: Bang-Giaa/Ngudi Vidt)

Nghi Vign Phiat Bi chia s&: "Nguoi gbe Latine nén chju khé i by nhié_u hon. Néu g khong chon
nguedi dai dign thi o6 v& ja hat céch gi clng knd gidl quyét duge van dé”

“Vdi G2 ndy, viec vé dia hat $8 o6 i cho ngudi gbe Vist vi oac vi ¢én ol ghe Viet it xdng xao
trong cang viéc cho nén néu khdng cé ting ciF vién da trang tai gidi thi ho sé bAu cho ngudi gbe
Vigt," dng Phat nhan xét.

VAN theo quy dinh méi, cu dén s& khong bau cho thi truéng nira. Chizc thi trudng sé do cac nghl
vign thanh phé chon b trong hdi §éng thanh pho.

Nhir vay, trong cudc bAu cir ndm t&i, Garden Grove s& ¢6 ba ghé tréng.

Riéng truang hop thi tru'_é’ng, nhém Neighborhaod Assaciation khong adng  véi céch bau méi. Ho
vAn mudn ngudi @eng diu thanh phd duoc o dan truc tiép bau.

Nhém nay da dam don Kign, vé theo MNghj Vién Phat Bdi cho biét, “ngay & Thang Giang, 2016 s&
c6 phign tha so khd” vé vy nay.

hitp://www.nguoi-viet.com/absolutenm?2/templates/viewarticlesNVO...

@
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I THE WARMEST NEW COATS, SWEATERS,
AND WIKTER ESSTNTIALS

Hay mua
béo hiem
cho gia dinh.

Ghi danh trugic

€ oo bae em by
dau Januasy 1.
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« Trér vé trang trude

Garden Grove: Né s(ing gn triréng hoc, mét thanh nién bj bt
Thursday, December 10, 2015 11:32:09 AM

Hks  8hare Print Email AU

B6 Dzling/Mguo Vist

GARDEN C‘SROVE, California {NV} - Mt thanh nién vira bi bt sau khi nd hai phét sung tal
khu vire gan trwivng hoc & Garden Grove sang ThiF Nam, lam cinh sat phii ra 18nh dong
civa It nhit nam trwdng dé d& phong sw vige xAu ¢6 thé xay ra, trong khi bao vay truy im
nghi can.

CAC TINKHAC »

u Héng American
Airlines c& thém
hang ché ngbi

Ngui thip sang
sao trévi cho dira

con qua cd

Nhac sy Vigt Khang
ra ta: TG khéng
bao gid i bwée’
Bidm tin bedi sing
ngay 14 thang 12
niam 2018

Bae dbng ¢ Béng
nwée Blve: 89 ¢dnh
sét bj throng

Cdnh 58t chan 131 vée dirdng Haga, Garden Grove, {Hink: Ddn Huyah/Nguei Vist)

Tai hién tréng, Trung Uy Robert Bogue, phiat ngdn vién S& Canh S&t Garden Grove, ndi: "Ching
téi nhéan dige tin bac khoéng 7 ng’ 45 phitt séng, ¢6 mdt thanh nién gbe Hispanic bén hai phat
sting, trén duéng Blanche, gan géc dudng Haga.”

“Khi dén no, thanh nidn ndy chay vae mét ¢in nha trén dudng Haga. Chang i bao vay khu vire,
trang lic bao cho nam treémg hoc gin khu vire déng olra hoan toan 48 g& phong bét trdc. Chang
t8i ¢ hdi mdt sb nguedd trang Gan nha, nhwng khong ai hop tac. Tuy nhign, cho dé&n gir nay, lac 10
gid séng, ching toi tin 14 ching t8l 43 bt dupe nghi can,” éng Bogue ndi tidp.

BQC NHIEU NHAT»

Me tism an Vigt,
nghé mwy sinh cua
Agwe Vigt &

VAN HOC NGHE THUAT ~ BO1SONG  DIENDAN  LUATPHAP KIEN THH'G  THUVIEN  LIEN LAC NGUQIVET ABCUTUS

TANG L.E TERESA NGUYEN THANH TIN
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Tang vien, nnan si,
tri thive kéu goidep
dang CSYN

USS Milwaukee mdi
ha thuy da huw may,
phai kéo vé hén
Virginia

Linh myc & New
Jersey bi giao dan
Kkign "Iy tién bao trai'
Nhém ndi day &

Syria do My dng hd
od nguy co tan Ta

Trén duwdng dén noi, ching i thdy ba canh sat vien cong mét thanh nign chivng 30 tudl, 86 ngdi
trén |8 dudng Loma, ké drdng Haga,

Sau g6, $& Canh 84t Garden Grove g&i ra mét thong cdo bao chi cho bidt nghi can tén | Carles
Villanueva, 27 tudl, va cwr ngu trong can nha nghi can trén.

ing Bague cho DIéY, nghi can ding sdng shotgun, ¢ |& chl b&n 1&n iréi, nén khang ai bi thwong
vong.

Tuy nhién, cho &n budi chidu, canh sat vBn chua thu héi duge cay sing, theo ban théng cae.

Nghi can Carlos Villanueva, (Hinh: S& Cdnh 54t Garden Grove cing cép}

Céc trueng hoo bj @éng bao gdm cde truvong Hare, Alamites, Rancha Alamitos, Zion, va
Lawrence,

Che aén 10 gidr 15 phdt, phat ngdn vién canh sat ni iénh dong olra cdc tredng hoe da duge bé.

Khu vire xay ra sy vigc toa tac gén géc dudmg Lampson va dwdng Dale, Garden Grave, ngay sét
khu viee Little Saigon.

12/14/2015 1:07 PM
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Lé BPéng Thé Xay Dwng Dw An Brookhurst Triangle Tai TP Garden Grove

(VienDongDatly.Com - 08/12/2015)
Bai THANH PHONG

GARDEN GROVE - Vao luc 4 gi¢ 30 chiéu Tht Ba ngay 8.12.2015 mét budi 1 dong thd dé khdi cong xay dung
dir 4n mang tén la Brookhurst Triangle hay Brookhurst Place duwrgc td chivc tai ngay dia diém s& xay dung, khu
tam giac giva cac duwdng Garden Grove, Brookhurst va Brookhurst Way thudc City Garden Grove.

Hién dién trong 1& ddng thé c6 ang Bao Nguyén, Thi Trwdng, va day da cac Nghj Vién cling nhw éng Scott Stiles,
Téng Quan Tri clia thanh phd Garden Grove, éng Roni Lam, Téng Giam Béc Kam Sang Company, Inc.; cac vién
chirc S& Canh Sat cing nhu cac co quan trong thanh phd. Ngoai ra cb Nghi st Janet Nguyén, cd Roxanne
Chow va mét sb co quan truyén thang.

http://www.viendongdaily.com/le-dong-tho-xay-dung-du-an-brockhu...

DAO VA BC

Best
to

Thi Truéng Bao Nguyén, Nghi sT Janet Nguyén va céc Nghj Vién HBTP ctng quan khach cam xéng "déng the” migi Nha

(Thanh Phong/Vién Déng).

Phét bidu trong I& dong thd, Thi Trwdng Nguy&n Quéc Bao néi: “HOm nay that 1a mét ngay vui cho thanh phd
Garden Grove. Day 1& mdt noi chén dic bigt cho nhiéu ngudri d8n tham thanh phd. Tai day, ngoai nhirng can hd
cho gia cur con c6 hé boi, ¢é khu gidi tri, co dwéng danh rigng cho nguoi di bd va day ta noi nam ngay gitra
thanh phé Garden Grove, gan khu virc Dai Han va cling gan khu vire Little Saigon, gan toa thi chinh thanh phé
nén s& dem lai nhidu quyn loi cho Hoc Khu va cho ngudi dan, that 14 ngay vui. Ti xin chic ming tat cd nhiing

vi da bd cong stre ra d& lam thanh cong I& dang thé hdm nay, va clng chac may méan dén véi moi ngudi, va hy

12/14/2015 1:39 PM
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SAN PHAM - DICH VY iing vj trén, ngudi didu hep chuong trinh moi Thi Tredng Bao Nguyén, Nghi st
Janet Nguyen ong Scott Stiles, dng Roni Lam va céc Nghi \rlen HDTP cling nhw Manager I&n xtc cac xeng dat
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pho va mang lai canh quan cho thanh pho Garden Grove .

Moi chi tiét lién quan hodc dang Quang Cao xin quy khach lién lac vé dia chi: 14891 Mora
Email: viendong@aol.com hoédc baoviendong@s
Phone: (1)714-379-2851 hoac Fax: 714-379-2853 - Chung t6i nhan
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HDTP Garden Grove trién han viéc pha hiy "bd xwong han ri" dén thang 5

(VienDongDaily.Com - 09/12/2015)
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GARDEN GROVE - VO’I ty 1& phiéu 3-2, vao téi thir Ba, Hoi Pdng Thanh Phé Garden IMPOF

Gian khung sat rf sét trén duong Garden Grove

Grove mot 1an nwa trién han mét 1énh da cd tir lau, bat phai pha bo cai dwgc goz ia INFOR
“bd xwong han ri”. Pay la mot kién tric bang thép dé dang dai 90 bd nam nguyén tr What i
nam 2009. Hoi dong s& xem xét viéc cuéng bach thi hanh iénh pha hay vao cudi ‘a‘g;’;’j
thang. Thanh phd da ¢é mét 1énh pha hdy t& nam 2013. Nhiéu ngLFO’I trong cbng
dong coi kién truc nay la mét didu chuwdng mat. Nhung ho da that vong, vi khéong e
thay tién bd nao trong viéc gidi quyét bé khung thép nay. EfNBRE
of your
Nhwng sau nhidu nam va sau khi ton hang triéu My kim tién dau tw cia mét sé cong L“Ji?'ﬁ
ty t nhan va cda thanh phd, HDTP van do d trong viéc cudng bach thi hanh lénh takina !

pha bo, hy vong tranh dugc viec pha sap bd khung thép. Co nhiéu dy an gan lién
véi kién trac nay, ma gan day nhéat la di an phat trién khu Lotus Plaza, sé duoc s& '
dung vao nhleu muc dich khac nhau.Tuy nhién, cac cuéc thu’dng lwong gitba ngan Mot Nha
hang cho vay tién lam d an, cong ty xay nha, va chii nhan cla toa nha nay, déu da
bi dinh tré trong méy thang qua. Cathay Bank, ngan hang cho vay, va cong ty xay
dwng Brooks Street, n6i rang ho mudn c6 mét dw an phat trién viéc sl dung hdn
hgp cho toa cao dc nam & goc dwdng Garden Grove Boulevard va dwo’ng Sai Gon
Brookhurst Street. Nhung Hoag Foundation, chi nhan cla tda nha nay, va moét td
chuc phi lgi nhuan hé trg cho Boy and Girl's Club cdia Garden Grove, ndi réng ho
muon rat ra khoi dw an va pha hiy cau tric nay di.Hoi ddng thanh phd da thao luén
v& chuyén cd nén thic hién Iénh pha d& nay hay khong trong thang 11. Nhwng hdi

lof 8 12/14/2015 1:32 PM
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

December 17, 2015

Calendar of Events

Southern California Association of Government’s Notice of availability of a
Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for the 2016-2040 Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy.

Notice of cancellation for the Zoning Administrator meeting scheduled for
December 24, 2015.

League of California Cities, "CA Cities Advocates” dated December 11 and
15, 2015.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 17, 2015 - January 12, 2016

Thursday

Friday-
Sunday

Friday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday
Friday

Tuesday

December 17-
December 24

December 17

December 18-

December 20

December 18

December 22

December 23

December 24-

January 1

December 30

January 5

January 7
January 8

January 12

7:00 p.m.

10:00
a.m.-
Noon
6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
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W W W
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Spark of Love Toy Drive
Drop off Locations: Garden Grove Fire Stations
And Garden Grove City Hall

Casual Day - Holiday Theme

Planning Commission Meeting, Courtyard Center
CANCELLED

One More Productions presents “Holiday Gem”
Gem Theater

Here Comes Santa Claus Dinner/Dance coordinated
By the H. Louis Lake Senior Center

City Council Meeting, Courtyard Center

Housing Authority Meeting, Courtyard Center

Sanitary District Meeting, Courtyard Center

Successor Agency Meeting, Courtyard Center
CANCELLED (ALL)

Oversight Board Meeting, Courtyard Center
CANCELLED

City Hall Closed - Holiday Season
New Year's Eve party hosted by the H. Louis
Lake Senior Center, Senior Center Dining Room

Traffic Commission Meeting, Council Chamber
CANCELLED

Planning Commission Meeting, Council Chamber
City Closed
Closed Session, Courtyard Center Activity Room

Successor Agency Meeting, Courtyard Center
City Council Meeting, Courtyard Center
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"NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
- . P
(el il -8 .
TO: interested Agencies, Organizatlons‘)anﬁnd%ﬁduidis
SUBJECT: Public Notice of Availability of a Draft Program Environmental
Impact Report for the 2016-2040 Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
DATE: December 4, 2015
LEAD AGENCY: Southern California Association of Governments

818 Woest Seventh Street, 12th Fioor
Los Angeles, California 90017-3435

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), as Lead Agency, has
prepared a Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR} (SCH#2015031035) in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed
2016-2040 Regional Transporiation Plan /Sustainable Communities Strategy (“2016
RTP/SCS,” “Plan” or “Project”). The Draft PEIR serves as a programmatic document that

conducts a region-wide assessment of potential significant environmental effects of the
proposed 2016 RTP/SCS.

President
Carl Morehouse, San Buenaventura

First Vice President
Cheryl Viegas-Walker, £ Centro

Second Vice President
Michele Martinez, Santa Ana

immediate Past President
Greg Pettis, Cathedral City

. _.ExecutivefAdministration

The 2016 RTP/SCS is a long-range regional transportation plan that provides a blueprint
for the region to achieve coordinated regional land use strategies and transportation
investments for more than a 20-year period. The 2016 RTP/SCS seeks to improve
mobility, promote sustainability, facilitate economic development and preserve the
guality of life for the residents in the region. The SCAG region is comprised of six
counties: Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardine, and Ventura. For
more  information on the proposed 2016  RTP/SCS, please  visit:
http.//scagripscs.net/Pages/Drafi2016PFIR.aspx.

Committee Chair

Cart Morehouse, San Buenaventura

" Policy Committee Chairs
Community, Economic and

Human Development
Margaret Finlay, Duarte

Energy & Environment
Deborah Robertson, Rialto

Transportation
Alan Wapner, San Bernardino
Associated Governments

The Proposed 2016 RTP/SCS provides land use and transportation strategies to help
achieve a coordinated balance of land uses and transportation investments. The 2016
RTP/SCS envisions future regional growth that is well coordinated with the
transportation system improvements, as well as anticipates new transportation projects
planned for the region. The 2016 RTP/SCS also incorporates best practices for
increasing transportation choices and transportation infrastructure expenditures;
reducing dependence on single-occupant automobiles; and encouraging future new
growth in walkable, mixed-use communities and in high quality transit areas (HQTAs),
where feasible. The 2016 RTP/SCS is intended to achieve a range of benefits, including:
reducing vehicle trip length and land consumption; improving air quality and physical
fitness; increasing shared mobility, jobs/housing balance, and natural habitat
preservation; enhanced water and energy conservation and access to the Cap and Trade
resources. The following alternatives are addressed:

1, The No Project Alternative is required by Section 15126.6{(e}{2) of the CEQA
Guidelines and assumes that the proposed Project would not be implemented.
The No Project Alternative evaluates “what would be reasonably expected to
occur in the foreseeable future if the project were not approved, based on

The Regional Council consists of 86 elected officials representing 191 cities, six counties, six Coundy Transportation Comimissions, one representative
from the Transportation Corridor Agencies, one Tribal Government representative and one representative for the Air Districts within Southern California.

201518
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current plans and consistent with available infrastructure and community services” (CEQA Section
15126.6[el[2]). The No Project Alternative includes those transportation projects that are included in the
first vear of the previously conforming transportation plan and/or transportation improvement program
{TiP), or have completed environmental review by December 2014, The No Project Alternative also
includes “exempt projects" such as safety projects and certain mass transit projects, transportation
control measures (“TCMs”) that are included in the approved State Implementation Plan, and project
phases that were authorized by the Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit Administration prior
to expiration of SCAG's conformity finding for the last 2012-2035 RTF/SCS. These reasonably foreseeable
projects fulfill the CEQA definition of the No Project Alternative.

2. The 2012 RTP/SCS Undated with Local Input Alternative retzins transportation investments and land use
strategies of the adopied 2012-2035 RTP/SCS, updated to reflect the most recent local input growth
estimates in the region. This Alternative considers continued implementation of the adopted 2012-2035
RTP/SCS and includes all of the modifications and projects In the adopted 2012-2035 RTP/SCS, as last
amended in September 2014. This Alternative does not include land use strategies included within the
proposed 2016 RTP/SCS.

3.  The Intensified Land Use Alternative bulids on the land use strategies in the 2016 RTP/SCS and goes
further. This Alternative focuses on analyzing more intensified land use patterns aimed at further
reducing vehicle miies traveled and greenhouse gas and criteria pollutant emissions to improve mobiiity,
sustainability, and economy. It includes more mixed-use and infill development, increased densities in
HQTAs, livable corridors, and neighborhood mobility areas, new technology innovations and
enhancement, and/cr additional transit and active transportation strategies than the 2016 RTP/SCS.

The Draft PEIR serves as a programmatic document that conducts a region-wide assessment of potential
significant environmental effects of the 2016 RTP/SCS. The PEIR provides an opportunity to inform decision-
makers and the public about these effects. The PEIR must evaluate region-wide, potential significant
environmental effects, including direct and indirect effects, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts of
the 2016 RTP/SCS at a programmiatic level.

The Draft PEIR discusses significant impacts to the following issue areas: Assthetics; Agriculture and Forestry
Resources; Air Quality; Biological Rescurces; Cultural Resources; Energy; Geclogy and Soils; Greenhouse Gas
Emissions and Climate Change; Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Hydrology and Water Quality; Land Use and
Planning; Mineral Resources; Noise; Population, Housing, and Employment; Public Services; Recreation;
Transportation, Traffic, and Safety; and Utilities and Service Systems.

The Draft PEIR Is available on SCAG’s website, at: http://scagiipscs.net/Pages/Draft2016PEIR.aspx. Hard copies
of the Draft PEIR are available for review at SCAG’s office in Main Office {Los Angeles office, see above}. CDs are
available at major libraries in the region {contact SCAG for specific locations). Hard copies and CDs are also
available upon request by contacting SCAG (see below). ;

The Draft PEIR is available for a 60-day public review and comment period, which begins December 4, 2015 and
ends February 1, 2016. Written comments will be accepted until the close of business or no later than 5:00
p.m. on February 1, 2016. Please direct written comments to Ms. Lijin Sun, Senior Regiona! Planner, o the
address shown above. Comments may also be submitted electronically tc 2016PEIR@scag.ca.gov.

Two Draft PEIR public workshops, each providing the same information, will be held at SCAG’s Main Office (Los
Angeles office, see above), Board Room, Tuesday, January 19, 2016, at 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., and st 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Videoconferencing will also be available from SCAG's regional offices.

2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustaingble Communities Strategy Notice of Availability
Draft Progrom Environmental Impoct Report Page 2 of 3



SCAG Crange County Regional Office
600 South Main Street, Sulte 906
Orange, CA 92868

SCAG Imperial County Regional Office
1405 N. imperial Avenue, Suite 1
El Centro, CA 82243

SCAG Riverside County Regional Office

3403 10th Street, Suite 805
Riverside, CA 92501

— g
. P o~ )
Slgnature: / N [A({'f‘)‘g

SCAG San Bernardine Counity Regional Office
1170 West 3rd Street, Suite 140
San Bernardino, CA 92410

SCAG Ventura County Regional Gffice
950 County Sguare Drive, Suite 101
Ventura, CA 93003

Ping Chang, Acting Man’ager of Comﬁﬁance and Performance Assessment

_land Use & Environmenta! Planning Division

Southern California Association of Governments

Telephone: (213) 236-1839

E-mail: Chang@scag.ca.gov; or 2016PEIR@scap.ca.pov

2 ‘
Date: d /‘f S
2016-2040 Regional Trensportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy Notice of Availability

Draft Program Environmentel Impact Report

Page 3 of 3



GARDEN GROVE

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
OF THE
GARDEN GROVE
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 24, 2015

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Regular Meeting of the Garden Grove Zoning
Administrator scheduled for Thursday, December 24, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. at City
Hall, 11222 Acacia Parkway, Third Floor Training Room, Garden Grove, is hereby

cancelled pursuant to the attached Cancellation Notice.
DATED: December 17, 2015

KARL HILL
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR




Dec. 11, 2015
Issue #103

IN THIS ISSUE:
Page 4: Intemnet Tax Freedom Act Included in Trade Agreement, Cities Need to Email U.S. Senate Immediately
Page 5. U.S. Communities Home Depot Rebate Program

League-Sponsored Bond Agency Finances Affordable Housing Projects in Moreno Valley and Mantebelio
Page 6: Ragistraticn Open for 2016 Municipal Law Symposium

Legislature Reconvenes Jan. 4, New Year
Begins with Speaker Election and Budget Proposal

Sacramento has been relatively quiet since the Legislature adjourmned on Sept. 11, with the Gov.
Jerry Brown making his final decisions on legislation on Oct. 11. That all changes in four weeks
when legislators return to the Capitol on Jan. 4 to begin the start of the second year of the 2015-
16 legislative session. For more, see Page 2.

VOB 0CE0EEREOLOOCIEEEOECOEDEEHIEENERGS

Calling All Outstanding City Street Projects
Nominations for the 2016 Local Streets and Roads Awards due Jan. 13

The Save California Streets Coalition has opened the nomination period for its annual Local
Streets and Roads Awards. Submissions should highlight a street infrastructure project or
program that has demonstrated a significant improvement in your community's street sgstem. The
coalition comprises a number of organizations including the League of California Cities™ and the
California State Association of Counties. For more, see Page 3.

CHEOEEDRCEELELLEEO0OREOCOELOGHOGTELOOS

California City Officials Appointed to Naticnal League of Cities’ Policy and
Advocacy Committees

The National League of Citiss (NLC) on Dec. 7 announced the appointment of members to the
organization's 20186 policy and advocacy commitiees by NLC President Melodee Colbert Kean,
California in the coming year will have 15 city officials serving on NLC’s seven key committees.
These committees are responsible for developing national municipal policy positions that form the
basis for NLC’s engagement on behalf of cities before Cangress, the courts and federal agencies.
Members are appointed for a one-year term and can be re-appointed annually.

For more, see Page 3.




‘Legislature’ Continued from Page 1...

The few first weeks of January will set the pace and priorities for the session. Most 2015 statues
signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown will take effect Jan. 1. The Legislature reconvenes Jan. 4
and will adjourn on Aug. 31. Governor Brown must submit his proposed FY 2016-17 budget
during the first week of January to meet the Jan. 10 constitutional deadline. The Governor will
also deliver his annual state-of-the state address in early January, though no details have been
released yet.

Bills held over from 2015, known as two-year bills, are under pressure to make the Jan. 31
deadline to pass out of their house of origin. Fiscal commiitee bills from 2015 must be heard in
policy committees by Jan. 15 and a week later, Jan. 22, is the deadline for policy committees to
hear and report on floor bills introduced in their house last year.

In response to these deadlines, cities should expect a flurry of amendments offered on bills that
did not move last year, The League will publish new bill lists shortly after Jan. 4, but for now is
closely tracking the fellowing two-year bills that may be set for hearing early in the year:
s+ AB 45 (Mullin) Household hazardous waste. League position: Oppose.
s AB 1159 (Gordon) Product stewardship: pilot program: househaold batteries and home-
generated sharps waste. League position: Support.
o AB 1315 {Alejo). Public contracts: water pollution prevention plans. League position:
Oppose.
s 3B 47 (Hill) Environmental health: synthetic turf. League position: Oppose.
e SB 608 (Liu) Homelessness. League position: Oppose.

In addition, the League expects clean-up legislation to be quickly introduced to delete the
preemption of local marijuana cultivation ordinances.

The full text of these bills and commitiee hearing schedules, as well as the League's position
letters, can be found at www.cacities.org/billsearch. Plug the bill number into the search function
to access information.

Capitol watchers can also expect a flood of bills fo be introduced early in the year with Feb. 19
being the last day that legislators can infroduce bills for the regular session.

Transportation remains a top prierity for cities and the Special Session on Transportation will
continue into 2016. The joint conference committee held several hearings early in the fall and
then public negofiations siowed down with a shift o conversations behind the scenes. Cities can
expect new announcements related to how to fund the state and local transportation system in
early January.

{ eague’s 2016 Strategic Goals to Drive Legislative Engagement
The League set its course for 2016 in November when the arganization’s officers, board of

directors and leaders of policy committees and divisions met in Sacramento to set the 2016
Stirategic Priorities.

The 2016 Strategic Priorities are:
» Increase Funding for Critical Transportation and Water Infrastructure;
» Improve Housing Affordability; and
+ Update the Local Government Tax Structure to Respond to the New Economy and
Stimulate Economic Growth.

Leadership Changes in Both Houses

Changes in term limits are beginning to have a significant effect on the leaders of both houses
with members elected after 2012 having the ability to serve up to 12 years in one house or two.

The Legislature’s most recent leadership shakeup began this fall and will culminate in Spring
2016. Speaker Toni Atkins on Dec. 7 announced that the Assembly will hold its speakership
election for Assembly Member Anthony Rendon (D-Los Angeles) on Jan. 11. The swearing-in



ceremony will be held on March 7. Elected in 2012, Assembly Member Rendon terms out in
2024,

Assembly Member Chad Mayes (R-Yucca Valley) will take over the mantle of Assembly
Republican leader on Jan. 4 from Assembly Member Kristin Olsen (R-Modesto), who terms out at
the end of 2016. Assembly Member Mayes won't term out until 2026, giving him the opportunity
for a long leadership tenure.

And while the Senate’s leaders are not currently changing, Sen. Jean Fulier (R-Bakersfield), who
terms out in 2018, transitioned into the role of Senate Mincrity Leader just before session
adjourned in September. Sen. Kevin De Ledn (D-Los Angeles), who terms out in 2018, remains
President pro Tempore.

New Mayors and Council Members to Head to Sacramento for League Training in Late
January

The League's annual training for newly elected mayors and council members will be held Jan. 20-
22 in Sacramento. Cities still have a few weeks to sign up their newly elected members before
the Jan, 6 registration deadline.

The event will bring together more than 200 mayors and council members for education on the
nuts and bolts of effectively serving on a California city council. The three days will feature
sessions on a range of topics such as advocacy, the legal powers and obligations of office, land
use, city finance and strategies to run effective city council meetings. Attendees can also take the
AB 1234 ethics training.

‘Awards’ Continued from Page 1...

Nominations for this prestigious award are due by Wednesday, Jan. 13. Winners will be
announced in February and awards will be presented during the Public Works Officers Institute
and County Engineers Association of Counties conference March 9-11 in Sacramento. They will
also be featured later in 2016 in Western City, the League's monthly magazine.

Projects nominated should address one of three categories that promote a comprehensive
improvement of local streets:

¢ Efficient and Sustainable Road and Bridge Preservation, Maintenance and Construction
and Reconstruction Projects;

+ Complete Streets and Multi-Modal Mobility Projects; or
o Safety or Intelligent Transportation System Projects.

Applications must be submitted online.

Please contact Meghan McKelvey with any questions on the award program and application
process.

‘NLC’ Continued from Page 1...

The Community and Economic Development Committee includes the following California
members:

o Ventura Council Member Nea!l Andrews;

« Temecula Mayor Jeff Comerchero;

o Brea Council Member Cecilia Hupp; and

¢+ Burbank Council Member David Gordon.

The Energy, Environment and Natural Resources Committee includes the following California
members:

¢ Rosemead Mayor Margaret Clark; and
» Sacramento Director of Government Affairs Randi Knott.



The Finance, Administration and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee includes Culver City
Council Member Jim Clarke.

The Human Development Committee is vice chaired by Cathedral City Mayor Pro Tempore
Gregory Petiis,

The Information Techneliogy and Communications Committee includes San Leandro Council
Member Corina Lopez.

The Public Safety and Crime Prevention Commitiee’s vice chair is Thousand Oaks Mayor Joel
Price and includes the following additional California members:
« Sunnyvale Council Member Jim Davis;
Los Angeles Council Member Mitchell Englander;
Brea Mayor Marty Simonoff; and
Ontario Council Member Alan Wapner.

e e o

The Transportation and Infrastructure Services Committee’s vice chair is Santa Monica Council
Member Pam O’Connor and includes Sunnyvale Council Member Pat Meyering.

NLC Board of Directors

The Golden State is also well represented on the NLC board of directors with four members
serving this year. Joining Mountain View Council Member and former League President Mike
Kasperzak are Los Angeles Council Member Joe Buscaino and Rancho Cordova Council
Member David Sander represent cities, Kasperzak's term ends in 2016. Buscaino and Sander
were just elected and will serve through 2017. League Executive Director Chris McKenzie is one
of the four municipal league directors and will serve through 2017.

Internet Tax Freedom Act included in Trade Agreement, Cities Need to Email U.S.
Senate Immediately

This week Congress moved to make the Internet Tax Freedom Act (ITFA) permanent when a
conference committee included it in an unrefated Customs Reauthorization Conference Report.
This action came without notice and was completely unexpected. The League joined with other
stakeholders to urge the removal of the provisions of the Customs bill prior to its passage, but
help is needed from individual cities.

Cities are urged to immediately email California Sens. Barbara Boxer and Deanne Feinstein to
urge them to oppose the Customs bill, officially known as the Trade Facilitation and Trade
Enforcement Act of 2015.

A vote on the conference report is expected next week before Congress breaks for the winter
break.

Cities can use the League’s |etter as a sample, and sent the emails to
ellen freedman@feinstein.senate.gov, eric_haren@judiciary-dem.senate.gov and
sean_mooreboxer.senate.gov.

The House has already acted on a bill to permanently extend 1TFA, therefore the best opportunity
to stop the extension is in the Senate.

Originalty enacted in 1998, this legislation would place a permanent moratorium on taxes
imposed on access to the internet. While there is no city in California that imposes such a tax, the
League has raised concerns regarding the evolving nature of the intemet and how a permanent
moratorium will impact city revenues. For example, city utility user tax revenues are being eroded
as consumers migrate from traditional phone lines to broadband-based telecommunications
services.



The League has asked Congress to consider a short-term extension, instead of the permanent
extension, to provide Congress an opportunity to revisit the policy in regular intervals. The Center
on Budget Policy and Priorities has posted a blog that underscores the harm a permanent ban on
internet access taxes would have on state and local revenues.

U.S. Communities Home Depot Rebate Program

During 2015, through the League of California Cities® sponsored U.S. Communities program,
California cities have purchased more than $3 million in products and services from The Home
Depot. By enrolling in the rebate program provided for under The Home Depot contract with U.S.
Communities, a city spending a minimum of $10,000 during 2015 can receive a cash rebate for
all Home Depot online and in-store purchases.

Retroactive to Jan. rebate levels are:
» 1 percent on spends of $10,000 to $25,000
« 2 percent on spends of $25,000 to $100,000
¢ 3 percent on spends of $100,000+

Cities inferested in the program should request information from the city’s accounts payablé
department to determine the amount spent with Home Depot during 2015.

To participate, a city must enroll in the rebate program for 2015 before Dec. 31. Call (866) 333-
3551 or enroll oniine.

About U.S. Communities
The U.S8. Communities Government Purchasing Alliance, a strategic partner of the League of
California Cities, is a government purchasing cooperative that reduces the cost of goods and

services by aggregating the purchasing power of public agencies nationwide.

For additional information, please visit www.USCommunities/LCC or contact Norman Coppinger,
administrative services director, League of California Cities.

League-Sponsored Bond Agency Finances Affordable Housing Projects in Moreno
Valley and Montebello

Some of the most significant benefits of League membership for cities since 1988 have flowed
from the League’s co-sponsorship of the California Statewide Communities Development
Authority (CSCDA). This program provides a variety of public agencies and developers access to
low-cost, tax-exempt financing and economic development tools. CSCDA issued $49.6 million in
tax-exempt multifamily bonds that helped finance affordable housing projects in several California
cities.

Moreno Valiey: Cottonwood Place Apartments

Cottonwood Place Apartments is an acquisition and rehabilitation of 108 multifamily aifordable
housing apartments by Moreno Valley Cottonwood 1R Partners LP. The project sponsor is Palm
Communities. Cottonwood Place will continue to be 100 percent affordable and provide 54 three-
bedroom and 54 four-bedroom apartments to low-income families in Moreno Valley.

CSCDA and Palm Communities partnered with Citibank to provide $9.9 million in tax-exempt and
taxable multifamily affordable housing bonds for Cotionwood Place. The rehabilitation will include
new kitchen appliances and cabinets, bathroom and lighting fixtures, ADA accessibie unit
conversions, exterior paint, upgraded HVAC systems, playground improvements, and a
renovated community room. The financing of Cottonwood Place will maintain the affordability of
units for low-income tenants for 55 years.

Montebello: Beverly Hospital



Beverly Hospitai is a not-for-profit, leading and independent 224-bed acute care facility that is
proud of the medical services and comfort provided to patients. From emergency room and
hospitalization to outpatient procedures, Beverly offers a full range of services with the latest
technology on diagnostic and treatment options. A medical staff of over 350 physicians,
representing a wide spectrum of specialties, is supported by experienced and dedicated
employees and volunteers, who strive to deliver high-tech, high-touch services, preventive
education and patient care.

CSCDA parinered with Wells Fargo Securities to underwrite the $39.7 million in tax-exempt
bonds for Beverly. The proceeds of the investment grade rated bonds will be used to refinance
two taxable bank loans, make seismic related renovations, expand the hospital’s emergency
department, and make various equipment purchases to maintain and enhance the services
offered by Beverly.

Background

CSCDA is a joint powers autharity created in 1988 and is sponsored by the League of California
Cities® and the California State Association of Counties. It was created by cities and counties for
cities and counties. More than 500 cities, counties and special districts are program participants
in CSCDA, which serves as their conduit issuer and provides access to efficiently finance locally-
approved projects. CSCDA has issued more than $50 billion in tax exempt bonds for projects that
provide a public benefit by creating jobs, affordable housing, healthcare, infrastructure, schools
and other fundamental services. Visit http://cscda.org for additional information on the ways in
which CSCDA can help your city.

Registration Open for 2016 Municipal Law Symposium

The 2016 Municipal Law Symposium will focus on the challenging issues public agency attorneys
face in the areas of water and public works. Panels will focus on: water rights, drought, and
enforcement; water issues related to CEQA and [and use; alternative water supplies, including
storm water, groundwater, and recycled water; water and public works finance issues including
those relafed to Propaosition 218; and conflicts of interest, including an update on the new FPPC
Regulations and conflict of interest issues relevant to public works projects.

Titled “Ensuring Integrity in 21st Century California: Water & Public Works in Our Arid State,” the
symposium will be held on Feb. 5 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. View information and register online.

This annual event is co-sponsored by the Municipal Law Institute of the League of California
Cities®, McGeorge School of Law, the County Counsels’ Association and the State Bar of
Calzfom:a Public Law Section.




Dec.15, 2015
Issue #104

Local Government Statement Regarding Filing of California Water Conservation,
Flood Control and Stormwater Management Act

Measure Would Establish a New Optional Funding Method Local Agencies Can Use for
Stormwater Management and Flood Confrof Projects and Establishment of Rates to
Encourage Conservation and Protect Low-Income Customers

On Manday, Dec. 14, the Association of California Water Agencies, the California State
Assaciation of Counties, and the League of California Cities® filed a constitutional amendment
with the Attorney General's office. The measure would create a new, optional funding method
local agencies can use to finance stormwater management and flood control projects, set rates
for customers to encourage conservation and reduce water and sewer bills for low-income
customers. The measure includes strict accountability and transparency requirements for any
local agency that chooses to avail itself of this new funding method. For more, see Page 2.

New FAA Regulations Require Registration for Recreational Drones

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced on Dec. 14 a new requirement in federal
faw requiring registration of all model aircraft, including recreational drones. It is reportedly a user-
friendly web-based registration process. Under the new federal rule, anyone who operated a
drone, or unmanned aircraft system (UAS) before Dec. 21, 2015, is required to register by Feb.
19, 2016. Owners of any drone or UAS purchased after Dec. 21 must register before their first
flight outdoors. For more, see Page 3.

Registration is Now Open for the Public Works Officers Institute in Sacramento

Don’t miss the opportunity to register early and secure your spot for the 2016 Public Works
Officers Institute and Expo scheduled March 9-11 at the Hyatlt Regency Sacramento.
For more, see Page 4.



‘Stormwater’ Continued from Page 1...
The following statement can be attributed to ACWA, CSAC and the League:

“California’s historic drought and the likelihood of more severe droughts and heavy floods make it
critical for local communities to have the tools needed to meet 21st century water management
challenges. Those tools will help agencies to further encourage conservation and discourage
excessive use of water; effectively capture, clean and eliminate pollution from local water

sources; better protect people and property from the dangers of floods; and assist low-income
customers.

“This measure recoghizes current water realities and would create a new optional funding method
local governments can use at their sole discrefion to establish conservation pricing, to finance
flood controf and stormwater management, and to reduce charges for low-income consumers. To
protect taxpayers, the measure includes a robust set of new accountability requirements for any
local agencies that choose fo utilize this new funding method.

“We have filed this measure in the hopes of advancing the discussions toward a viable policy
solution in 2016. We will make a determination if we plan to proceed with this measure or some
other policy solution in the coming months.”

Information about the California Water Conservation, Flood Control and Stormwater
Management Act:

« Constitutional amendment would establish a new, optional funding method that
authorizes local agencies to:

»  Set rates for customers to encourage water conservation, prevent waste and
discourage excessive use of water;

= Levy fees and charges, subject {o ratepayer protest, for flood control and for
management of stormwater to protect coastal waters, rivers, lakes, streams,
groundwater and other sources of drinking water from contamination; and

= Use fees and charges to reduce water and sewer fees and charges for low-income
customers.

+ Any local agency that utilizes this optional funding method for water service and sewer
service would be required to adhere to strict accountability, transparency and
ratepayer protections. This includes:

» Providing local ratepayers with a description of the services and facilities projected
to be funded by any proposed fee or charge in advance of any public hearing or
consideration of the fee or charge;

* Posting the description of the propesal on the agency's Internet website with all
applicable exhibits;

= Providing local ratepayers a notice of the date and time of the public hearing the
local agency will hoid on the proposed fee and charges;

«  [fwritten protests against the fee or charge are presented by a majoerity of persons
to whom the local agency sent the notice about the praposal, then the local agency
shall not impose, increase or extend the fee or charge;

= All money must be spent for the local purpose for which the fee or charge was
imposed and cannot be taken by state government;

» Revenues derived from the fee or charge shall not exceed the reasonable cost to
the local agency of providing the water or sewer service or be used for any purpose
other than that for which it was imposed;

= The manner in which the costs are allocated to a fee payer shall bear a fair or
reasonable relationship to the fee payer's burden or benefits received from the
water service or sewer service;

= The initiative power of voters may be used to repeal or reduce the fee or charge in
the future with the filing of a petition calling for an election on the question; and



= Independent annual audits shall be made available to the public showing how all
funds are spent.

e« This new, optional funding method will allow local agencies to invest in the water
supplies, water quality, flood protection and water management and conservation
programs we need, while guaranteeing a high level of accountability and ratepayer
protections.

‘Drones’ Continued from Page 1...

Owners and operators can register at www.faa.gov/uas/reqgistration. A registration fee of $5.00
must be paid, but it will be waived for the first 30 days — until Jan. 20, 2016. In addition, drones
will have fo display a unique identifier, a registration number issued by the FAA. Registrants will
need to provide their name, home address and e-mail address. Upon completion of the
registration process, the web application will generate a Certificate of Aircraft Registration/Proof
of Ownership that will include a unique identification number for the UAS owner, which must be
marked on the aircraft.

These new regulations, while helpful, may not go far enough to adequately address the hazards
and potential for misuse that drones represent. For example, registration is largely voluntary on

the part of drone operators, and, for drones purchased after Dec. 21, registration is not required
at the time of purchase or point of sale.

While registration is required prior to the operation of a drone in the national airspace, it is difficult
to see how such a requirement will be enforced absent a point of sale registration requirement. In
addition, there is no requirement that drone operators provide the FAA with the serial number
assigned their drone by its manufacturer. This raises doubts about the effectiveness of the FAA’s
response, given the scope of the abuse of this technology that has occurred over the past two
years.

FAA Enforcement

The Unmanned Aircraft System Registration Task Force, which made a series of
recommendations leading to the new FAA regulations, considered the difficulties posed by
enforcement, and the limitations of both the FAA and local law enforcement agencies. The FAA's
primary enforcement mechanism will be outreach and education, which will likely be web-based
{see “What’s Required” below). However, the FAA may also employ administrative action or legal
enforcement action to gain compliance with the new requirements,

Existing federal law already pravides civil penalties of up to $27,500 for failure to register, and
corresponding criminal penalties including fines of up to $250,000 under 18 U.S.C. 3571 and/or
imprisonment up to three years under 49 U.5.C. 463086, However, under the new regulations
there is no sysiematic mechanism to alert autherities as to who has and has not registered.

Why Yet Tighter Regulations May Be Urgently Needed

The Consumer Technology Association, a trade group, estimates that 400,000 drones will be soid
this holiday season in the United States. Given the many safety hazards they pose and the
current fack of comprehensive regulations and enforcement provisions to make them meaningful,
many states, including California, may take the initiative and pursue enforcement legislation,
notwithstanding potential conflicts with federal law.

During 2015 alone, several incidents underscore the urgent need for tighter regulations: the 19
occasions during wildfire season in which drones illegally operating in restricted airspace forced
the grounding of firefighting aircraft nationwide; the increasing incidents of drones illegally
operating near airports, inside the prohibited 5-mile radius, and often dangerously close to
commercial airliners; and finally the near-collision that occurred between a California Highway
Patrol {CHP) helicopter and a drone over a highway in Martinez on the evening Dec. 5, avoided
only due to evasive action on the part of the CHP pilot.



What's Required of Drone Operators

One problem is that many drone operators are ignorant of the applicable rules. In an efiort to help
the public understand what is required of not only recreational drone aperators, but also

commercial and public agency users of unmanned aircraft systems, the FAA has also launched a
website containing information on the federal requirements, including the many safety guidelines.

‘Public Works’ Continued from Page 1...

This important event is for professionals of all career levels, this institute offers education on the
latest developments in public works, leadership, managing transportation, infrastructure, water,
waste programs and more.

Full conference registration includes admission for:

¢ Twao and a half days of important educational sessions which kicks off with a general
session with joumnalist Dan Walters;

+ Wednesday reception with expo, Thursday breakfast and lunch, and Friday breakfast;
and

«  Electronic access to all program materials.

Register anline by Tuesday, Feb. 16. The full announcement, schedule and complete session
information will be mailed next week.

If you have any questions, please contact Brian Sanders at (916) 658-8238.




